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PREFACE. 



The circumstances which gave birth to the idea of the 
present work, impelled the writer to great rapidity of 
execution, not, possibly, unfavorable to the production of 
some sparks of humor. 

On the other hand, constant professional interruptions 
and business cares have made elaborate revision absolutely 
impracticable. 

Should any of his readers think they recognize herein 
portraitures of themselves or their friends, he will feel 
pleasure in such a proof of his capacity for drawing hu- 
man nature to the life ; but he hopes they will extract 
only amusement from the scenes presented, and be in no 
wise offended. 

In order to the more lively presentment of those scenes, 
the narrative is placed in the lips of one of the characters 
portrayed. 

The Authob. 
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PRACTICAL LESSONS UNDER THE CODE DUELLO. 



CHAPTER L 

COLONEL HURD EXPLAINS. 



I HAVE been induced to ^write the following history 
partly by the soKcitation of friends, and parily from a 
desire to inform the public as to the mode of conduct- 
ing an affair of honor in the most enlightened and 
modem style. 

My own information is Umited, but having been 
thrown in contact with a gentleman of vast experience, 
many lessons may be learned from a simple recital of 
facts and conversations occurring during our various 
interviews, which could never be acquired by ever so 
careful a reading of "Wilson's Code" and aU other pub- 
lished works on dueliug. 

I enter upon this important work fully impressed 
with the danger to which I subject myseK, and nothing 
but a sense of duty urges me forward. It will be seen 
by a careful perusal of this volume, that each word I 
-write on this sublime subject is at the peril of my life. 
Should the memory of any of the actors in the scenes I 
shall attempt to portray differ from my own, I may be 
challenged to mortal combat, and my cliUdren per- 

1* 
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chance left fatherless. It is, therefore, of the utmost 
importance that every circumstance and conversation 
should not only be truthfully related, but that it should 
be done in such a manner as to coincide exactly with 
the recollections of aU the other actors, spectators, and 
auditors. 

The fact that my own views do not concur with those 
of the greatest duelist of the age, and that I hold that 
no gentleman should be called out for respectfully 
stating facts which he believes to be true, even though 
they should be inaccurately stated, does not in any de- 
gree lessen my danger. For any person with whom I 
may differ iu recollection may feel "grieved or pained" 
by the difference. Nor does my danger cease with the 
life of the aggrieved, for his relatives and friends might 
feel it incumbent on themselves to call me to the field. 
As to whether my male descendants may be held re- 
sponsible, is a point upon which I have not as yet taken 
advice. 

If any portion of my narrative, therefore, is devoid of 
romantic interest, I hope my readers will excuse the 
defect, and not attribute it to the absence of inventive 
faculties, as it would be inadmissible in a work such as 
the present to draw upon the resources of the imagina- 
tion. 



I 
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CHAPTEE n. 



LIGHTNING PURSUIT. 



LOFTY TO WOODSON. 

Columbus, Ga., July 18, 11:25 A. m. 

To Major James F. Woodson, Seal, Ala. 

I tave come from Atlanta with a message of im- 
portance requiring personal delivery. Will you kindly 
meet me here by to-morrow's train at my expense. 

Respectfully, 

Heticules D. Lofty, M. D. 



LOFTY TO— 789— 

Columbus, Ga., July 18, 11:26 A. m. 

rrQ__789 — Atlanta, Ga. 

W. not found. Have telegraphed him at Seal, 
Ala. to meet me here at my expense. Have five men 
looking for him in this city. I wiU hunt untU I find him. 

Hercules D. Lofiy, M. D. 



OPERATOR AT SEAL, TO LOFTY. 

Seal, Ala., July 18, 11:50 a. m. 

To HEBCtTLES D. Lofty, M. D. i 

Major "Woodson not here. Supposed to be in Ope- 

lika. ^ 

Operator. 
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LOFTY TO WOODSON. 

CJoLTJMBus, Ga., July 18, 11:52 A. m. 

To Major J. F. Woodson, care of Col. G. W. Hurd, 

Opelika, Ala. 

I have note of great importance for you. If you are 

in Opelika await my coming on the 8 : 30 P. m. train, at 

my expense. If you are not there let me know where 

you are. 

Bespectfully, 

Hercules D. Lofty, M. D. 



LOFTY TO— 789— 

Columbus, Ga., July 18, 11:54 a. m. 

To— 789— Atlanta, Ga. 

W. not at SeaL Have telegraphed to him at Ope- 
lika. One of my agents returned, and reports him not 
in this city. 

Hercules D. Lofty, M. D. 



—789— TO LOFTY. 

Atlanta, Ga., July 18, 12 m. 

To Col. Hercules D. Lofty, Columbus, Ga. 
Continue your eflforts, and let me know results. 

—789— 



OPERATOR AT OPELIKA, TO LOFTY. 

Opelika, Ala., July 18, 1 p.m. 

Hercules D. Lofty, M. D., Columbus, Ga. 
Neither Woodson nor Hurd here : supposed to be in 

Monigomery. 

Operator. 
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LOFTY TO WOODSON. 

Columbus, Ga., July 18, 1 : 02 P. m. 

Majob James F. Woodson, Montgomery, Ala. 

I am here all the way from Atlanta, with note of vast 
importance, which must be dehvered privately to your- 
self. Meet me at OpeUka by first train, at my expense. 
II you get this, answer at once. 

Bespectfully, 

Hebcules D. Lofty, M. D. 



OPERATOR AT MONTGOMERY, TO LOFTY. 

Montgomery, Ala., July 18, 2 p. m. 

To Hjibcules D. Lofiy, M. D., Columbus, Ga. 

Woodson not here. Supposed to be in Columbus. 

Operator. 



LOFTY TO-789— 

Columbus, Ga., July 18, 2; 30 p. m. 

To 789 — ^Atlanta, Ga. 

W. is here. Have seen him. Have spoken to him. 
Left me abruptly, saying, he would communicate in 
short time. 'Find law here agaiast delivery of note. 
Will have to get him out of the State. 

Hercules D. Lofty, M. D. 
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CHAPTEE m. 

MAJOR WOODSON MEETS COLONEL LOFTY. 

On the 18tli day of July, in the year of grace 1873, 
at the hour of 2 p. m., on the east side of Broadway, in 
the City of Columbus, in the State of Georgia, near the 
main entrance of the Kankin House, Major James F. 
Woodson, a resident of EusseU County, in the adjacent 
State of Alabama, suddenly and unexpectedly found 
himself vis-a-vis with a stately stsanger, who was in the 
act of profoundly bowing to him. 

This gentleman, after a most courteous salutation, in- 
troduced himself as Lofty, and opened a conversation 
by requesting Major Woodson to walk with him across 
the bridge which spanned the Chattahoochee River, 
into the adjoining State, and there receive a note in his 
possession from Capt. T. J. Porter, a resident of the 
City of Atlanta, in the State of Georgia, which was of 
such importance that its contents could not be hinted, 
or its deUvery effected, in any other way than that indi- 
cated. The mysterious nature of the request having 
impressed Major Woodson with the idea that it was un- 
reasonable as weU as unusual, taken in connection with 
the fact that the party making it was entirely unknown 
to him, prevented a comphance, but he requested his 
newly-made acquaintance to give his name and address 
in writing, which was done, after a sUght hesitation, upon 
a shp of paper, in a bold firm hand, as f oUows : 



I 
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" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D. 
"Mobile, Alabama." 

Upon receiYing this paper. Major Woodson informed 
Dr. Lofty that he would, in a short time, communicate 
with him, and was in the act of turning away, when Dr. 
liofty courteously observed, if you propose to walk up 
the street, I assiure you, sir, it wiU aflford me pleasure to 
walk with you, and improve an acquaiutance so pleas- 
antly begun. Major Woodson replied that he contem- 
plated going in an exactly opposite direction (and they 
parted). Shortly after the termination of this interview 
between Dr. Lofty and Major Woodson, I was requested 
by the latter to convey a note to the former, and at 4:30 
P. M., of the same day was iutroduced to Dr. Lofty by 
my friend, OoL Strong, in the office of the Eankia 
House. 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

HERCULES DIOGENES LOFTY, M. D. — HIS FIGURE, DRESS AND 

BOW. 

Hercules Diogenes Lofty, M. D., I found to be a man 
about six feet liigli, of robust frame, and swarthy com- 
plexion ; his face was cleanly shaven, save an ebony 
moustache closely trimmed, that joined a smaU pair of 
side whiskers corresponding in color, and circular in 
shape, also closely trimmed. These gave to the con- 
tour of his face a resolute military air; aided by the 
lofty, far-seeing glance of his eagle-eye, his carriage was 
so erect that his body inclined slightly backwards. 

His dress consisted of a large white vest called by 
merchants " Turkish toweling," densely covered with long 
nap. This vest was so adjusted upon his person as to 
show one and three-fourth inches above the coUar of 
his black frock coat. This, with his checked shirt 
bosom, large neck-tie, and black pants, impressed the 
observer with the fact that the wearer was a man of 
pronounced gentility. The address of Dr. Lofty was 
unusually courteous. He bowed habitually and pro- 
foundly. His obeisance inspired even the most inveter- 
ate opponents of the Code with admiration for its 
champion. As Col. Strong and myseK approached Dr. 
Lofty he at once recognized Col. Strong, and bowing, 
expressed great delight at the unexpected meeting. 
With unfeigned diffidence I attempt the description of 
the various evolutions necessary to accomplish this bow. 
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From his erect position, the left hand Was brought 
slowly, with a graceful motion, to the poiat to which the 
rim of his beaver would have extended had it been on 
his head ; then his body, from the hip joint upward, in- 
clined forward and downward until nearly parallel with 
the floor, his face upturned so that his gaze was on the 
face of Colonel Strong ; the left hand, at the same time, 
being gracefully raised with two fingers and thumb held 
together, as if supporting his hat ; and, simultaneously, 
the right arm was, by a most graceful waving motion, 
extended in an almost horizontal position nearly at 
right angles with his body^ and slightly drooping to the 
floor; the hand extended, with palm to the front, and 
fingers close together. These evolutions were performed 
^th great deliberation and cautious precision. They re- 
quired several feet of clear space in front, flank, and 
rear. They were accompanied by a smile which had 
gradually changed to a somewhat gloomy expression by 
the time the bow was complete. No pen can picture 
the harmony of aU these simultaneous movements. 

I stood by, astonished and delighted at the great per- 
fection to which a bow could be brought. Colonel Strong 
Wed slightly and regained his perpendicular before 
one-third of the descent of Doctor Lofty's bow had been 
accomplished, and giving him a moment to recover his 
Dreath after he had regained his upright position, re- 
niarked quietly, " Colonel Hurd, let me make you ac- 
quainted with Doctor Lofty." 

Thereupon Doctor Lofty commenced a gradual descent 
Juto a bow to me, remarking, " Colonel Hurd, it makes 
Die most happy, sir, to form your acquaintance ; I feel 
greatly honored, sir." I felt overwhelmed, and made an 
utter failure in my attempt to return his bow, as above 
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described. In fact (and I mention it with mortification) 
a chair was upset in my first effort, and in a second, 
hurriedly made upon a change of base (just as the frame 
of the Doctor was " trembling on the rise "), the lower 
part of my back came so forcibly in contact with the 
wall as nearly to precipitate me upon the fioor. My 
awkward imitation so discomposed me as to render the 
interview somewhat constrained. 
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CHAPTEE V. 

MAJOR Woodson's fesst note. 

HAYiNa been introduced to Doctor Lofty as narrated 
in the last chapter, our conversation was opened as 
follows : 

Hurd. I am requested by Major Woodson to hand 
you this note (presenting it). 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), it wiU give me untold 
pleasure to receive the note you bear from Major 
Woodson. Will you, sir, do me the courtesy of walk- 
ing on the veranda ; when there I wiU, with your permis- 
sion, do myseK the honor of receiving it from your hand. 

Hurd (with feeble attempt to return the bow). Cer- 
tainly, sir (and we walked on the veranda where several 
persons were sitting and lounging). 

Lofty (turning to Colonel Strong, who had remained 
behind). Colonel Strong (bow), wiU you do us the honor 
of joining us ? 

Strong. I wiU if you desire it (and he joined us). 

Lofty. Now, gentlemen (bow), there are two of you 
here present, I am alone (standing very erect and 
looking perfectly fearless as his eagle glance, after rest- 
ing an instant on us, looked far beyond and above ua 
into space). I, therefore, ask leave to caU in a witness 
to the important interview we are about to have during 
which Colonel Hurd proposes to hand me a note of vital 
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import from Major Woodson. If this favor is granted 
me (and I might demaad it as a right), I wiU be delight- 
ed to receive the important note now in Colonel Hnrd's 
hands. 

Strong and myself signifying onr assent, Doctor Lof- 
ty remarked, " Then, gentlemen (bow), I will retire and 
bring a witness " (and he retired, returning in a few min- 
utes with Doctor Courtney). By this time mauy curi- 
ous eyes were turned upon our party, and I suggested 
(as soon as Doctor Lofty rose from the bow which he 
made on his return) that a more private place might be 
found ; "Then," said Doctor Lofty, "gentlemen (bow), will 
you do me the great honor of walking to my apartment, 
room No. 7, where I will immediately receive with infi- 
nite pleasure the note in Colonel Kurd's hand" (and we 
went in solemn procession). I, being raised in rural dis- 
tricts, could not restraiQ myseK from a glance behind as 
we entered the room, and saw the outstretched necks 
of several waiters and chambermaids, with curiosity de- 
picted on each countenance, and two or three very well 
dressed gentlemen seemed to be smiling (of course not 
at us). 

Arrived in Lofty's room, I said, "Allow me now, 
Doctor, to present " (holding out the note) — 

Lofty, Pardon me. Colonel Hurd, for interrupting 
you (bow). You are now my guest, and I hope, sir, 
you will do me the honor of imbibing with me a little — 
whiskey — ^before proceeding with our most important 
business. 

Hurd, Excuse me. Doctor, I never drink whiskey. 

Lofty to Strong (bowing). WUl you then. Colonel, 
do me the honor of drinking with me ? 

Strong (rather stiffly). Not any, thank you. 
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I^fty to Doctor Courtney. Doctor Courfcney, as 
neitlier of these gentlemen drink, will you, sir, do me 
the honor of taking some with me ? (and they drank). 
Hurd. Doctor, allow me to hand you this note. 
Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), I wiQ now do myself the 
honor of receiving the note you bear, but first allow me 
to remark that it would give me great pleasure if you 
would take just one drop with me before entering into 
this important business (bow). 

Upon my declining the one drop he touched the note 
delicately with his finger and thumb by the extreme 
lower comer, so as to support one half its weight, and 
said, "I take the liberty of supposing. Colonel, that you 
we aware of the contents of this note ? " 
Surd. I am, sir. 

Lofty. Then I call on the gentlemen here present to 
witness the fact that I, Hercules Diogenes Lofty, now 
take from the hands of Colonel Hurd this note (taking it). 
(To me) : Colonel Hurd (bow), wiQ you now be so kind as 
to inform me what it is your pleasure that I shall do 
with this note. 

! Surd. Bead it, sir, and answer if you are so disposed, 
at your convenience. G-ood evening, sir. And Colonel 
I Strong and myself bowed and moved towards the door. 
r L(fty. Q-entlemen (bow), it will give me much pleas- 
iire and honor me greatly if you will be seated and wit- 
ness my reading of this note. And upon our taking seats 
he read the note as follows : 

" Columbus, Ga., July 18th, 1873. 

" Hebcules D. Lofty, M. D. : 

" Sir : will you please iaf orm me of the nature of the 
communication you have for me ? 

"Respectfully, J. F. "WoOB^o^ " 
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Lofty. Now, gentlemen (bow), I will detain you but 
a moment; please do me the kindness to wait and 
bear my reply to Major Woodson. (We kept our seats and 
Doctor Lofty sat down to write, when, turning to Doctor 
Courtney with a bow, he asked:) Doctor, will you do 
me the honor of consulting your watch ; I regard it of \ 
the utmost importance to have the exact time. j 

Dr. Courtney (looking at his watch). It is four and ' \ 
one half minutes after five. j 

Lofty (turning to me). Colonel, wiQ you oblige me ' 
by consulting your pocket time-piece, for, as I remark- 
ed, nothing can exceed the importance of having tib.e 
correct time. 

Hurd (looking at his watch). My time is five pre- 
cisely. 

Lofty. I perceive. Colonel, that your time is just 
four minutes and a half slower than my friend Doctor 
Courtney ; with your permission. Colonel, I shall do 
myself the honor of adopting your time. I hope. Doctor 
X3ourtney, that you do not object (with bow to each of 
us in turn, and then he wrote his note, and rising 
with his most courteous bow presented it to me, say- 
ing :) Colonel Hurd, wiQ you oblige me by reading that 
note aloud, and inform me whether you will honor me 
by delivering it to Major Woodson? (I read it as follows :) 

" Columbus, Ga., 

*' Rankin House, Room No. 7—6 p. m. 

" Major James F. Woodson, 

" My Dear Sir : 

" The commimication which I hold, E have already 
had the honor to state to you, personally, is addressed 
to jourself, and requires a personal delivery. 
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'' Yon mtist pardon me if I decline to make any state- 
ment concerning it, save to deliver it to yourself. 
** I am, dear sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" Hercules D. Lopty, M. D." 

I then assured Doctor Lofty that it would afford me 
pleasure to comply with his request, aoxd Strong and 
myself bowing sUghtly, withdrew. 

After we left the room, Strong was apparently af- 
fected with toothache, and placed a handkerchief to 
Lis month, but soon recovered, and when we had gone 
some distance smiled. 
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OHAPTEE VI. 

PRIVATE DRILLING FOR THE CAMPAIGN. 

I CONEESS that I felt chagrined after the interview 
described in chapters FV. and V. Being country raised, 
and only having associated with such gentlemen as are 
produced in the cities of Columbus, Montgomery, and 
Opelika, it had never been my fortune to associate 
with a gentleman so courteous and so accomplished in 
bowing as Doctor Lofty. Feeling acutely that my educa- 
tion in that important accomplishment had been sadly 
neglected, I determined at once to remedy my deficiency ; 
. but how? No gentleman of my acquaintance could give 
me the necessary instruction ; a moment's reflection 
showed me that I must depend on my own unaided re- 
sources. At once a room with a large mirror was pro- 
cured and a rehearsal commenced. With my first 
effort the centre-table behind me was overturned, with 
my second, my right haud was injured by a chair, with 
the third, my beaver was damaged by a fall. These ex- 
periences taught me to reflect, first, that space six feet 
square at least was necessary; second, that care, cool- 
ness, and deliberation were absolutely essential. (Every- 
thing in life may be hurried except that bow.) Failure 
after failure was encountered with manly fortitude, but 
after hours of ceaseless practice, though aching ia every 
F smew smd joint, and especially in my neck, I considered 
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myself passably proficient. But on performing before 
General "Rock, in my best style, his look of astonisb- 
ment and inquiry made it apparent to my mind that a 
mistake must bave been made by me in some of the 
details of tbe bow. 

2 
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CHAPTEB Vn. 

MAJOR Woodson's second note successfully delivered. 

On the eighteentli day of July, at the hour of 8:10 p. M., 
at the request of Major Woodson, accompanied by 
Colonel Strong, I bore his reply to Doctor Lofty's last 
note. We found the Doctor in his apartment, after having 
learned by a special messenger that he was within and 
prepared to receive us. On our entrance. Doctor Lofty 
and Doctor Courtney arose. Doctor Courtney bowed 
slightly, as was usual among gentlemen with whom I 
had been formerly acquainted. 

Lofty (advanciQg to centre of room, turned to us). 
Colonel Hurd, I am delighted to see you. Colonel 
Strong, you do me great honor in calling upon me (bow- 
ing separately to each of us). Colonel Strong made a 
slight inclination of his head. I stepped four feet in 
front of him and commenced a regular bow, but Colonel 
Strong, not being aware of my intention, caused me to 
be nearly upset by approaching too closely and coming 
in contact with me when my bow was nearly complete. 
Hoping, however, that the unfortunate occurrence was 
not noticed, I said, " Doctor Lofty, allow me to present 'a 
note to you from Major Woodson" (presenting it and 
bowing). 

Lofty (resumes, politely ignoring the offered note). 
G-entlemen (bow), I hope that you will now do me 
the honor of enjoying my hospitality. Here stands 
upon this table a fresh bottle of whiskey, and I insist 
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upon yonr drinking with me. I consider it important, 
gentiemen, that a drink should be taken, when possible, 
before entering upon any important business. 

Eurd, Excuse me, Doctor, I do not drink whiskey. 
Str(mg. Excuse me. Doctor, I have just eaten supper 
and never drink after supper. 

I^fty, Gentlemen (bow), I hope you will allow me 
to make a remark : On considering the excuse of Ool- 
onelHnrd, I can excuse him, while I, being a most can- 
did man, feel compelled to say that my views do not by 
any means concur with his on the subject of drinking, and 
I hope that he will so far reconsider the position which 
he has taken as to place just two drops of whiskey in a 
tumbler of water, and go through the form of drinking 
vithme. 

Surd. Not a drop. Doctor, if you wiU be so kind as 
to excuse me. 

Lofty. Colonel Strong (bow), I excuse Colonel 
Hmd, because he never drinks; but you, I think, 
iiught take a few drops, and although I have just 
taken a drink, I will do myself the honor of imbibing 
^th you. 
Strong, I would prefer not drinking, Doctor. 
Gmrtney. Gentlemen, please take seats (and we did so). 
Eurd (rising with pretty fair bow). Doctor Lofty, 
aDow me to hand you this note from Major Woodson. 

hfiy (rising). Q-entlemen (bow), it is my desire to be 
excused for one moment from the honor of receiving 
the note which Colonel Hurd has the kindness to pre- 
sent to me, in order that I may make a remark. Colonel 
Hurd, will you do me the honor to be seated ? (I resumed 
my seat.) Q-entlemen, I was raised by a father who ob- 
served all the courtesies and refinements of Kfe. From 
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my earliest infancy lie taught me to extend to every 
guest the hospitaUties of my residence. In my early 
manhood I had the same lesson impressed upon ma 
My experience ia later years has shown me the import- 
ance and value of my early education. I have always 
been considered a most accomplished gentleman, and I 
esteem it a duty I owe to myseK, as well as to my 
guest, to offer and insist on his taking a drink of 
whiskey the moment he crosses my threshold, as well 
as when he departs, and always to keep the bottle con- 
venient for such intermediate drinks as it may suit his 
pleasure to take, holding myseK ready at all times to 
drink with him. 

Strong (rising). Doctor Lofty, I have no recollection of 
receiving from my father any iustruction on the subject 
of drinking, but have adopted the practice, and have 
found it at least a prudent one, to drink (if asked) when 
I wanted whiskey, and when I did not want it to 
decline. 

Lofty. Colonel Strong (profound bow), yours, sir, is 
true courtesy. 

Hurd (rising and moving chairs, etc., to obtain a 
clear space). Q-entlemen (bow almost perfect), I have the 
honor of bearing a note to Doctor Lofty which I now 
present. Doctor, will you do me the favor of receiving 
this note? (presenting it). 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), it affords me the great- 
est pleasure to receive the note you do me the honor to 
present (touching the note by the comer with half bow). 
May I be so bold as to surmise, sir, that you are aware 
of the contents of this note ? 

Hurd (with slight bow so as not to displace the note, 
which he still holds by one comer). Tour surmise is 
correct 
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L(fty, Gentlemen (slight bow with wave of left 
hand), I now call on all of you to witness that I, Her- 
cules Diogenes Lofty, do now freely and voluntarily 
take this note from the hands of Colonel George W. 
Hnrd. I take it, being ignorant of its contents up to this 
moment, as a gentleman acting in my position should be 
at this stage of this most important and interesting pro- 
ceeding (takes the note, and descends into a most 
profound bow. On regaining perpendicular) : Colonel 
Hurd, what is your desire that I should do with this note ? 

Eurd. Doctor Lofty (very fair bow, only slightly im- 
peded by a chair), I hope your kindness will be so much 
extended as to do me the honor of reading the note, and 
afterwards take such course as your inclination and 
great experience shall dictate. 

Lofty, G^ntiemen (bow), wiQ you permit me to honor 
myself by complying with the courteous request of 
Colonel Hurd ? 

Strang, There is no objection. Doctor ; proceed. 

Lofty. (First bowing profoundly, reads note as follows :) 

" Columbus, Ga., July 18, 1873. 

" Hebcules D. Loftt, M. D. 

"Sib : As I am compelled to infer from your conversa- 
tion of to-day, in which you desired me to " cross the 
river" for the purpose of receiving a message with 
wUch you are charged, and also from the tenor of your 
note of to-day, that your message is a hostile one ; and 
as I am a citizen of, and hold an office in, Alabama, I 
cannot receive such a communication iq that State. I 
We the pleasure, therefore, to inform you that your 
communication wiQ be received here in Co\\xiDibiv3L^ ^ 
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such time as it may suit your convenience to com- 
municate the same. 

" Very respectfuUy, 

"J. F. Woodson." 

After reading this note Doctor Lofty resumed as fol- 
lows : " Gentlemen, it gives me a sensation of great pleas- 
ure to read a note so courteously expressed from a 
gentleman of such high standing and position as Major 
Woodson (bow to Colonel Strong and myself). Will you 
do me the kindness of remaining where you are while 
my friend Doctor Courtney and myseK retire to hold a 
short consultation ? It would give me infinite pleasure 
if you would, while waiting, divest yourselves of your 
coats and vests and make yourselves at home in my 
humble apartment, and, gentlemen (half turn and bow 
to the table where the bottle stood), if you shoidd on 
reflection change your minds on the subject of drinking, 
please do not hesitate to call me, and I will do myself 
the honor of drinking with you or either of you." 

EqdU Doctors Lofty and Courtney, with bows, etc. 
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CHAPTEE VnL 

AS TO THE PEOCEEDINGS PRECEDING THE PRELDONABY 
CORRESPONDENCE IN AN AFFAIR OP HONOR. 

On the return of Doctors Lofty and Courtney, after 
the private consultation referred to in the last chapter, 
some conversation between Colonel Strong and Doctor 
Courtney ensued, and both of them retired from the 
apartment, leaving Doctor Lofty and myself alone ; 
taming to me, he said, " Colonel Hurd (bow), I propose 
now to do myself the honor of taking off my coat and 
vest in your presence, and hope your will kindly consent 
to do the same." 

Hurd. Please excuse me, Doctor, I am so accustomed 
to wearing my coat that I would not feel equal to the 
occasion with it off. 

Lofty, Colonel Hurd (bow), I accept your excuse as 
sufficient, and, with your permission, wiQ drink to your 
health, prosperity and long life, deeply regretting that 
yoTir (pardon me for saying it) erroneous principles pre- 
vent your joining me. (I bowed, he drank, and con- 
tinued : ) I now seat myself to reply to the note which 
I had the honor of receiving from your hands, but be- 
fore doing so. Colonel, I wish to call your attention to a 
portion of this note which has caused me most intense 
pain and suffering. I was deeply grieved by the same 
thing in the last note, but supposed the politeness of 
Major Woodson would cause him to correct the dis- 
courtesy. Pardon me for using the word " discourtesy " 



1 
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(I am a plain, blunt man) in connection with so p< 
a gentleman as your friend. It is with paia and 
fication that I feel myseK compelled to call your 
tion to so unpleasant a circumstance. 

Hurd (alarmed, forgetting to bow). Oh, Do< 
what do you aUude ? 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow, without risiug), 
proceed to explain to you my great grief, as well 
wounded feelings will permit. Let me respectfu 
to your attention the fact that in my note to 
Woodson, borne by yourseK, and written just 5 : 
addressed him as Major James F. Woodson. I 
observe that I am addressed by him in these not( 
ducing Major Woodson's two notes), as Herci 
Lofty, M. D ? It was a terrible wound to me t 
addressed, and a man of your polished and mos 
teous manners can sympathize with me. I assu 
I am always accustomed to be called Colonel, 
from my early manhood I have been recognized 
title ; and (laying his hand upon his heart) hav€ 
ter right to it than most men who are so add 
Never, in aU the affairs of honor which I ha^ 
ducted, have I been addressed by a lowe: 
I hope. Colonel, you will pardon my candor (be 
you, notwithstanding your uniform courtesy 
caused me great grief by addressing me as 
Lofty. 

Hurd (rising, and carefully avoiding chairs, etc. 
Colonel Lofty, allow me at once to explain an 
ogize for Major Woodson and myseK. Neither of 
knew you until to-day. Our ignorance on this 
ant subject is owing to the retired life led by boi 
We are merely lawyers, and the great distance 
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J^€U3 unfortunately separated us from your place of resi- 
dence, and our not being in tlie habit of associating 
^th all of the great men of this age, is our excuse for 
i^eTer heretofore having had the honor of hearing of 
70TL Will you be kind enough. Colonel, to recollect that 
^Ixen Major Woodson had the honor of forming your ac- 
<ltiaintance he requested you to write your name and 
address, and you gave him this slip of paper which 

reads: 

" Hercules D. Lo%, M. D. 

" Mobile, Ala." 

He followed this direction in addressing you, and no 
disrespect was intended. In fact, sir, this city has been 
Searched in vain for some gentleman of your acquaiut- 
*iice from Mobile who could give information as to your 
direct title. A feeling of deUcacy alone prevented a 
personal application to yourseK. This error, let me as- 
®^e you, will not be repeated. 

lK)fty (rising). Colonel Hurd (bow), say no more. 
Yonr apology is accepted. The high respect I have been 
Compelled to entertain for you made me feel confi- 
dent that some mistake existed on your part, and no in- 
^ntional disrespect was intended. In order to con- 
gee you of my undiminished respect, I will, do 
Myself the honor of again drinking to your good health, 
Regretting, as I shall always do, your iuability to join i 
^e. I take the liberty of expressing again my abhor- 
R^nce (pardon the word) of any resolution which pre- 
^^nts a gentleman from drinking whiskey (and he bowed* 
^d drank, and I bowed). Now, Colonel, I will proceed- 
^t once to answer Major Woodson's note. Before doi 
^, however, allow me to call your attention to a m* 
^portant matter. I, sir, have had the honor of xeceS? 

2* 
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ing two notes from Major Woodson ; in eaoli of them I 
find mjseU addressed as ^^ Sir." Yon will please remark 
that I have in my notes addressed Major Woodson as 
" My Dear Sir." Now, Colonel, you are aware of the 
vast importance in affairs of honor of having notes 
properly addressed. In fact, I regard it as next in im- 
portance to having the exact and correct time. The 
simple mention of this will be sufficient, I hope, to cause 
aU future notes from Major Woodson to be properly ad- 
dressed. I do Major Woodson the justice to suppose 
that the omission of so important a matter was unin- 
tentional. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), permit me to state that 
you do Major Woodson great injustice in supposing that 
the writing of the word "Sir," was unintentional On the 
contrary, he intended to write that word and no other. 
The most expert and polished duelists in this section of 
the country were consulted before the word was used, 
and although their opinion should ordinarily weigh little 
against yours, still, Major Woodson, out of respect to 
them, having consulted them, feels bound to let the 
word stand as written, and will, in all future correspond- 
ence continue to address you as " Sir." 

Lofty, Colonel Hurd (bow), in consideration of these 
most remarkable circumstances I feel constrained to 
withdraw my objection. I wiU not, however, in any 
future duel allow this precedent to have any weight. I 
regard this as p.n exception to the general rule which 
should govern an affair of honor. Now, Colonel Hurd, I 
wish your advice on an important point relating to my 
reply to Major Woodson's note. The question is, shall 
I again address him as " My Dear Sir," or as " Sir ? " By 
every principle of dueling I should address him as "My 
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Dear Sir," but considering the remarkable and unprece- 
dented circumstances of this case, Major Woodson being 
prevented from addressing me as " My Dear Sir," by the 
advice of friends, who really (pardon me for saying it) 
tnow but little about conducting affairs of honor, I am 
at a loss how to reply ; and being convinced. Colonel, 
ttat you probably know more about dueling than any 
man in America, except myself, therefore, in this emer- 
gency Hercules D. Lofty asks George W. Hurd to ad- 
vise him. 

Surd. Colonel Lofty (bow perfect), you do me too 
much honor, you overwhelm me. Sir, I am but a child 
compared with you in this noble science. Li fact there 
are gentlemen in this city who are more proficient 
than myself in the etiquette of dueling. You do yourself 
great injustice by asking my advice, and it would indeed 
l>e indelicate and presumptuous in me to attempt to 
iiistnict you. I can only say, if you are pleased to ad- 
dress Major Woodson as " My Dear Sir," it will honor 
me to bear your note. If, on the contrary, you should 
address hinn as " Sir," I wiU be equally honored by being 
^i© bearer. 

l^fty. Then, Colonel, I wiU have to decide the point 
for myself, and assure you that Hercules D. Lofty has 
iiever much difficulty in deciding anythiag. But let me 
call your attention to one other point. In neither of 
^i© notes that I have had the honor to receive from 
Major Woodson, are you accredited to me as the bearer. 
I hope that Major Woodson wiU do me the honor and 
yourself the justice to correct this most important de- 
fect. I am at a loss to understand how a hostile meet- 

• 

^ can be arranged without an observance of this point. 
This omission I am sure was unintentional. 
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Hurd, Colonel Lofty (bow), the omission you mention 
was intentional After consulting tiie most experienced 
duelists and examining all the published works at our 
command, no case bearing any anal(^y to this could be 
found or remembered. It cannot be called " the pre- 
liminary correspondence." It seems to precede " the 
preliminary correspondence." It is a correspondence 
between a second and a principal, for which we 
have been unable to find a precedent. I would there- 
fore propose, with deference, however, to your more ex- 
perienced judgment, to name it " a proceeding preced- 
ing the prelinunary correspondence in an a£Eair of 
honor." 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (thoughtful bow without the 
smile), your suggestion is very forcible, and I shall do 
myseK the honor of agreeing with you as to the name. 
Although I have conducted many affairs of honor in this 
way, I still find some preplexing matters in this mosrt 
courteous note ; the polite refusal of Major Woodson 
to go to Alabama, and the statement that he is will- 
ing to receive here the note I bear. May I be so bold, 
Colonel, as to request your assistance in imraveling 
this difficulty? 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), I assure you your last 
note, in connection with your verbal request, equally 
perplexed Major Woodson. No construction could be 
placed on your action, except that the note you bore 
was a peremptory challenge. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), I cannot see what other 
construction Major Woodson could place upon it. 

Hurd. You wiU perceive that Major Woodson was 
bound to presume that you knew the law of the State 
of your residence. 
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I^fty. Certamly. 

Burd, He was also bound to presume that you would 
not do an act unbecoming a gentleman. 

hfty. Certainly, most assuredly. 

Uurd, It would be such an act for you to deKver him 
a hostile note at a point where his reception of it would 
deprive him of an office, for he would be more damaged 
by receiving than you would be by delivering it. 

L(fty. Certainly. 

Surd. The question then was what could he presume 
eonidstently with the presumption that you were acting 
*s a gentleman, which, being beyond all dispute, over- 
rode all other presumptions. 

L(fiy. Colonel Hurd (without a bow), it is a most re- 
ittaikable case ; what did he presume ? 

Burd, Colonel (bow), he presumed that you did not 
know where he resided, and had never heard of him 
before. 

I^iy. Colonel Hurd (bow, with bland smile, continu- 
nig until the bow was nearly complete). Major Wgodson 
"id me but justice, and with your, permission I will take 
**nie ta answer his note. Will you do me the honor 
of calling at 10 p. m., for my answer ? 
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CHAPTEE IX. 

COLONEL LOFTt'S REPLY, HIS WHISKEY AND HIS EASY-CHA! 

Precisely at thirty-five minntes after nine p. ] 
Colonel Strong and myself repaired to Colonel Loftj 
apartment and found him alone. 

Advancing to centre of room, Colonel Lofty bow< 
and said : " Gentlemen, you do me much honor in calli 
upon me. Allow me to express my great delight 
seeing you. Permit me to call your attention to t] 
fact that there is a fresh bottle of whiskey on the taK 
I would invite you to drink with me, were it not thai 
have been twice pained by a refusal ; still, gentlemen, 
you wish a drink, I will do myself the honor of joini 

you. 

Hurd (bowing). I hope, Colonel, that we have n 
intruded ourselves before your note was finished, a] 
that we have not inconvenienced you by keeping y< 
waiting. 

Strong (slight bow). Colonel Lofty (he had been i 
formed by me as to Colonel Lofty's title), we called 1 
appointment for a note. 

Lofty, Gentlemen (bow), I assure you that you ne< 
never feel that you intrude upon me. I will feel honors 
by your coming at any hour, day or night. Please i 
ways enter my room without knocking and make yoi: 
>8elves at home. (And turning to me continued — Color 
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Strong IxarLiig taken a seat unasked, saying tliat lie felt 

tired :) Colonel Hnrd, I will state, that although you 

come exactly at the moment of time agreed on you do 

not find me unprepared for your visit. It never takes 

Hercules D. Lofty long to do anything, and when he 

says he will have a note written at a certain time, it will 

be written by or before that time, for Hercules Diogenes 

Lofty never lies. No, never I Li fact. Colonel, my note 

was completed just seven minutes before you did me 

the honor of entering my humble apartment, which gave 

me ample time to take a drink before you came. I 

never waste time, and therefore nearly always take my 

whiskey straight I took the Kberty of drinking before 

yon came, gentlemen (bow), supposing that you would 

not join me, but if either of you have changed yoiu: minds 

on this subject (and allow me to hope that you have), 

I will, as I had the honor to remark upon your entrance, 

he gratified by imbibing a Kttle more with you. 

Strmg (without rising or bowing). We only caUed 
to get a note. Colonel, and I think it is getting late. 

I/>fty, I will then, without further ceremony, do my- 
self the honor. Colonel Hiu:d, of handing you my reply 
to that most pohte note which I received from your 
hands with so much pleasiu:e (presenting note. I took 
it delicately by the comer as I had seen Colonel Lofty 
do when I presented notes to him, and remarked, bow- 
ing:) 

"Colonel Lofty, may I trouble you by inquiring what 
it is your desire that I shall do with this note ? " 

Lofty, Colonel Hurd (bow), it wiU aiford me much 
pleasure if you will read aloud the letter which I have 
placed in your hands, and inform me whether or not 
you will consent to bear it to Major Woodson. 
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Hurd (bow). It will give me pleasure, Colonel Loftj 
to at once comply with your kind request. And I rea 
as follows : 



it 



Columbus, July 18, 1873, 9:28 p. m. 
From Boom No. 7, Rankin Hou»: 

" Major J. F. Woodson : 

" My Dear Sir : — ^Tour communication of this date 
by the hands of Colonel George W. Hurd, is th: 
moment received " 

Hurd. Golonel Lofty (bow), it is with pain that 
mention the fact, but I am compelled by a sense < 
honor almost as delicate as your own would be undi 
similar circumstances to decline to be the bearer of th: 
note. AUow me, sir (bow), to return it to you (foldir 
and offering to return it). 

Lofty. Colonel Hiu:d, you surprise and pain me bi 
yond measure by your poUte refusal to bear this note. 
assiu:e you, sir, that I endeavored to express it politet 
Whalf can there be in it that you object to ? Let m 
try to correct it. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (profound bow), it would be m 
pardonable presumption in me to suggest to so exper 
enced a duelist and polished a gentleman as yourse 
anything without being forced to do so by your insistii 
on it. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), I do insist on it. I assui 
you no insult was intended, and if you wiU do me tl 
favor of mentioning yoiu: objection I wiU hasten to co 
rect it. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (profound bow), it is with n 
luctance that I mention what to you may seem, at firg 
a trivial point. I had the honor of being introduced i 
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you by my friend, Colonel Strong. You invited him to 
jom in our first conference, and he has been with me in 
each visit I have made to you. Neither he nor myself 
were named in Major Woodson's informal notes as their 
bearers. Nor do I deem it necessary that either of us 
should be named in your note as the bearer ; yet, sir, I 
cannot suffer my friend to be ignored and have my own 
uame alone mentioned. Therefore, Colonel, with pain 
I return you this note. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (profound bow), you are un- 
doubtedly correct, sir ; allow me to say that you have a 
inost delicate sense of honor, which I respect and ad- 
Hoire. With your approval I will re-write this note, so 
as to correct this most egregious error (taking the 
note). 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (profound bow), I do not know 
that the error can now be corrected ; the shaft has flown, 
Bjad without the consent of my friend. Colonel Strong, I 
cannot sanction an amendment. 

And we both turned to Colonel Strong, who, to my 

horror, I saw was sleeping, as quietly as an infant, in 

H comfortable rocking-chair. As we turned he awoke, 

tod remarked, yawning, and without a bow, " Are not 

you gentlemen almost through ? " And then, without 

i^ing his head, he turned his eyes to Colonel Lofty 

tod remarked cooUy : " Colonel, I hope you will excuse 

^y nodding (he said nodding, but I felt sure he had 

been sleeping). Tou told us to make ourselves at home, 

and I always nod at home when I have been up the 

iiight before." And then to me, " Colonel, I am ready 

^hen you are, it is getting late." 

Surd. Colonel Strong, Colonel Lofty and myself were 
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just discussing a matter of some delicacy concen 
you and myself. 

Strong. Well, what was it ? 

Surd. In this note Colonel Lofty mentions my n 
but omits yours ; he now proposes to write the : 
over so as to include your name, if you are willing. 

Strong. I think. Colonel, it will save time to tal 
as it is. I do not care about my name being i 
tioned. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), as my friend, Col 
Strong, waives the unintentional discourtesy which 
did him, I will with your consent continue the rea 
of your note (and he gave it to me again and I rea 
follows :) 

" I would suggest to you that I can see no re; 
that would make it more proper for me to delivei 
message I bear here than in Alabama. If there sh 
be a reason which would make Georgia preferabl 
you, I submit that the same thiog would cause n 
prefer Alabama. However, I wiQ, if you desire, de 
my message to you, either at Chattanooga, Tennei 
or upon the east bank of the Savannah Eiver, in J 
of the city of Augusta, Georgia, as you may selec 
have had the honor to explain to Colonel G. W. I 
that I did not know anythiog prevented your recej 
of the message at the point I iadicated first.. 

" If you will be kind enough to state to me i 
what day and at what point you will meet me, I i 
have great pleasure id delivering my message. 
" I am, dear Sir, very respectfully, 
" Your obedient servant, 

" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D 
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Evrd. Colonel Lofty (bow), ha-ving now complied 
^th your request, I will feel honored by bearing this 
note. May I inquire to whom it is your desire that I 
sM bear it ? 

L(fty. Colonel Hurd (bow), I will be much honored 
^ you will deliver it in person to your friend Major 
Woodson. 

Eurd, Colonel Lofty (bow), it will afford me much 
pleasure to do so, and I beg that you will allow me in 
^ meantime to place this note in my pocket. 

I^fty. Colonel Hurd, I grant your request with great 
pleasure. Li fact, sir, I consider that in affairs of 
Iwaor, at this stage of the proceedings, a note may be, 
^th perfect propriety, placed in the pocket of the 
l)6arer; in fact it might, under certain circumstances, add 
te the secrecy absolutely necessary in a matter of such 
vast importance, and I cannot at this moment see how 
^J offense could be taken, especially when the request 
^ so politely made. (And I put it in my pocket, and 
called up Colonel Strong, who, to use his own expres- 
sion, had nodded again.) 

Strang. Colonel Lofty, you really must excuse my 
nodding, I was up nearly all last night, and feel ex- 
liausted from loss of sleep. 

Burd, Colonel Lofty (bow), we will now bid you good 
^t, but before doing so will you permit me to con- 
sdt my watch in your presence ? 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), it affords me pleasure to 
pant your request. As you may have heard me hereto- 
fore remark, I consider an accurate observation of time 
a most important and indispensable necessity in con- 
^^ection with affairs of honor. 

Burd (taking out his watch, examining the time, and 
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replacing it). Colonel Lofty (bow), I perceive on the 
examination I have bad the honor to make, by your 
kind permission, that it is now five minutes of eleven 
p. M. May I be so bold as to inquire whether it would 
suit your convenience better to receive an answer to 
this note to-night or in the morning ? 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), day or night it is the 
same to me. Usually I do not retire before one or two 
A. M. when engaged in affairs of honor, and do not ex- 
pect to do so before the last-named hour to-night. Cer- 
tainly not until (a half turn and bow toward the table 
whereon the bottle stood) I have exhausted my supply 
of whiskey, and were it not for your prejudices on that 
subject, which, allow me to say, I never can concur in, I 
would prefer your returning to-night to participate v«dth 
me in my agreeable occupation ; but as you do not 
drink, possibly to-morrow would suit you better, and I 
would suggest the hour of 10 : 45 A. m. I have plenty of 
money to pay my expenses. (And aU bowing. Colonel 
Strong and myself retired.) 

After making our exit from Colonel Lofty's apart- 
ment I asked Colonel Strong what he was laughing at ? 
He said at a dream he had while nodding. I told birn 
that I had been much mortified at finding him asleep 
on an occasion of such importance, and asked hirn 
what his dream was about. He said he had dreamed 
that Colonel Lofty and myself had bowed to each 
other and continued to bow and bow until we both hap- 
pened to bow at the same time, and that our foreheads 
struck together with a report like a pistol shot, and then 
he turned suddenly to me and asked what made my 
forehead so red ? I told him that his conduct in go- 
jng to sleep under such circumstances was enough to 
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bring the blood to the face of his friends, if not to 
his own. And he said, "Well, 'twas but a dream at 
the best," and we then and there entered into an 
agreement that he should never tell his absurd 
dream. 
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CHAPTEE X. 

AN UNEXPLAINABLE INSULT. ANOTHER DUEL ON T 

On the morning of the nineteenth, at 8 A. M., 
the pleasure of meeting Colonel Lofty in one 
passages of the hoteL He came forward with 
found bow, grasped my hand cordially, and adc 
me thus : 

" Colonel Hurd, I am surprised and deUghted 
you out at so early an hour. It is quite unusuj 
me to be astir so early. I generally, after taki 
first morning drink at 7 A. M., indulge in a refr 
nap, but on this occasion, finding my bottle 
have dispensed with my nap in order that I ma; 
it replenished, and feel myself fully compensai 
the loss of it by the unexpected pleasure of n 
you. I hope you can spare a few moments o 
valuable time that we may have the pleasure of a 
conversation, laying aside, as it were, for the m 
that formahty it is absolutely necessary we shou 
serve in our formal meetings. Hercules D. Lofty 
to talk to George W. Hurd." 

Hurd, Colonel Lofty (bow), I am entirely a 
disposal, and assure you that to me your society 
ways most agreeable and instructive, and never '. 
had the pleasure of seeing you relax yourself fro 
stately formahty which characterizes Colonel H( 
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D. Lofty, the suggestion you make is doubly accept- 
able. 

^fty. Colonel Hurd (bow about one-third less pro- 
found than usual), while you honor me greatly by your 
courteous remarks, allow me to say that I think you do 
Die but justice, and to assure you. Colonel, that the re- 
gard and admiration you express for me are reciprocated 
te the utmost extent. Permit me to express the candid 
opinion, for there is nothing that Hercules D. Lofty so 
Diuch abhors as flattery, that by the time you anive at 
^y age you will probably be the most polished gentle- 
man to be found on the face of the globe. I then, in 
all human probability, will have passed away, not iq 
Consequence of the ravages of natural decay, but from 
»ie results of old wounds or new ones received upon 
the field of honor, for Hercules D. Lofty carries his life 
^ one hand, his honor in the other. 

Eurd. Colonel Lofty (bow as near the example set 
t>}' Colonel Lofty, in his last, as possible), you do me 
*Oo much honor, and but for your distinct disavowal, I 
^ould suppose you iutended to flatter me, a thing, that 
■■ike yourself, I utterly detest. Allow me to say that 
"^hat Uttle poUsh and courtesy you find in me are due 
*o your example. Who could be otherwise than poUte 
^d courteous while in your presence ? 

Ijffty. Colonel Hurd (bow little lower than his last), 

"^liat you say is ordinarily true, but it pains me to caU 

your attention to the fact that your friend Colonel 

Strong is not so (pardon me for referring to it) polished 

*^d polite as yourself, and I might say that in one in- 

^ce he treated me (pardon me again, Colonel) almost 

rudely. 

Surd, Colonel Loftj (bow low, as ColoueY Tuc&^'^ 
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last), perhaps I can offer an excuse for my friend. 
Night before last he did not sleep at all, and his nod- 
ding in that luxurious arm-chair, to which, of course, 
you refer, was unintentional on his part ; exhausted 
nature claimed repose, and he momentarily yielded him- 
seK to the tender embraces of Morpheus. 
• Lofty. Colonel Hurd (two-third bow), your sense of 
honor is more deUcate than that of any gentleman I 
have ever had the honor to meet, but even without your 
excuse for your friend, I could weU see how any man 
might faU asleep in that chair. No ! I do not complain 
of that. What pained me so much was of a much 
graver nature. In fact, I have rarely been more pained 
and grieved than I was at what must have been (pardon 
my repeatiDg' it) an intentional rudeness on the part of 
Colonel Strong. 

Surd. To what, Colonel, do you aUude ? What can 
my friend have done to give you so much grief ? It 
certainly could not have been intentional. 

Lofty. My dear Colonel (bow), I wiU proceed briefly 
to explain to you my great grief, to lay bare to you my — 
heart, knowing that a gentleman of your keen sensi- 
bility must sympathize with me. Colonel, do you rec — 
ollect that when you and Colonel Strong first entered-- 
my humble apartment, I invited Colonel Strong to 
drink with me ? Now I ask you upon your honor as a 
gentleman, if you ever saw a drink of whiskey more 
courteously offered ? 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), your courtesy cannot be 
surpassed, and I must say that in offering a drink to a 
guest, you, in grace of manner, excel the celebrated 
Lord Chesterfield. 

Lgfti/ (two-thii'd bow). Did you observe. Colonel, 
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that Colonel Strong, although my offer was so poUtely 
made, actually refused to drink ? I was wounded to the 
quick. 

Surd. Colonel Lofty (profound bow), pardon my re- 
marking it, but I hope you will do me the honor to 
recoUect that I at the same time also refused to drink, 
and if you are offended with my friend, -you must also 
be equally so with me. Allow me then, while express- 
ing my undiminished regard for you, to terminate this 
interview. 

Lofty, Colonel Hurd (profound bow), you do me in- 
iustice. Tour case stands on a very different footing. 
Ton ioformed me that you never drank, and while dis- 
approTiDg the principles which actuated you, and feel- 
ing it my duty so to express myseK, I now assure you 
that no offense was taken in consequence of your 
refusal. 

Surd, I see. Colonel, that I have unintentionally done 
you an injustice. Please proceed to explain the wrong 
you think my friend has done, and perhaps I may be 
able to account for it to your satisfaction. 

J^fty, Colonel Hurd (full bow without the smile), it 
cannot be accounted for; still I wiU do myself the honor 
te explain it, and at least have the consolation of your 
sympathy. As I remarked, Colonel Strong refused to 
iiuk with me when I first asked him, and he did not 
refuse, in that (pardon me again) poHte and courteous 
Dianner which you or myself would adopt. I will not 
niortify you by describing his manner, which we both 
observed. Again, when I did myseK the honor of invit- 
iig him to drink a second time, he agaia refused in a 
manner — ^well, I will only say that it was not so 
conrteous as yours. Jfow, Colonel, soon ai^et ^ctol 
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honored me with your first visit, in walking up thi 
principal street in this city, called, I think, Broad Stree" 
T did myself the pleasm-e of looking into a saloon when 
T had taken several drinks since my arrival, and whe 
sir, do you think I saw ? 

Hurd. What? 

Lofty. I was horrified by seeing your friend, Coloii-< 
Strong, in the very act of raising a tumbler to his Kp 
I confess that I was so much pained that I turned upo 
my heel, without even making a remark, or taking 
drink myself. Now, Colonel, you see that it is place 
beyond all doubt, that Colonel Strong's action csi 
never be satisfactorily accounted for. Hercules 3 
Lofty knows his duty and dares to do it (standing ero< 
with a most fearless and dignified aii*). I will be coxi 
pelled immediately to send a note to Colonel Strong, l 
an accredited fiiend, demanding an apology in writirt 
and if that is refused, blood must flow, to wash clea 
my honor. 

Hurcl. Colonel Lofty (bow rather tremulous), allo^ 
me to have the honor of saying one word. 

Lofty, Colonel Hiu*d (bow), while nothing you ca»: 
say can alter my fii-m resolve, I avlQ do myseK the honcp 
of heariQg aU you can say for your friend. 

Uurd, Colonel Lofty (profound bow), I now proceet 
to do myseK the honor of discussing the position yo^ 
mention. Your grief is occasioned, it seems to me, b; 
two facts. First : That Colonel Strong intended to ia 
suit you by his refusal. Second : That his manner dia 
tressed you. Do I state the position fairly ? 

Lofty (bow). You state it most faii-ly and clearly. 

Hurd. Then, sir, I will, with your kind indulgence 
explain Colonel Strong's taking the drink you witnessec 
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Ton will please do me the honor to recollect that I in- 
formed you that every effort was made by Major Wood- 
son's friends to ascertain your exact and proper title, so 
^ not to do you injustice in addressing notes to you. 
After all other places of business had been resorted to 
for that information without success, it was reported 
ftat you had been seen entering the saloon you refer 
to, and several others of like kind ; thereupon the friends 
of Major Woodson dispersed to those places in hopes 
of obtaioing the desired information, and it fell to Col- 
onel Strong's lot to visit the place where you were so 
pained by seeing him ; and while there, simply and 
alone to prevent the possibility of wounding your feel- 
ings, he was compelled to take a drink as an excuse for 
entering into a conversation with the bar-keeper and 
others present. 

^fty. Colonel Hurd (bow), we have the honor to be 
iiivolved in a most intricate and astounding affair 
of honor, and, Colonel, I am bound to say that your 
Indd explanation, so far, places Colonel Strong in some- 
what better light than I had conceived possible, not 
l>eing aware of the facts you have mentioned ; but allow 
ine to remark, that it is impossible for you to explain 
^0 (pardon me) want of courtesy of Colonel Strong. 

Burd. Colonel Lofty (bow), I will do myself the 
honor of attempting it. Colonel Strong, as you are prob- 
ably aware, is a scion of one of the first and most distin- 
goished families of North Carolina. You are not from 
that State, I beUeve, Colonel ? 

Lofty, No, sir. 

Burd. Then permit me to refer to a peculiarity well 
known to us about the scions of such families. They 
we, pardon me^ jou know, just a little carele^^ ^V>o\A 
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the details of etiquette and courtesy, which you and 
myself admire iso-much, acting, I suppose, on the sup- 
position that every one knows them to be gentlemen. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), I am aware of * the pecu- 
liarity to which you refer, but feel it due to myself to 
say, that where one of those gentlemen associates with 
Hercules Diogenes Lofty, the peculiarities of States and 
of families must give way. Hercules Diogenes Lofty 
must be treated by those rules of poKteness which he 
recognizes, and Colonel Strong must either apologize 
in writing or meet me on the " field of honor." I must 
insist either on blood, or an apology. 

Hurd, Colonel Lofty (bow), only to prevent the flow 
of blood would I be so bold as to make a suggestion to 
you ; but, feeling it to be my duty, I suggest respectfully 
that an informal note might answer every purpose, and 
Colonel Strong might possibly explain to your satisfac- 
tion. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), while I, like yourself, al- 
ways wish to avoid a flow of blood, yet, in this instance, 
I feel bound by every principle of honor to act in the 
manner first indicated by me. For any man to decline 
to drink with Hercules D. Lofty, except (bow) when the 
gentleman declining never drinks, is a wound to my 
honor which must be redressed under the code. May I 
be so bold, Colonel, as to inquire how you think Col- 
onel Strong will answer the note I intend to send 
him ? It is a matter of the utmost indifference to me, 
and I merely ask your opinion as an act of courtesy to 
yourself. 

Hurd, Colonel Lofty (bow), you overpower me by 
your politeness. Your question, however, is by no 
means easj to answer ; much depends upon the humor 
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Colonel Strong is in when your Mend delivers youj: 
note. If it should be immediately- after he has read 
some pleasant and weU-deserved compliment to one of 
his editorials, or in a genial mood, he may answer your 
note in a very kind and conciliatory manner. If, on 
the contrary, your friend finds him in a bad humor, 
wHcli, by the way, is most probable — say just after cor- 
recting a bad piece of proof — his answer would, in all 
probabihty, be anything but conciliatory. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), I feel under deep and 
lasting gratitude for your views on this most important 
subject, and for your sympathy in my great grief. But 
it is to me perfectly immaterial what course Colonel 
Strong may see fit to pursue on the reception of my 
note. With your permission I will remark, that when I 
had the honor to meet you I was on my way to the bar- 
room imder this hotel, designing when there to imbibe 
a httle whiskey ; and, but for those principles of yours, 
of which I cannot, with courtesy to yourseK, express my 
fall abhorrence, which forbid your di'inking, we might, 
during this most interesting conversation, have taken 
several drinks. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), please excuse me for hav- 
ing detained you so long. I really never know how to 
tear myself away from your pleasant society (and we 
bowed and parted). 
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CHAPTEE XI. 

THE MIDNIGHT DUEL. 

My next interview with Colonel Lofty was an informal 
one, in his apartment, at 9:42 A. M. 

After a most courteous reception, in the urbane and 
dignified manner for which the Colonel is so distin- 
guished, I introduced the conversation as follows : 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (two-third bow), the place which 
Major Woodson is inclined to select, at which to do him- 
self the honor of receiving the important note you bear, 
is Neil's Landing, in Florida ; I mention this fact inform- 
ally, to ascertain whether you have any objection to 
that point. If the place designated does not suit you, 
some other will be named. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (two-third bow), no place could be 
mentioned which would suit me better. And permit me 
to say, that your dehcate manner of intimating the fact 
before making a formal announcement, does both you 
and myseK great honor ; excels any practice under the 
code that I have ever witnessed, except in some of the 
affairs which I have had the honor heretofore to con- 
duct myself. I suppose. Colonel, that you always keep 
the code near you. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (two-third bow), I always have it 
with me, and since I have been honored by making 
jour acquaintance, sleep with it under my head. 
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Lofty, Colonel Hurd (two-tliircl bow), I have long since 
adopted that practice myself, and find it adds to the 
clearness of my thoughts. Often in the still, small hours 
of the night, the vision of a most interesting duel is 
presented before my mind's eye, as clearly defined in 
6veiy particular as if it were real. 01)S(iiTe how much 
worn my code is, Colonel, just above you(m the mantle- 
piece— allow me to show it to you (and he handed it to 
me). 

Surd. Colonel Lofty (two-third bow), with your por- 
misaioii I will read it (and obtaining the permission asked, 
read it* and then remarked) : Colonel, this code wliicli 
I have the honor of receiving from your hands, is one 
which I have never heretofore had the i^leasure of see- 
ing; I perceive it is "thirty-six commandments" is- 
sued by the fire-eaters of Ireland in 1777, and adopted 
by the Knights of Tara. 

Lefty. Colonel Hurd (two-third bow), you astonish 
me, by the statement that you never heard of this 
world-renowned code of honor. Why, sir, many years 
ago, the opponents of our noble profession attempted 
to burlesque this code upon the stage, but the effoii; 
did not succeed. You will notice that under it when a 
gentleman apologizes for certain offenses, he has to do 
so on bended knees, presenting a cane to his antagonist 
with which to flog him. It is the most beautiful cere- 
mony I ever witnessed. I am indeed surprised, that a 
gentleman so remarkably polished, and educated in 
dueling as yourself, should not have heard of it. 

Ilurd. Colonel (bow), you do me injustice. I hope 
you will do me the honor of recollecting that I did not 
express myself as ignorant of the existence or contents of 

*For copy of the Irish code, seo Appendix. 
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this remarkable code ; but that my remark was, tha* 
had never had the pleasure of " seeing " it. I ha^ 
" heard " of it from my " earKest infancy." 

Lofty, Colonel Hurd (profound bow), allow me t^ 
apologize for my unintentional misinterpretation o^ 
your words. It astonished me to think that you ha5 
never heard of this most superb code of honor. I am 
not so much surprised at your never having seen it, as 
there are only a few copies of it in the world. May I 
be so bold, Colonel, as to inquire what code you refei 
to as having always with you ? 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), you gratify me by mak- 
ing the inquiry. The code which I study by night and 
by day, when not enjoying your most delightful society 
is John Lyde "Wilson's. 

Lofty, Colonel Hurd (bow), it strikes me, sir, that ] 
have heard of Wilson's Code ; will you do me the hono] 
of allowing me to see it, if convenient ? (I handed i1 
to him, and he proceeded to read it.*) 

Hurd, Colonel Lofty (bow), may I trouble you bj 
asking permission to sit while you read ? The breeze 
coming in from that western window is so pleasani 
that I wish to sit near it. 

Lofty, Colonel Hurd (bow), you will oblige me bj 
doing so. And we both bowed ; and I seated mysei 
near the window. After reading the code. Colonel Loftj 
arose, and bowing profoundly, remarked : " Colonel, ] 
see one or two pretty good poiuts in this code, which ] 
have had the pleasure of readiug." 

Hurd, Colonel Lofty (bow), it would be presumptioi 
in me to advocate any code of honor, which a gentle 
man of your great and unexampled experience hac 

* See Appendix. 
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Jiot practiced under. It is true, that the most ex- 
perienced duelists and cultivated gentlemen in tliis 
section of the country admire and sustain Wilson's 
Code. The argument they use is, that as civilization 

and refinement progress, all arts and sciences pro- 
gress with equal steps ; and they think that the science 
of dueling is, by Wilsorfs Code, placed upon a true 
basig. I would, however, like to hear your ^dews upon 
Ws important point before my own mind is made up. 

^fty. Colonel Hurd (bow), siace refreshing my mind, 
I recollect having conducted several affairs under this 
code. As I had the honor of mentioning to you, there 
are several passably good points in it, and sir, with your 
permission, I will do Mr. Wilson the honor of adopting . 
tis code in the present important and most interesting 
affair, by no means, however, making it a precedent in 
any future affairs I may have the pleasure of being 
connected with ; for Colonel Wilson was, at the time he 
^ote, far behind this age in this noble science. 

flwrd. Colonel Lofty (profound bow), there are, sir, 
tvo insurmountable objections to my accepting your 
most generous proposition. First, I am not, and can- 
not be, the second of Major Woodson, on account of 
my near relationship to liim. Second, I can, by no 
process of reasoning, see how this intricate affair can 
now be made to conform to Wilson's Code. 

Lofty, Colonel Hurd (bow), your first objection, I will 
do myseK the honor to say, is well taken ; but your 
second, I confess, astonishes me. WiU you be so kind 
as to explain further ? 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), I will at once comply 
^th your request. Mr. WUson lays it down as a rule, , 
that a hostile message should not be sent in the first in- 1 
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stance. Now in tliis remarkable case, you propose to 
send a hostile message in the first instance ; the differ- 
ence seems to me to be irreconcilable. But I pause — 
Tvdth deference to your better judgment. 

Li]ft)i, Colonel Hm-d (bow), Mr. Wilson showed that 
he knew nothing about what he was writing when he 
wiote that section. I do mySelf the honor to say that 
ho was mistaken, and my own experience proves it. 
Why, sir, just thirteen years ago to-night, I was attend- 
ing an opera with a lady in the city of Brooklyn, when 
a gentleman grossly insulted her. I, of course, took no 
notice of the insult at the time, but as soon as I had 
deposited the lady at her residence, I went in search of 
the gentleman who had insulted her, and after looking 
for him in several bar-rooms, I at last found him in one, 
at 12:15 A. M., just in the act of raising a glass of whis- 
key to his Ups. I touched him lightly on the back, and 
he placed his glass upon the counter without drinking, 
and called for another glass for me ; thereupon we 
di-ank together, and when he had settled for the drinks, 
I simply nodded towai'ds the door ; he, of course, under- 
stood me, and we entered my buggy which was standing 
near. I had iq it a case of flint and steel duehng-pis- 
tols, and two bottles of very fine whiskey. The night 
was so pitch dark, it was impossible to see a hand 
within six laches of your face. We di'ove several miles 
out of the city, into an old field used for making brick^ 
and arrived at 1:25 A. M. When there, we stepped off the 
gi'ound, measuring only twelve paces on account of the 
inky darkness of the night. Our terms of combat were, 
that we should exchange pistols after every shot, and 
continue the combat until one or both were killed. At 
the first fire my pistol flashed in the pan, and my ad- 
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^ersary's ball passed through my right lung. We then, 
^i course, exchanged weapons, and took several drinks 
fetter, re-loaded, and prepared for another exchange 
of shots. My adversary having the pistol which had 
failed to fire, in re-priming it, adopted the plan of 
pouring into the pan, first powder, and then whiskey, 
^i then powder and whiskey again. At the signal to 
fire, I waited until he pulled his trigger, when, as I ex- 
pected, the whiskey and powder ignited, illuminating 
Ms face with the blue blaze. I fired instantly, my baU 
passing through his brain, entering a quarter of an inch 
above his right eye ; he only Hved long enough to re- 
quest me to take his watch and pocket-book from his 
person, and deKver them to his wife. I took them by 
m Kght of the blue flame, which was still burning, and 
^ould have disposed of them as he requested, but for 
•"he fact that next morning the papers were full of what 
they were pleased to caU a brutal murder and robbery, 
^^d I have been compelled to keep them, much against 
^y wiU, up to this time. But to the point. My antago- 
^t and myself, before he died, agreed to consider that 
duel as in substantial conformity with Wilson's Code, 
•out admitting that Colonel Wilson might be correct in 
•^e section you refer to, no living man knows what the 
contents of this note, which I keep so sacredly guarded, 
^e, except Captain Porter and myself. 

Major Woodson, I admit, has a right to presume it 
hostile, and, it may be, is compelled to do so from the 
coiTespondence ; but. Colonel, let us suppose that Major 
'*^oodson should be mistaken in his presumption (but 
please do not understand me as admitting the possibility j 
^f snch a thing) ; then might not this intricate affair b 
l^^ought under the Wilson Code ? 
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Hurd, Colonel Lofty (profound bow), your reasoning, 
sir, is perfect, and the precedent you have so modestly 
referred to is overwhelming ; but still, not being Major 
Woodson's second, I do not feel authorized to make the 
arrangement you so magnanimously propose. 

At this interesting stage of our conversation, a police- 
man made his appearance at the door, and, about the 
same time. Dr. Courtney entered through the French 
window, and said, hurriedly : " Gentlemen, the police 
force are upon you," and, passing on to the door, ob- 
tained from the accommodating policeman a five min- 
utes' respite, when Colonel Lofty, turning to me, said, 
after a profound bow : " Colonel Hurd, in this most in- 
teresting state of affairs, which nearly always occurs 
in the affairs of honor which I have heretofore had 
the pleasure of conducting, I will first do you and 
myself the honor of taking a drink (and he drank). 
By acting in this manner, at this important crisis, 
any skulking poUceman who happens to be passing 
the window, will see that we are perfectly cool and _ 
collected. I will now, Colonel, by your kind per — 
mission, place this bottle in my pocket, to provider 
for such casual refreshment as I may need durin^^ 
the interval of my retirement (and he bowed as-^. 
usual, with the bottle in his left hand, and, as he re^H 
gained his pei-pendicular, placed it in his right coat-ta'-^j 
pocket). I will now proceed in a leisurely and dignifi 
manner, to place myseK out of reach of these pryi 
and meddlesome policemen, who are the bane of 



life. I hope you will be able to take care of yours< 
Colonel. Allow me now to bid you good momiix^ 
As he bowbd before retiiing, the neck and one-thir^ 
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tbe bottle projecting from his pocket stood upright, and 
he retired through the window. 

Beiijg left alone, I went quietly to my room, and was 
shortly afterwards arrested, and carried before Judge 
WiHiams. No proof being made against me, and my 
manner (o^ving to my recent association with Colonel 
Lofty) being remarkably urbane and courteous, his hon- 
or ordered and adjudged me to be a perfectly harmless 
individual, and suffered me to depart in the full en- 
joyment of the boon of hberty, so precious to the 
American citizen. My friend. Colonel Strong, however, 
vho was also arrested, was not so fortunate, though 
more innocent ; he was placed under a heavy bond, 
conditioned, to keep at peace while in the State of 
Geoigia. 
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CHAPTEE Xn. 

A CONFMOT BETWEEN THE CODE OF HONOB AND T 

CIVIL CODE. 

In the afternoon of the 19th of July, when the exci 
ment of the people had subsided, and the minions 
the law were satisfied that no duel was afloat (exce 
one in which Colonel Strong was supposed to be e 
gaged, with a man whom he had never seen), all ej 
being turned upon my unfortunate friend, who w 
considered to be a person desirous of disturbing t 
peace of the State of Georgia, in my usual meek a: 
quiet manner; I wended my way to Colonel Loft; 
apartment, who welcomed me in his own remarkal 
pohte manner, but his deportment, I thought, seem 
rather subdued, so much so, that I considered it i 
duty to inquire if any misfortune had befallen hi 
With that courtesy, which no calamity could ov( 
come, he replied: "My dear Colonel Hurd (bow), 
most serious misfortune did befall me since I had t] 
pain of parting from you. You will do me the hon 
to recoUect, that at the moment of our parting, und 
the most exciting set of circumstances, surrounded 
we were by the whole police force of this city, und 
such circumstances as would deprive most men 
all power of calm and dehberate judgment, I k 
the remarkable coolness and foresight to place iu i 
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pocket a bottle of whiskey. I had done myself the 
pleasure of taking but one drink out of that bottle 
(which you did me the honor to observe). Well, sir, 
just before reaching my place of concealment, which 
had been selected beforehand, with my usual precau- 
tion in these delicate affairs, I had the misfortune to 
meet a stranger, and thought it but courteous to salute 
him ; and, in making a pohte bow, my bottle was, by 
some unaccountable means, precipitated from my pocket, 
and broken in fragments. Colonel, I assm-e you, it was 
the best whiskey in the city; and, sir, I was forced to 
remain in my place of concealment for two hours and 
five minutes before I coidd procure a drink." 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), it must have been a ter- 
rible affliction; let me assm-e you of my sympathy ; had 
it not been for this untimely interference of the pohce, 
yoTir whiskey would have been at this time safe, with but 
little danger of breaking the vessel which contained it. 
Lofty. My dear Colonel (bow), you are undoubtedly 

i correct, the whole faidt hes with the officers of the 
W; who, I must say, are always meddling with affairs 
vhich do not concern them ; they seem to take a special 
(delight in interfering with quiet, peaceable gentlemen. 
Iq olden times such interference was not tolerated, 
^! The gentlemen of this country should combine, 
^i frown them down. Would you beheve it, sir, I, 
Hercules D. Lofty, am, at this moment, under a bond to 
^^ the peace in this State. 

Bwd. Colonel Lofty (bow), your statement surprises 
^®'' A gentleman so courteous as yourself, placed 
^fe a bond to keep the peace ! 

^fiy- Colonel Hurd (bow), it is true, sir, and ab- . 
^htely without any just cause. I had c\ia\!Leii^<$i<i ^ " } 
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man (wliom I, at the time, mistook for a gentleman)!] 
cause he gi-ossly insulted me, by refusing to return n 
bow when I was introduced to him, and he, refusing 
apologize, or meet me on the field of honor, I was coi 
pelled, by every principle of honor, to degrade hi] 
Well, sir, I merely did my duty, in the mildest ai 
most quiet manner possible. After first giving hi 
notice that I felt myself compelled to degrade him, i 
the first occasion I shoidd have the pleasure to me 
him, I walked quietly into his store, took him by t 
right ear, led him by it to the front door, and, wh« 
there, I quietly and peaceably kicked him out into t 
street. Upon my honor, sir! I disturbed no one ! Tl 
facts I have mentioned are absolutely all I did, except 
mention to him, privately (in the presence of some eig 
or ten persons, who had assembled upon my acting afi 
have stated), that the next time I met him I should f€ 
compelled to wring his nose. Now, for merely doing r 
duty, in this mild and temperate mannet (and you w« 
know that a gentleman could do no less under such C 
cumstances), I was bound over, sir — yes, Hercul 
D. Lofty was actually boimd over to keep the peace 
I submit to you. Colonel Hurd, whether it was not ' 
act of great injustice ? 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (profound bow), your statemex: 
present a most interesting case. It seems, from yo 
recital of the facts, that you did not intend to viol^ 
the peace of the State, and were merely acting under 
sense of the duty you owed yourseK, and the gentlem 
of the country whom you are so eminently qualified 
represent. 

Lofty, Colonel Hurd (bow), I see you appreciate n 
position exactly. 
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Ewrd, Colonel Lofty (bow), the laws of oiir country 
wrelj punish a man (even for a most flagrant broach of 
tte peace) when a criminal intent is wanting. 

I^fiy. Exactly, Colonel, that is the veiy position I 
I see, sir, that you have acquii'ed a complete 
DiBsteiy of the miserable farce, (pardon me), called law, 
88 well as of the noble science of dueling. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), you do me too much 
konor. But I was going on to remark, that there are 
Wrtam presumptions which are indulged in by the law. 
One of them is, that a man is presumed to intend the 
Wsult which will necessarily follow his act, and if tliis 
presumption was indulged in very strongly by the judge 
^ho tried your case, I can see how he might, by this 
technicaUiy, bind you over to keep the peace, and stiU 
be within the pale of the law. Of coiu'se, I would not 
We you to suppose that I coidd defend his position on 
8ny moral ground. 

I^fty. Colonel Hurd (bow), you may be right ; but, 
% the idea of a gentleman being boimd over to keep 
fte peace upon a mere technicaUty ! 

Swd. Colonel Lofty (bow), it is, indeed, lamentable. 
But I intrude upon your valuable time. Permit me to 
4o myself the honor of placing in your hands this note 
^ Major Woodson. 

Thereupon we went through aU the necessary cere- 
^^esof delivering a note, which have been herein- 
before detailed, and the note was, finally, duly read, as 

follows : 

"Rankin House, Columbus, Georgia, July 10, 1873. 

"Cou)NEL Hercules D. Lofty : 

"Sir: — ^It will suit my convenience to receive any . 
^nunimication to me, with, which you are charged, at | 
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Neil's Landing, in Florida, on the Cliattahoooliee Bdv^ 
I am informed that boats leave here for that point C 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Please be so Mnd as to ifl 
dicate the time at which it will best suit you to repa- 
to that place. 

Very respectfully, 

J. F. Woodson." 






Lofty, Colonel Hurd (profound bow), I will at one 
do myself the honor of replying to this most courteoL 
note ; but before doing so, I will remark, that I woul 
be greatly deUghted if you woidd be so kind as to len 
me, for the space of twelve hours and thirty minute 
that most remarkable code of Mr. Wilson's. After tB 
most careful thought and reflection, I have conclude 
to do Mr. Wilson the honor of having five hundre 
copies of his code printed, for general distributic 
throughout the length and breadth of this great cou_. 
try. I do not expect, su', to realize one cent from tt 
undertaking. I wish to do it merely for my country 
good. Every male child in this broad land shoidd ha- 
a copy of Wilson's Code placed in his hand at least " 
the time he reaches the age of ten years, and it shorz 
be made his daily study, from that time onward, until! 
death. Colonel, I propose further, to present to yom. 
self, in token of the great regard and respect I ha* 
for you, thirteen copies of this code, for general dL 
tribution among your friends. Let us join togetk: 
and educate the masses in this noble science. 

Hurd, Colonel Lofty (profound bow), allow me 
say, that the heartfelt interest you take in the futu 
of our country, does you much honor; and while 
confess that parting from my code, for twelve hoO 
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^i thirty minutes, will be a great privation to me, 
*ffl, following your noble example, when yon volun- 
tsrify deprived yourself of your wliiskey, by an act of 
^ere courtesy to a stranger, I will yield to your flat- 
tering request ; feeling myself more than compensated 
*tid greatly honored by your offer of tliirteen copies. 
-Bnt, allow me to suggest, that you have also printed 
ftt the head of the code, these words : " Endorsed and 
Approved by Colonel Hercides Diogenes Lofty." 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (profound bow), your last re- 
liaark shows that you appreciate my position. But I 
do not know that Hercides D. Lofty will endorse in 
BTery particular this code. I may, at some future 
time, see fit to give a qualified approval of it. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (profound bow), while I regret 
that you do not take my suggestion, it is more than 
I»obable your views are correct. But I detain you 
fiom replying to the note of Major Woodson. Will 
yon permit me to occupy this rocking-chair while you 
^te? 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), you will greatly honor 

^e by taking it. And now I will at once proceed to 

answer this most polite npte ; but fii-st, Colonel, I will, 

^wth your permission, take a diink, always lamenting, 

^ I do, that your principles (I will say no more, lest I 

offend you) prevent your joining me. Ah, Colonel, how 

Diucli enjoyment I have missed by your misfortune 

Jii not knowing the pleasure of drinking ! It gives zest 

^d refinement to an affair of honor. In fact, I have 

^ever seen one carried on successfully without it. 

He bowed, and drank ; I bowed, and sat doT\Ti ; and 
Lionel Lofty proceeded to write his note. 
After it was completed he, in due form, handed it to \ 
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me, with the usual ceremony, so important in such an 
affair. And the note was read as follows : 

" Columbus, July 19, 1873. 
"At Rankin House, Room No. 7, 5 p.m. 

" Major J. F. Woodson, pt-esent en viHe, 

" I have the honor to acknowledge your note of this 
instant, handed me by Colonel G. W. Hurd. In reply, 
I win say, that Neil's Landing, in Florida, upon the 
Chattahoochee Eiver, will suit me very weU, and, also, I 
woidd say, that I will take the Tuesday's boat. 

'' I am, sir, with profound respect, 

" Tour very obedient servant, 
" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D.*' 
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CHAPTEE Xm. 



PBEPAKATIONS FOR DEPARTURE. 



A.T 6 I". M. of the 29th day of July, 1873, the note of 
CJolonel Xiofty, dated 5 p. m., was deUvered by me to 
Major "Woodson. 

kw ^was now bustle and confusion among the Major's 

friends. "While preparations for depai-ture on Tuesday's 

boat ^were being rapidly made, walls were executed, 

k- seconds, sxirgeons, and surgical instruments sought for, 

1 etc. ; everything was done in the most mysterious and 

1 secret manner; only tried and true fidends could be 

I trusted. 

' Meantime the party of Colonel Lofty were equally 
active and equally prudent. Messages flashed over the 
wires by night and by day. On Sunday afternoon 
Captain T. J. Porter and Major John F. Slielton had 
joined Colonel Lofty at the Rankin House, bringing 
with them arms and ammunition. 

By Monday morning, July 21st, all this prudence on 
the part of all parties had gradually excited the cm-i- 
osity and alarm of the good citizens of Columbus to an 
imnatural pitch. Mothers kept their children in-doors ; 
respectable heads of families consulted together as to 
the best means to prevent the flow of blood. 

A Board of Honor was organized, and intervened to 
prevent a hostile meeting, if possible, under the code, 
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They addressed a polite note to each party, astii 
that they might be allowed to search diligently into tl 
origin of the misunderstanding, with a view to ascert^fc 
whether some misapprehension or mistake did not e 
ist, which might be corrected, and harmony restore 
This was responded to favorably by Colonel Lofty ai 
a gentleman who was authorized to act for Maj 
Woodson. I am unable to give a copy of Major Woa 
son's reply, as written by his friend. Colonel Lof* 
however, in this instance, overcoming his native ma 
esty, allowed two notes, written by himself, togetb 
with one from the Board of Honor, to be printed in t 
"Herald," thereby enabling me to obtain copies 
them, which I set out verbatim, 

" Columbus, July 21, 1873. 
" Rankin House, Room No. 7, 11 a. u 

"Colonel Charles M. Potts, "W. T. Lumkin, Es 
Colonel John M. Buford, present en viUe. 

" Gentlemen : — Tour favor of this a. m., addressed 
Captain T. J. Porter and Major J. F. Woodson in c 
pUcate, and handed to me for deKvery to Captain T* 
Porter, claims a reply from me. I have the honor 
state to you, that up to this moment no communicati 
of any character has taken place between Captain P< 
ter and Major Woodson. 

" I will frankly own to you, that I am the bearer of 
undeUvered message from Captain Porter to Ma; 
Woodson. 

" I will state, that some correspondence has pass* 
between Major Woodson and myself, relative to t] 
point at which my message should be dehvered. I vr. 
also own, that an agreement as to the point of dehvei 
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las been reached by us. I will say to you, gentlemen, 
tliat 1 80 higbly appreciate the lofty and chivahic spirit, 
which lias moved you to address this letter to which I 
am replying, that I will frankly, as you desire, consent 
to the mutual and temporary withdrawal of all the cor- 
K^ndence which has passed between Major Wood- 
son and myself. 

"I permit the withdrawal for the space of twelve 
hours and ten minutes, with the understanding that, 
should your humane effort prove of no avail, that 
affairs between Major Woodson and myself resume 
their present position, and that I shall repair to the 
point we agreed upon at the time we have appointed. 
At the proper time, and at your request, I have no ob- 
jection to submit to you the message ynth which I am 
charged. 

"I am, gentlemen, with profound respect, 
" Tour very obedient seivant, 

" Hercules D. Loffy, M. D." 



To this note of Colonel Lofty, the Board of Honor 
^pKed as follows : 

" Columbus, Ga., July 21, 1873. 

"Colonel H. D. Lofty : 

"Yotir reply of this instant received, together with 
a similar one from General Pearson, on behaK of Major 
"oodson ; and now, in pursuance of a purpose so hon- 
orably seconded by each of you, we respectfully ask 
Uiatyou submit to us the cause of complaint in the 
premises, to the end that the same may be considered, 
^d further action on our part taken, which we hope^ 
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may be the means of an amicable adjustment between 
the gentlemen. 

" BespectfuUy, 

" Your obedient servants, 
t " Chakles M. Potts, 

" W. T. LUMKIN, 

" Jno. M. Bufobd." 

Colonel Lofty's reply to this note was as follows : 

'* Columbus, Ga., July 21, 1873. 
" Rankin House, Room No. 7, 1:25 p. m. 

"Colonel Charles M. Potts, W. T. Lumkin, Esq., 
Colonel Jno. M. Bueord, pt-esent en ville. 

" Gentlemen : — ^Yonr second note of this date is jnst 
received ; in reply, I have the honor to refer the cause 
of complaint upon the part of my friend. 

" The copy of * The Sun ' which I inclose, contains an 
article signed by Major Woodson, in which he refers to 
Thos. K. Smith, now deceased, who was a fourth cousin 
of Captain Porter, and in which article Major Woodson 
states, among other things, that Thomas K. Smith, de- 
ceased, did, in his lifetime, have criminal connection with 
one Caroline Myers, and that said Thomas K. Smith 
was not at the time of his death a member of any 
church. 

" An unquahfied retraction of every statement in this 
article, so far as the same relates to Captain Porter's 
relation, is all that is desired. 

" I am, very respectfully, 
" Your obedient servant, 

" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 

Whatever doubt may have heretofore existed as to 
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the propriety of making public any action resulting 
from an unsuccessful intervention of a self-constituted 
Board of Honor, is now set at rest by the high authority 
of this precedent, set by the distinguished Colonel Lofty, 
in allowing this correspondence to be printed. Upon 
the intervention of the Board of Honor, the wires were 
again called into requisition. 

Dispatches flashed with hghtning speed to Seal and 
OpeUka, to which points Major Woodson and myself 
had returned to hastily wind up our earthly affairs. 
Post-horses and steam were put into active use to bring 
us to Columbus in view of a reconciliation. The peo- 
ple became more quiet ; scorn and contempt were de- 
picted on the faces of many, and bets were freely given 
and taken, that one or other of the combatants woidd 
(using a vulgar expression) "take water." (Colonel 
Lofty was never known to take it.) 

The vigilance of the pohce was relaxed. Many 
thought and expressed themselves (in the unrefined par- 
lance in vogue at the time), that the thing (so they 
called an affair of honor) was "squashed," or had 
"busted." 

The efforts of the Board to reconcile matters being 

fruitless, they ceased their labors at 1 a. m., on Tuesday 

morning. The poUce force were reported to have 

sniffed the failure to adjust, and were on the alert at 

daylight, but the good citizens slept quietly in their 

beds, until they were aroused by the astounding report 

that Colonel Lofty, Captain Porter, and Major Shelton 

had escaped the vigilance of the pohce, and had been 

seen driving out of the city at 3 a. m., with furious 

speed, in a carriage accompanied by outriders. 

The whereabouts ot Major Woodson and iny^^i^^^i:^ 
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not apparently suspected, except by friends. Tlie boat 
was to leave at 8 A. m. Major Woodson and myself, a 
short time before that hour, after taking a final farewell 
of many true friends, who did not know that they would 
ever see him in life again, especially, of that brave boy 
who, with a smile on his Hp, and almost a tear in his 
eye, said, " Just keep cool, and shoot as you did at the 
pigeons, and we will see you safe home again. Uncle 
James." 

We wended our way by quiet back streets, and as we 
went, the boy's words rang in my ears and I said, 
" Major, that boy will make a man ; he's game ; " and 
then I regretted my remark, for I saw in the eye of the 
veteran of two wars a moisture unusual to those clear 
orbs, for he loved that fatherless boy ; but he only said, 
" Yes, he'll do pretty well, the conceited puppy, giving 
me advice." 

As we neared the landing, a friend met us with the 
information that the poUce force of the city were guard- 
ing every avenue to the boat ; then the Major's eyes 
flashed fire, and he said, "He'd fight his way through." 
I paused for a moment to consider what Colonel Lofty 
would do, were he surrounded by such adverse circum- 
stances. Well, thought I, first, he woidd take a drink, 
but ill a moment the thought, quicker than lightning, 
flashed through my mind of the gallant manner in 
which the Colonel and his party had dashed out of 
town. I had it. A horse and buggy, and we could 
charge through a regiment of pohcemen. Back from 
the river we darted two blocks ; Major Woodson was 
^ secreted. I rushed off in search of a horse and buggy, 
^ two blocks further, and met a friend just getting into a 
J^^gYf ^o which was attached a dashing, fiery horse. I 
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explained my desire, &nd in less than a moment Major 
Woodson and myseK were dri\ing furiously to the boat. 
No policeman interfered. The whistle had blown, steam 
up, and gang-ways ready to be hauled in, as we ap- 
proached ; we were just in time, the reins thrown over 
the horse's back, and into the boat we rushed, out of 
breathy but in time. 
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CHAPTEB XIV. 



WE 8TABT DOWN THE KEYEB. 



Pkecisely at the hour of 8 a. IL on the 
Jtily, the Steamer "Farley" commanded by 
Fry, pushed off from the landing at Columbus, 
had time to look around. There stood our friend 
Wyatt, tall, six-feet-one at least, thin and pale, h 
quiet, and serene manner, calculated to inspir 
dence and respect, but alas ! not a behever in tl 

Doctor Courtney, with his gentlemanly and ] 
manners, greeted us cordially ; and then, from oi 
cabin, stepped our genial friend. Doctor King, hi 
pleasant face not smiling, but Trith a mirthful g 
the comer of his eye, which always rested th( 
ample form seemed a boat-load in itself. He a 
perfectly at home ; knew the captain, the mt 
cook, and everybody else, and was a code m£ 
inch of him ; now, however, engaged in the pe 
avocation of a Life Insurance Agent, taking i 
with us, as he said, merely for the purpose of : 
the Hves of both paiiies, their seconds and frier 

said Miss was the only lady passeng 

knew her, of course, and after awhile stepped i 
after cabin to insure her life, but before doing sc 
shown Major Woodson and myseK to our state 
pointed out to us the fact that the armory of th 
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site party, consisting of several small swords, sabres, 
dueling pistols and guns, had been, by mistake, placed 
in our rooms. He requested our accommodating cap- 
tain to have them removed, to keep from frightening us, 
he said. We now had leisure to enjoy the picturesque 
scenery as the boat quietly sped on its winding way 
down the beautiful Chattahoochee. At 10 a. m. we 
Beared Abercrombie's Bend ; there, upon the bank, stood 
Colonel Hercides D. Lofty, Captain Porter, and Major 
Shelton, but the boat passed on, and they were signalled 
to repair to a point some three himdred yards lower 
down, to be shipped. 

At the point selected by Captain Fry as a safe place 
for his boat to touch the shore, the bank was precipit- 
ous, in fact nearly perpendicular; having been worn 
away for countless ages by the unceasiag flow of the 
river at its base, it stood bare and naked, with an abrupt 
descent of nearly forty feet. The clay and sand which 
tad, from time to time, fallen from the bank, formed 
a narrow bed at its foot comparatively level, and quite 
soft, and left an overhanging surface at the top, treach- 
erous to look at, held there merely by the tenacity of 
the grass and shrub roots. 

Winding down this cliff was a slippery footway, which 
^e on the boat could see with tolerable distiactness, but 
^as invisible to the party, now just discernible on the 
heights above. 

We called aloud to them, and poiated out the place 
to enter this path. Finally, Captain Porter and Major 
Shelton saw our signs, and went towards it, but Colonel 
Lofty, marching onward with head erect, with thatj 
stately martial air which so becomes him, saw not ouil 
signals, heard not our voices raised to "wamlam ol \flJ 
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danger, stepped out (with the boldness and decision so 
natural to him) upon the treacherous overhanging sur- 
face. Alas ! what a fall was there — no, not a fall, but 
what a slide down the steep clay-stained cliff — clutching 
in desperation (as his false footing sUd from beneath 
him) at shrubs and grass, as he slided on, even at the 
clay-bank itseK, but all in vain ! No power on earth 
could stop his sUde until he rolled in the soft mud at 
the foot of the cliff, and there, while we stood spell- 
bound upon the deck, we saw Colonel Lofty clutch des- 
perately at his left thigh, and we feared some serious 
accident had befallen him. He rose slowly, still hold- 
ing his thigh with both hands, and walked into the 
boat. He did not limp, but his erect carriage and 
dauntless air seemed for the moment to have deserted 
him. 

He passed us by without a bow, right on into his 
state-room. His beautiful white vest was soiled, and 
his feelings, if not his Hmbs, evidently wounded. 

Major Shelton and Captain Porter came quietly on 
board, both with pleasant manner and address. 

The boat proceeded on its tortuous way. Doctor 
King walked around, knowing everjiihing ; the names of 

all the landings and bends, and where Miss was 

to get off ; when the boat would reach any given point ; 
what we were to have for dinner — ^in short, everything 
worth knowing, with many an anecdote to beguile our 
way. 
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CHAPTEE XV. 

D0C5T0R KING GIVES COMFORT AND OBTAINS A YALUABLE 

ACQUISITION. 

At 12:20 p. m., Colonel Lofty emerged from his state- 
room, and before dinner was announced Doctor King was 
on terms of intimacy with him. Immediately after that 
important meal had been dispatched, Colonel Lofty re- 
quested Doctor King to do him the honor of granting a 
strictly private interview, and upon the request being 
acceded to, they repaired to a retired part of the boat, 
and had a serious and solemn conversation, which, as a 
tale historian, I place before my readers, not so much 
because it bears directly upon the Code of Honor as 
because it is a fact. Their conversation was as fol- 
lows : 

^fty. My dear Doctor King (bow), as I stood upon 
•iliat steep and overhangiQg cHff, just before I did myself 
•^c honor of entering this boat, I observed you standing 
^Pon the after-deck. 

King, Well, Colonel, I suppose you did. I certainly 
saw you. 

^fty. My dear Doctor Kiag (bow), I observed at the 
^^e time that I had the pleasure of seeing you, a most 
"^autiful lady standing by your side. Do you think 
^ow, my ^gaj. Doctor, that she saw me as I stood upon 
*at high cKff or bank ? 
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King. I don't see why she should not haye seen you, 
for you were in plain view — in fact, the most conspicu- 
ous feature in the landscape. 

Lofty, My dear Doctor, did you happen to notice 
that I entered the boat with — with — well, I may say, in 
some degree of haste — in short, that I walked down the 
bank somewhat rapidly — ^in fact, rather faster than I 
usually do myseK the honor of walking ? 

King, Well, Colonel, if you call sUding down that 
bank, like a shot out of a shovel, except that you grabbed 
at everything in reach, " walking down the bank some- 
what rapidly," I can tell you that I did happen to notice 
it. 

Lofty. My dear Doctor, we will call it, then, my rapid 
approach to the boat, or we may say my — ^my — sliding 
down the bank. I have concluded to ask your opinion 
as to whether or not you thought that beautiful lady 
saw me — saw me — ^well, say, slide down that bank ? 

King. I think she did. 

Lofty, My dear Doctor King (bow), did you happen to 
observe that immediately after the earth gave way, as I 
stood upon that high bluff, that I had the misfortune of 
having my pants come in contact with a snag, or root, 
situated near the top of the cUff, and, as I proceeded 
downward, that the snag still held my pants until a rent 
was made in them fi^om just below the knee to the waist- 
band? 

King. Yes, Colonel, I saw it very plaialy. 

Lofty, My dear Doctor King, did you happen also to 
observe that, at the same time my pants were lacerated, 
my nether garment was torn in the same manner and 
\ by the same snag ? 

f JTmg^, Oi course, Colonel, I saw it aL, for I was look- 
^g right at you. 
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JUfty. My dear Doctor King, that beautiful lacly 
standing by your side, do you think it possible that she 
saw — saw — anytlung ? 

King, Well, Colonel, I was really so interested look- 
ing at you slide down the bank that I did not turn to 
see whether " the beautiful lady," as you call her, had 
her eyes shut or not, but if you merely want my opioion, 
I rather think she kept them open. 

Lofty. My dear Doctor (bow), I have some very fine 
whiskey in my state-room, and after the most remarkable 
and distressing events which have occurred in the last 
few hours, I feel that a drink is absolutely necessary to, 
in any degree, alleviate my feelings. I have already, 
since I had the honor of coming on this boat, taken 
several, but as there is still some on hand I hope you 
will do me the honor to joia me (and they went inside). 

As Doctor TCing described this scene to me, he at- 
tempted to imitate the courteous bow of Colonel Lofty, 
but I felt constrained to advise him that his effort was 
not quite successful. In the first place, I candidly ex- 
pressed the opinion that no fleshy gentleman could ever 
accomplish it, for a respectable stomach made it a physi- 
cal impossibihty for the gentleman possessing it to de- 
scend more than one-third the distance requisite. Then 
the fingers of Doctor King's right hand were always 
more spread out when the one-third of the bow, which 
¥88 all he could accomplish, was complete, than was al- 
lowable under the code. Of course I mentioned these 
points with the utmost deUcacy, calling into play aU the 
Taluable lessons in poUteness acquii-ed during my inter- 
eonrse with Colonel Lofty. So deUcately did I express 
ttyself that Doctor Kiag was perfectly satisfied with 
lihnself and with me, declaring, as we parted, ^^ ^"\i^\» 
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perfection in bowing he should be able to acquire on the 
trip by constant practice, and association with Colonel 
Lofty, would be woi*th at least a thousand dollars to hiTn 
in the Insurance business. He left me to renew an at- 
tempt to insure the life of one of the mates, who, he said, 
had resisted many a former effort. I noticed him ap- 
proach the mate, bowing, with his idea of Colonel Lo%'s 
urbane and courteous style. Half an hour later when we . 
chanced to meet, his usually solemn face was radiant aa . 
he exclaimed, " Colonel, it worked like a charm. I haye .} 
just insured that man's life for three thousand doUara. 
Had I understood bowing when among the Creek Indi- j 
ans the whole tribe would have taken policies." r 

I was pleased to see the contentment resting upon i 
his countenance and said nothing to disturb it. He did i 
not at all mind the scattering of furniture when in the ■ 
way of performing his newly-acquired bow. ^ 

i 

i 
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CHAPTEE XYE. 

AT EUFAULA. 

^.T 3:18 P. M., our boat landed at Eufaula, a city- 
bed far and wide for its beautiful women, and brave, 
Lvalric men. As the boat was to remain here until 3 
M., we went ashore, and found the city alive with 
mors of the expected rencounter ; dispatch after 
spatcli taving been sent to this point and all other 
ndings on the river blessed with a telegraph office, 
f gJTig the arrest of both parties. The Governor of 
Hdrida tad been telegraphed to have troops stationed 
i every landing in that State, and the Sheriff of Jack- 
County to have an armed posse at Neil's Landing, 
prevent a fight at all hazards. Upon ascertaining 
facts, Major Woodson and myseK were on the 
it of re-embarking to avoid an arrest, when we had 
ranees from the courteous Mayor and resident 
icers, that no force, save that of moral suasion, would 
used by them to prevent the bloody encounter ex- 
id in the sister State of Florida. Ministers of the 
)el and some old friends crowded around and im- 
)red me not to act rashly in the affair, but exhaust all 
lorable means for reconciliation. So much was I 
ttoved by their appeals that I assured them that 
either Major Woodson nor myseK desired a fight, and 
I'^onld only engage in one as a matter of accommoda- 
pbn. Doubtless I was wrong in making this frank 
•dmission. What would Colonel Lofty think, ^et^ "Viei 
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apprised of this confession ? I attempted to repair nq 
error by enjoining silence upon those who heard my ex- 
pression, and my indiscretion would be forever buried 
were it not that I consider it my duty, in this tmthfal 
history, to write it, because it is a fact. 

Colonel Lofty was approached with the same solicitft^ 
tions, and while he received the parties making thenj 
with his usual courtesy, his greater experience and de» 
cision enabled him to impress it fully upon their mini 
that a meeting was inevitable. At 7:20 p. M., a self- 
stituted Board of Honor intervened without success. 

At 9 : 32 p. M., Colonel Lofty was reported as hai 
returned with his party to the boat. At 1:30 A. 
Major Woodson's friends were safely on board. M 
2 :08 A. M., Major Woodson andmyseK left the hotel 
the boat and encountered an officer and posse, with 
warrant for his arrest. Our position now seem* 
desperate. O, for the experience and coolness of C< 
onel Lofty in this emergency ! 

Should the arrest be made, there was absolutely 
time to be released upon the States' most gracious 
of Habeas Corpus, that bidwark of Uberty. I coi 
think of nothing that Colonel Lofty woidd do if 
situated, but invite the officer to drink — Chappy thougl 
My mind continuing to dwell upon that great man, il 
occurred to me that he would, at least, have boweq 
Following the thought, I bowed profoundly, and whfl^ 
I recovered my upright posture. Major Woodson hai 
disappeared in the darkness of the night. 

After an ineffectual search, the officer returned to tM 
spot where Major Woodson escaped, and I ascertained 
from him that the warrant he held had not been sue^ 
out by any citizen of Euf aula. A distant friend, who cool 
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scientiously believed that the code of honor was in con- 
flict with the doctrines of the New Testament, had taken 
this means to prevent the shedding of blood. Now, 
under a strict construction of the code, this friend had 
no right thus to interfere, but as I have not considted 
Colonel Lofty upon the point, do not lay it down as an 
absolute rule, and as the iaterference in this instance 
was ineffectual, I did not even advise Major Woodson 
to send a note to his officious friend. 



i 
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CHAPTEE XVn. 



WHAT RUMOR SAID. 



At the hour of 3 A. m., on the 23d day of July, our 
boat moved off from the Eufaula Landing. We were 
afloat again. Tired and sleepy we immediately repair- 
ed to the cabin, hoping to find an opportunity to enjoy 
the repose we so much needed ; but there was a rumor 
aboard, which we were compelled to hear, in all its de- 
tails, before we slept. This rumor was, as well as I can 
recollect, that Colonel Lofty had sat up with friends 
from the city until thirteen minutes after 2 A. M. ; that 
these friends brought brandy with them, and that the 
Colonel had a large supply of whiskey on hand ; thai^ 
his friends drank whiskey with him and he brandy witihLH 
them, until his equilibrium could no longer maintain i1 



proper balance. Two boat-hands, said Madam Bumor — 
had been eye-witnesses to the fact that at the time, an(P^ 
in the state of mind and body above intimated, Colone'^ 
Lofty, with his fiiends, had approached the side of th^^ 
boat, next to the bank, reeUng to and fro like a tempesi 
driven ship in mid-ocean. She further reported thi 
the Colonel, being prevented by one of the said boatzid 
hands from completing the execution of a bacchanaha^^ 
movement towards the edge of the boat, steadied him— ^ 
seK for a moment, attempted to bow, and would hav^^ 
measm'ed his length on the floor had it not been for th^^ 
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timely assistance of the other boat-hand. Feeling ag- 
grieved at this imagined restraint upon his pei-sonal 
liberty, our author says that the Colonel gave vent to 
his indignation against the aforesaid boat-hands, threat- 
ening, in the vocabulary of the disciples of " John Bar- 
leycorn," to pull their noses or to send them a note " by 
a friend," And that, in this blissful state of mind, sup- 
ported by a friend, he accidentally walked into the 
(Chattahoochee, pulling his friend on top of him, and 
was rescued from a watery grave only by the prompt 
assistance of those on board. 
Now all this is what nmior said, when we went aboard 
the boat, and it is narrated here because it is a fact that 
rmnor said it. The tale that rumor told made a sad 
impression on my mind. It sorely grieved me to hear 
AmA Colonel Hercules Diogenes Lofty, my heait ideal of 
» great man, had become intoxicated and had fallen into 
file muddy Chattahoochee, and that, too, whilst engaged 
ii conducting an affair of honor. 
I I retired to my berth a sad and disappointed man. 
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CHAPTEE XYin. 

IT IS DEMONSTRATED THAT RUMOR CANNOT ALWAYS BE ' 

RELIED UPON. 

With melancholy emotions did I dress myself anrt 
walk on deck, the morning following the occurrence d 
the events rumor related as having happened in the pre 
vious chapter. The first person it was my good fortnn 
to meet was my friend Doctor Jones, who had joined ci 
at Euf aula. He shook my hand, as usual, in a cordis 
maimer, and inquired kindly after my health, remarkizi 
that I looked worse than he had ever seen me. I mad 
a candid confession to him that I was suffering mentaiS 
ly, and informed him of all that rumor had said coB 
ceming the man with whose character I had been 
favorably impressed. Listening to me patiently to tB 
conclusion, his merry laugh resounded over the watel^ 
and instantly reassured me in my favorable opinion ofl 
Colonel Lofty. " Colonel," said he, " that is all a mistake/ 
and he thus explained the whole matter to my perfect sal^ 
isfaction : " I was out early this morning, and m4 
Colonel Lofty on the pass-way, back of his stai# 
room, watching for a waiter, and with nothing on btfl 
a shirt. Li his left hand he held his pants, and ovf0 
his left arm hung that beautiful white vest, which h^ 
wears so becomingly, and which you doubtless remefflM 
ber. In the Colonel's right hand was his coat, and su*- 
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pended from his little finger were his boots, his arms be- 
ing stretched out at full length to prevent any of the 
enumerated articles from coming in contact with his 
person, for they were soaking wet, and very muddy. 
With a bow, the Colonel responded to the salutation I 
addressed to him, expressing much happiness at seeing 
me, and requesting to know of me where I thought he 
could find a waiter so early in the morning. 

" * I really cannot inform you, Colonel,' was my reply. 
* We might call a boat-hand.' * No ! not a boat-hand,' 
juddthe Colonel, * I would prefer not seeing one of them. 
ifou would oblige me by not calling one of them.' 

" ' Certainly not. Colonel, if you object,' I replied. * I 
was distressed to hear this morning that an accident had 
jbefaUen you — ^that you had fallen into the river.' 
ii " * You do me great injustice. Doctor, unintentionally no 
bt, by speaking of my having fallen into the river, or 
en of an accident having befallen me. I assure you, 
lir, there is a great mistake — an unpardonable error — 
eoristiTig in relation to the affair to which you have just 
luded. Allow me to do myself the honor of explain- 
Last evening my friend. Major Thorn, visited me 
y and brought with him several gallons of the 
test whiskey I ever tasted, and about the same quantity 
of fine brandy. I am not very fond of brandy, when I 
get whiskey, and I consequently confined myself, 
cipally, to the whiskey. The evening passed off 
anost pleasantly. Numerous friends dropped in upon 
from time to time and honored us by drinking with 
«, and we continued to enjoy ourselves imtil eighteen 
aunutes of two a. m., when, to my great surprise and 
Biartification, I discovered that my friend, Major Thorn, 
becoming intoxicated. Immediately upon making 
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this discovery I insisted upon his going home. There 
nothing that so mortifies me as to see a friend, ev( 
slightly inebriated, and I am always more particular 
this point when an affair of honor is on hand. Prev 
ing upon my fiiend, by urgent entreaties, to leave 
we took a parting glass, and I accompanied him to 



gangway, intending to see him off the boat in saietry 
(A boat-hand insulted me whilst I was in company wIl^I: 
my friend, and I would have challenged him if he hctd 
been a gentleman.) The gangway of this boat consists 
of a plank just seventeen inches and a half wide. I 
pointed it out to my friend, as he was about to leave tho 
boat, but being intoxicated, he insisted that it was naif 
where I said it was, but just twenty-eight and a half inch- 
es to the right. A dispute ensued between us, and vxy 
friend, being intoxicated as aforesaid, concluded to splii? 
the difference, and in thus attempting to reach the shor0 ! 
walked into the river, missing the plank just fourteeti. 
and a quarter inches. Under such circumstances wha* 
was Hercules D. Lofty's duty ? His guest had fafleti- 
into the river. He did what courtesy demanded, he im-* 
mediately stepped into the water . by the side of hi* 
friend, that his feelings might not be mortified by hift 
being in the river alone. It was a mere act of courtesy - 
to my guest, Doctor, that caused me to step into the 
river. No true gentleman could have done less under 
the circumstances.' " 

I expressed to Doctor Jones my delight at hearing 
this reasonable, and doubtless correct version, of a cir- 
cumstance that reflected so much credit on Colonel 
Lofty and so thoroughly exemplified his great delicacy 
of feeling. 
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CHAPTEE XIX. 

INTERVIEWS BETWEEN DOCTOR KING AND COLONEL LOFTY. 

"Whuje Doctor Jones was giving me the satisfactory 
explanation detailed in the last chapter, Colonel Lofty 
quietly emerged from his state-room, fuUy di-essed, ex- 
cept that his feet were only covered by a paii* of socks, 
approached the state-room of Doctor King, who, fuUy 
dressed, was in the act of leaving it when he was ac- 
costed by Colonel Lofty as follows : 

Lofty. My dear Doctor King (bow), may I be so bold 
as to inqnire whether you have passed a pleasant 
night? I assure you that I feel pleased and much 
honored at seeing you. 

King (attempting to bow). My dear Colonel, I slept 
welL 

Lofty. My dear Doctor, I have done myseK the honor 
of calling on you this morning in order that you might 
have the pleasure of confening a great favor on me. I 
wiU remark, that last night I couiieously stepped into 
the river after a friend, and in doing so had the mis- 
fortune of getting my boots damp, and this morning I 
found it impossible to place my feet in them, although I 
pidled off all the straps in making an attempt to do so. 
I have now temporarily parted with the possession of 
my boots, and placed them in the hands of the Steward 
of this boat, who is engaged in drying them. Now, my 
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dear Doctor, I have had the honor of observing you 
wearing a pair of sUppers, which (pardon me for notic- 
ing it) I now see on your feet (pointing to the large, 
flat-bottomed, low-quartered shoes on Doctor King's 
feet). Now, my dear Doctor, I wish to do myself the 
honor of borrowing those sUppers from you ; will you be 
so kind and obliging as to puU them off and let me wear 
them until my boots are dry (bow) ? 

Kincj. My dear Colonel (attempting to bow), I assure 
3''ou that it would give me pleasure to accommodate you 
in any way, but these " sHppers " (as you call them) are 
the only shoes I have, and if I loaned them to you I 
would have to remain in my state-room barefoot, with- 
out the opportunity of insuring any one. 

Lofty, My dear Doctor (bow), you astonish me be- 
yond measure. I would have supposed that almost 
any gentleman would have provided himself with boots 
on such an occasion as the present. And now, as we 
are approaching the interesting spot where Captain 
Porter may send a note to Major Woodson, I would 
think that all the gentlemen in both parties would put 
them on. I assure you, sir, that never in all my great 
experience have I seen any gentleman approach a spot, 
selected as this has been, without boots. 

King. My dear Colonel (attempting to bow), it may 
seem to you surprising, but it is not at aU so to me. 
My business is a life-insurance agent, and I always suc- 
ceed better in that business in flat-bottomed shoes. 
But allow me to say, that what surprises me beyond 
measure is, that a gentleman of your courteous manners, 
who is in the habit of stepping into rivers through 
courtesy to your friends, should not always provide 
yourself with sUppers for such usual emergencies. 
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lK)fty. My dear Doctor (bow), your remarks are cor- 
rect and reflect credit upon yourseK. Let me assure 
yon that Hercules Diogenes Lofty always travels with 
slippers provided for just such emergencies as that of 
last night ; but, sir, on this occasion, after my fiiend had 
fallen into the river and I had, through coui-tesy, stepped 
in and taken him out, I found that his boots were damp, 
and knowing that he would find a difficulty m getting 
them on this morning, I placed my slippers in his 
pocket that he might not be troubled in looking for his 
own when he should awake. Now, Doctor, I leave it 
to your honor whether a gentleman could do less under 
such circumstances ? 

Kifig. My dear Colonel (attempted bow), I must say, 
that in my opinion you carry courtesy too far. I would 
think that courtesy could not have requii-ed more of 
yon, under such circumstances, than to lend your friend 
one of your slippers, and then he could have hopped 
about until he found his own, and you could have done 
the same until you succeeded in borrowing one. 

At 12 o'clock M. Doctor King was sitting on the deck 
of the boat when Colonel Lofty again approached, and, 
after a polite salutation, accompanied by the offer of a 
Havana cigar, addressed him as follows : " My dear 
Doctor King, there is on board this boat a trunk belong- 
ing to some member of Major Woodson's party, which 
18 very heavy, as though it contained arms ; now, my 
^ F dear Doctor, would you be so kind as to honor me by 
^'i I Bonnising to which of Major Woodson's party that trunk 
"»■ I Wongs and what it contains ? 

?^l King, Do you mean, Colonel, that large yellow 
i| tnmk? 

I^ty. My dear Doctor, that yellow trunk is the very 
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one to wliicli I allude ; it is an untisually loDg tnu 



and looks as if it might contain shot-gons, unbreecb 
Would you honor me, Doctor, by youi* views upon 
subject ? 

King. Certainly, Colonel, I will take pleasure 
doing so. I agi'ee with you that the trunk might c 
tain a shot-gim, imbreeched, and that it is heavy, 
can also tell you what is m it, and to whom it belongs. 

Lofty. My dear Doctor King (profound bow), yo 
can have no idea how much pleasure you will confer OJ 
me by impairing this valuable information; confiden 
tially, I will mention to you, my dear Doctor, that - 
have a great desire to know c^rtaioly whether MajcF 
Woodson has brought any arms. I would also b^ 
pleased to know what weapon he will select should 
fight ensue, not that I would be influenced in the sUghfc 
est degree by so immaterial a circumstance. 

King. I propose to take one thing at a time. To'" 
ask first about the ownership of the yellow trunk and it^ 
contents. Well, that trunk belongs to me, and has m I 
insuiance papers in it. By the way, Colonel, could yo " 
not induce your fiiend, Captain Porter, to insure hi 
life in one of the companies I represent ? 

Lofty. My dear Doctor King (bow), you must hav" 
quite a number of insurance papers ; but I have no 
had the honor yet of hearing your views about the ann-i 
Major Woodson would select. 

King. My dear Colonel Lofty, on that point I woul<; 
ad\ise you to consult Major Woodson, or his second; n< 
doubt either would be glad to give you full information 

Lofty. My dear Doctor King (bow), you have no idea 
sir, how distressed I feel on that very point. I have no' 
the great honor and pleasure of knowing w^ho Majoi 
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Woodson's second will be; now, my dear Doctor, I 
blow that there are but few things of which you are not 
apprised, and I have seen you talking with Colonel 
Hurd and Major Woodson. Would you not be so kind 
as just to hint to me who will be Major Woodson's 
second, if you know ? 

iCtngr. Certainly I know. 

Lofty, Mj dear Doctor, I felt confident that you 
hew. Win you please tell me at once ? — ^not that it 
matters to me, for one man is the same as another in the 
eyes of Hercules Diogenes Lofty ! 

King. My dear Colonel (bow), in the first place, there 
is Colonel Hurd, then there is Doctor Jones, then Doc- 
tor Wyatt, then Doctor Grotius, and, finally, myself, aU 
iiendly to Major Woodson ; and any of us, I presume, 
ready to act as his second, should necessity require it. 

Lofty. Yes, my dear Doctor (bow), but which of these 
gentlemen is to be Major Woodson's second ? 

King. My dear Cololiel, I will have to answer you, if 
you insist on it, as the showman answered the little 
boy. 

L(fty. My dear Doctor (bow), I assure you, sir, that 
it would give me the greatest pleasure to hear how the 
flhowman answered the little boy, it you will be so kind 
as to inform me ! 

King. Certainly, Colonel ; I have nothing else to do 
just now, and so I will teU you. There was once a 
diowman who had nothing under his canvas but a 
small elephant and a large monkey. The price of ad- 
mission was only twenty-five cents, and crowds came to 
see the show, each man and boy paying his quarter at 
the door. Well, sir, when the crowd had assembled, 
the ehowmaD very kindly explained to tkem, &c^\), \5ckft 
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habits and mode of life of the elephant ; how that larg' 
animal, as a mere pastime, pulled up forest-trees by th< 
roots, and fed himself with his snont, and drank river 
dry ; together with many other interesting details abou 
him. And then he explained all the habits of th< 
monkey ; telling about his activity ; how he could jumj 
forty feet up a tree, and twice as far down it ; how h< 
could climb a greased pole, and walk on his hind legs 
WeU, sir, after he was through, and the crowd wer< 
looking at the animals in silent admiration, a little bo; 
stepped up and said : " I say, mister, will you please tel 
me which is y'r elephant and which is y'r monkey? 
Then the showman answered the httle boy, as I wL 
have to answer you, ColoneL 

Lofty, My dear Doctor, your story is very interest 
ing, but hoio did the showman answer the boy ? 

King, Well, the showman looked at the little \>(m 
and then said to him, " My friend, you paid twenty-fi^ 
cents at the door to see these animals, and now look 
them and take your choice." And, Colonel, if you hsu^ 
time, I will tell you another anecdote about a fox. 

Lofty, My dear Doctor King, please excuse me, 
would rather not hear another anecdote just at tb 
moment. I am compelled to step back and see if rxy 
boots are dry. 

And Colonel Lofty stepped into the cabin. 
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CHAPTEE XX. 

A DBINK OF CLARET, AND WHAT IT LED TO. 

WmLE the last conversation, narrated in chapter 
liineteen, between Colonel Lofty and Doctor King, 
'^as prc^essing, I was invited by Major Shelton 
to join him in a glass of claret iq the cabin. We were 
in the act of raising our glasses to our lips, after having 
clinked ihem together in the most approved duehng 
style, copying the example set by Colonel Lofty. This 
ceremony may, by the uninitiated, be thought useless, 
and I have heard it called vulgar by others. But 
nothing is more appropriate in affairs of honor. The 
sndden clink of the glasses mildly represents the pistol 
shots, and the drink following depicts the harmony and 
good feeling which is always the result of a meeting on 
the field of honor. 

But I digress. At this moment Colonel Lofty entered ; 
he started, stopped, and stood transfiaied ; his eyes, 
turned full upon me, seemed to pierce me through ; 
then, gradually, he raised himself to such an erect posi- 
tion that his body was bent far backward, and he march- 
ed by me in stately grandeur ; he did not speak, and his 
face seemed to denote rather grief than anger. I felt 
oppressed; and when Colonel Lofty returned to the 
outer air, made it a point to saunter near, and open a 
conversation with him, as foUows : 



98 DOWN THE BIVEB; OB, 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (profound bow), I hope that you 
experience no inconvenience from stepping into the river 
last night ? I have had the honor to be informed that 
it was a mere act of courtesy, on your part, to a guest. 
Tour noble action does you great honor, and reflects 
credit upon the gentlemen of this country, whom you 
so ably represent. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (profound bow, and with a 
rather gratified expression in his eye), yonr remarks do 
me but justice, sir ; and it reflects great honor on your- 
self that you are able to appreciate my act of courtesy. 
But, Colonel Hurd, you know I am a plain, blunt man. 
I hope you will pardon my mentioning the fact, that 
you, notwithstanding your uniform courtesy, have in- 
flicted upon me a most severe and painful wound ; you 
have deeply grieved me, sir, and caused me to suffer a 
pain such as no other man, except yourself, could in- 
flict. 

Hurd (with innocent and astonished air). My dear 
Colonel, how have I injured you ? 

Lofty, Colonel Hurd (bow), just fifteen minutes ago I 
did myself the honor of walldng through the cabin ; 
and, when there — ah! Colonel, your own heart tells 
you what I saw, and your own sense of honor tells you 
what I must have suffered. I did myself once the honor 
to explain to you the pain occasioned me by a similar 
act which I witnessed on the part of your friend Colonel 
Strong, but that was nothing compared with my feel- 
ings now ; for, Colonel, I did you the honor to consider 
you one of the most courteous gentlemen I had ever had 
^ the pleasure of meeting, and, pardon me, you knew how 
^ I viewed your friend. Oh, Colonel, that you should 
) hare drank with Major Shelton, after haviag twice de- 
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clined to drink with me, on the ground that you never 
drank, 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), allow me to think that 

you do me a great injustice. I only di'ank wine with 

Major Shelton, at his poUte invitation. How could I 

refuse him under the code, without doing myseK and 

him dishonor, for I do sometimes diink wine ? Had you 

asked me to drink wine. Colonel, I assure you that not 

for one moment would I have hesitated to drink with 

you. I hope you will do me the Ifonor to recollect that 

yon asked me to drink whiskey, and I refused, on the 

ground that I never drank whiskey. 

Lofty. Ah, my dear Colonel (bow), whUe your excuse 
seems plausible, and reUeves my fceb'ngs to some ex- 
tent, yet I regret that you should, with me, deal in 
(pardon the expression) mere technicaUties, a mere play 
upon words, sir, in a matter of so much importance, 
and where so much is at stake. You know. Colonel, 
how much honored I would have been by sending for a 
bottle of wine, so that I could have done myseK the 
pleasure of drinking with you. Expense is nothing, sir, 
to Hercules D. Lofty, where honor is at stake. You 
Hiust have guessed. Colonel, that I understood you to 
mean that you never drank at aU. 

Eurd. Colonel Lofty (profound bow), I submit it to 
your own deUcate sense of honor, whether I could have 
acted otherwise than I did, under any piinciple of that 
Wgh-toned courtesy so necessary in conducting an affair 
of honor. I was your guest. How could I, standing in 
that position, make a suggestion which might, by pos- 
sibility, impose upon you either trouble or expense ? I 
could not do it ; but the point was so novel and interest- 
ing that I consulted not only the most noted dueUsts of 
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my acquaintance, but all works on etiquette, and (par- 
don me for mentioning the fact) that my course was, 
by the great weight of authority, sustained. But I pause 
for your more experienced judgment. 

Lofty, Colonel Hurd (bow), this is one of the most 
intricate and astounding points of etiquette that I have 
ever had the pleasure of encountering under the code ; 
and, aUow me to say, that you have raised yourself im- 
mensely in my estimation, by having had the honor of 
raising it. There can be no doubt, sir, that it reflects 
credit on your coolness, judgment, and keen sense of 
propriety, which I have rarely seen equalled. And, 
Colonel, I shall do myseK the honor of agreeing with 
you, and I now propose that you will do me the honor 
of drinking with me generally. Select your own liquor, 
sir. 

Hurd, Colonel Lofty (bow), it will afford me much 
pleasure to comply with your request. 

And we drank, after having clinked our glasses to- 
gether, and harmony was restored. 
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CHAPTEE XXI. 

Neil's landing. 

At 12:42 p. m., on the 23d day of July, 1873, our boat 
reached Neil's Lianding. The yellow trunk, and all our 
other ba^age, consisting of divers articles necessary 
in adjusting affairs of honor, including the little brown 
jug, etc., were taken ashore. 

No troops, police force, or sheriflf, were present to in- 
terfere. And our agreeable landlord assured us, that 
under the law of Jackson County, Florida, every man, 
whether citizen or stranger, should do exactly as he 
pleased, and either drink or fight, as suited him best ; 
that the practice with the citizens was, to drink first, 
which was necessary to keep off chills, and fight after- 
wards, to keep in practice. 

We reached our comfortable lodgings, which liad all 
the advantages of clean sheets, etc. ; no guest having 
lodged in our hotel within the last eighteen months. 

At 1:20 p. M., Colonel Lofty approached Major Wood- 
son, and in the most artistic maimer handed him the 
f oUowing note : 

'* Neil's Landing, State o^ Florida, 
" First floor of Hotel (name unknown). 

" July 23d, 1873, 1 P. M. 

" Majob Jas. F. Woodson, present en viUe. 
"MtDbab Sir: — You were kind enough to inform 
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me in Columbus, that you would receive a communica- 
tion, whicli I had for you, at this place. I have the 
honor to inquire at what time it will suit your con- 
venience, to receive that communication ? 
" I am, dear sir, respectfully, 

" Your obedient servant, 

" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 

Major Woodson requested me to bear his reply to 
this poUte note. 

Finding Colonel Lofty in his apartments on the first 
floor of our hotel, the reply of Major Woodson was 
presented by me, and received by him, in a manner 
which did credit to both of us, and which was in ac- 
cordance with the etiquette of the code in every par- 
ticular, including drinks and bows. For Colonel Lofty, 
although he detested wine — ^in fact remarked, that it 
made him almost as sick as a drink of unmixed water — 
had a bottle expressly for my benefit. 

Major Woodson's note, which was read during this in- 
terview, was as foUows : 

" Nkil s Landing, Flokida, 
" July 23d, 1873, 1:25 P. M. 

"Colonel Hercules D. Lofty: 

" Sir : — ^Li reply to your note just handed me by 
yourseK, I have the pleasure to state, that I will receive 
at any time, when it may suit your convenience, the 
communication which you have for me. 

" I am, sir, respectfully, 
"J. F. Woodson." 

At the hour of 3:15 p. m., Colonel Lofty, in his most 
urbane and stately manner, approached Major Wood- 
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n ; each bowed low to the other, and then Colonel 
o%, first asking and obtaining permission, placed in 

ajor Woodson's hands a note, which was in the fol- 
iring words and figures, " to wit : " 



** Neil's Landing, Flokida, 
*' July 23(1, 1873, 3 p. m. 

*' TilAjoR James F. Woodson : 

" My Dear Sir : — ^In the Columbus * Sun ' of June 
25th, over your signature, appears an advertisement 
wUch reflects most cruelly upon the memory of my de- 
ceased cousin. Whatever course the press may have 
seen cause to pursue, or anonymous writers may have 
chosen to pubKsh, I submit was without either the 
knowledge or desire of his family, either immediate or 
remote. The allegations you make in that article are 
of an exceedingly painful character, and I am unwilling 
to beUeve that you would wantonly insult the memory 
of the dead, or gratuitously wound the feeUngs of the 
living. Therefore, I address you this letter, expressing 
the hope that you will disclaim all such intention, and 
request that you will withdraw every poi-tion of that 
article, which reflects discreditably upon the memory of 
my deceased relative. This note wiU be handed you 
by my friend. Colonel H. D. Lofty. 

" I am, sir, very respectfully, 

" T. J. Porter." 

After reading this note. Major Woodson bowed low 
to Colonel Lofty, and Colonel Lofty bowed low to Major 
Woodson. And then Major Woodson informed Col- 
onel Lofty that his reply would be presented by a 
friend. Then they both bowed and parted. Now, all 
was intense curiosity in the apartment where Major 
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Woodson's friends were assembled, to see the note 
which had been brought from the city of Atlanta, in the 
State of Georgia, to Neil's Landing, in Florida, to be 
deUvered — ^that note which Colonel Lofty had so sa- 
credly guarded ; that note which Major Woodson had, 
from want of experience in these matters, presumed to 
be a hostile message ; that note which the Major had 
in vain offered to receive in Columbus, Georgia. And 
upon its being exhibited, various were the remarks 
made. Meanwhile, I was lost in admiration at the re- 
markable foresight which had been evinced by Colonel 
Lofty. The prophets and soothsayers of ancient days 
could not be compared with him. Who but a man of 
such vast experience could have predicted, when that 
note was written in Atlanta, that the negotiations would 
finally result in Major Woodson selecting Neil's Land- 
ing ? Who but Colonel Lofty could have foreseen that 
the boat would reach Neil's at the hour it did ? Who 
but he would have had the deUcacy of dating the note 
so as to fit these circumstances ? And then I called to 
mind the pleasure Colonel Lofty had expressed to me- 
at Major Woodson selecting that point. I could but ex- 
. press my admiration of all this foresight to my friendi 
when one of them, who had not seen the correspondenc 
between Colonel Lofty and Major Woodson, remark 
that he did not beheve in predestination, and that 
thought the note was written at the time and hour 
bore date. But I convinced him of his error instant 
by exhibiting to him the former letters of Colo 
Lofty, showing Conclusively, that this note, which MrfcJ 
Woodson had come to Neil's Landing to receive, wa^ 
the possession of Colonel Lofty while in Columbus, 
ven the last note signed by that gentleman tended 
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proTe the same fact. Major Woodson concluding to 
take time to answer this polite note, inasmuch as it 
only asked for a withdrawal of cei-tain statements, and 
not for a meeting, we dispersed, and I had a casual 
conversation at 3:30 P. m., with Colonel Lofty, in which 
I intimated this fact to him ; but as that conversation is 
set out pretty fully at Colonel Lofty's request, in a let- 
ter which I did myseK the honor of writing to him, I 
omit to give it here, referring the curious reader to the 
letter itself, which is copied in chapter XXXV., in this 
vohune. 
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CHAPTEE XXII. 

AS TO WHETHER AN INTERMEDIATE NOTE SHOUIiD BE 

DELIVERED. 

After the occurrence of the events narrated in 
chapter twenty-first, Major Woodson and myself strolled : 
about the country until nearly dark. Upon our return 
we were met by the urbane Colonel Lofty, who re- - 
quested a private conference with me, which I politely i 
acceded to, and we discoursed as follows : i 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), have you a note from ■ 
Major Woodson to Captain Porter, requesting to be 
allowed time to answer ? 

Hurd (bow). Certainly not. Colonel Lofty. Major 
Woodson does not expect to do himself the honor of i 
writing such a note. ? 

Lofty, Colonel (bow), you surprise me beyond meas- 
ure. I certainly understood you to say, in our informal ' 
conference, that Major Woodson would do himself the '-' 
honor of writing such a note. 

Hurd, Colonel Lofty (bow), I hope you will permit ' 
me to say, respectfully, that you misunderstood me. I ' 
assure you that no such thought ever entered my mind, 
for Major Woodson had concluded to write nothing xm- ' 
til he formally answered Captain Porter's note. In the 
first place, he thinks this is the proper course under 
the code, and in this view I concur with him. In the 
next place the friend of his choice is not with him. 
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Lofty. Colonel Hurd, I am compelled to pain myself 
by differing with you on your first poiat, and allow me 
to say. Colonel, that you should yield to my greater ex- 
perience in these affairs. I assure you, sir, that I am 
always correct — a written note must have a written 
answer. 

In nineteen of the affairs of honor which I have had 
the honor to conduct, this point was raised under Wil- 
son's Code, and in each of them I required an inter- 
mediate answer, respectfully asking time to reply. I 
never had any serious contest over this point but once, 
when I felt myseK compelled to challenge the opposing 
second, whose opinion differed from mine, which de- 
layed the original affair eight hours and twenty-three 
' Hunutes, as I had the pain of killing my antagonist at 
flie first shot. I always fire before the word " one," 
and almost invariably hit my antagonist just above the 
right eye. In the particular case to which I refer, the 
new second, selected on the demise of the first, im- 
mediately agreed .with me in my construction of the 
eode. 

Hurd, While my respect for your judgment in such 
matters, Colonel, is almost unlimited, yet in this in- 
stance, as my opinion differs from yours, I am impelled 
telnctantly to decline the honor of having you manage 
both sides of this interesting affair^ The code, if I am 
Bot in error, does not require an instantaneous answer. 
Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), let me beseech you as a 
friend to reconsider. I assure you I have only Major 
Woodson's honor in view in offering you this advice. 
Allow me to have the pleasure of saving his honor. I 
•m satisfied that you can no longer refuse my request 
when I inform you, that so well do I know my position 



\ 



108 DOWN THB BXVSB; OB, 

to be correct, that I ahall, if jou^o not accede to it, re- 
main at this place with my principal for the next fcxrtf* 
six days. I know, Colonel, that you would not infiici 
this punishment upon me. The mosquitoes are teniUe^ 
and there are no " bars," and our landlord says, that no 
man can remain here more than a week without ha^iog 
fever and ague ; then the whiskey, I assure yoo, Od- 
onel, is not fit to drink. I had almost as soon dmk 
wine, or even water. Oh, Colonel, it will be terrible, hoi 
my honor will compel me to stay, and Hercules D 
Lofty will do what honor demands. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), while I deeply regreJ 
your decision upon your own account — for the mosqni 
toes I know to be bad, and from your description tfa( 
whiskey is equally so — yet, being convinced that Majo 
Woodson is right in his decision, I can not advise hin: 
even after knowing your views differ from mine, t 
alter his opinion. We leave here at 8 P. M., on th 
next boat, and if you adhere to your determination t 
remain, I will do all in my power to alleviate yoti 
suffering. I can ship your mosquito bars and a barr< 
of whiskey by next boat from Eufaula, and any othc 
commission I will be only too happy to execute. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd, I beg you to consider the e2 
pense, and the suffering I must endure, before the baj 
and whiskey, you so* kindly offer to ship, can reach m€ 
and if you are not willing to trust my judgment upo 
this point, I hope you will be willing to leave it to the Ai 
cision of Captain Porter's Surgeon, Doctor Courtney. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), if you wiU do me th 
honor of returning with us on the next boat, I wi 
agree that Doctor Courtney and General Bock may con 
sider this point when we arrive at Columbus, an< 
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shotild ihey decide that an intermediate note is neces- 
sary or proper, it shall there be written and ante-dated 
as if sent from this point. 

Lofty. CJolonel Hurd (bow), I will, with your per- 
mission, take twelve minutes to consider your proposi- 
tion, after the termination of this most interesting con- 
versation ; and, Colonel, allow me now to remark, that I 
know Major Woodson came here prepiu-ed to fight, and 
brought arms with him. 

Hurd. Ah, Colonel! will you do me the honor of 
mentioning who informed you that Major Woodson had 
arms with him? 

Lofty. My dear Colonel (bow), I have no accurate 
information on the subject, but I am willing to leave it 
to you on your honor to say, whether he has arms with 
him, for I know you are the soul of honor and would 
scorn to be untruthful in anything. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), if you leave it to my 
honor I will be compelled to honor you and myseK by 
answering, that if Major Woodson has arms with him, 
he has certainly made no display of them. Allow me 
to hope, Colonel, that this answer gives aU the infor- 
mation you desire. 

Lofty. Certainly, Colonel, I was not seeking informa- 
tion. 

And we bowed and parted, and in twelve nunutes 
afterwards the proposition of arbitrament was accepted, 
and we were all rendered happy by the prospect of 
Colonel Lofty's company on our return. 

Just before the boat arrived, our loquacious landlord 
(whom I take pleasure in recommending to all dueKsts 
in the country) approached me mysteriously and said, 
with a very fair dueling bow, " Colonel, as I told you. 
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the law of Jackson County is all right on fighting, bnt,. 
sir, there is a newspaper published in this county, which 
is always meddling in other people's concerns, and I 
just know they will send a man up here to pump me 
about this matter ; now, what tale must I tell him ? " I 
said, " My friend, tell him the truth. Let that paper 
print the truth once, as an example to all other papers." 
" But, Colonel," said he, " I don't know the truth 
about this matter." I replied, " WeU, my friend, just 
tell the truth, as far as you know it. No man knows 
the whole truth, but let every man tell it as far as he 
knows." " Well, then. Colonel, I will tell the newspaper 
man that neither party came here to fight, but that you 
and Colonel Lofty are the two politest men I ever saw." 
At nineteen minutes past 8 P. M., the up-river boat 
left Neil's, with both parties on board, homeward bound. 
At eleven minutes after 9 P. M., the Woodson party had 
retired to their state-rooms. 
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CHAPTEE XXm. 

DOCTOR KING SEABCHES FOR A DRINK. 

At 6.-06 A. M. Doctor King awoke, with a sensation in 
his throat as if he had been swallowing dry cotton, and 
iome of it had lodged therein. 

At this early hour no ladies were astir, and hence 
Doctor King emerged from his state-room in his night- 
dress—consisting only of a shirt, which, not being 
eonfined in his pantaloons, as usual with him in the 
day, hung out from his body very much like a lady's 
dress, except that it was not half so long — made his way 
ftrough the boat, and awoke Major Woodson and his 
idends, in his search for a drink ; and, after they had 
been thus aroused, several of them complained of hav- 
ing a sensation in their throats as if they had been 
Bvallowing dry cotton, and some of it had lodged ; but 
on examination it was found that none of them had 
toy spiritous, vinous, or malt Uquors — ^their supply had 
keen exhausted. 

Then Doctor King, in his night-dress aforesaid, awoke 
fte captain, mates, stewards, and cook of the boat, for 
4e same object, and with a like unpleasant result. The 
Doctor, now being desperate, and the sensation of dry 
Cotton in his throat becoming more and more annoy- 
i^, seized a tumbler in his right hand, approached 
Colonel Lefty's state-room, touched the Colonel, and 
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then actually shook him ; finally Colonel Lofty " d 
himself the honor to awake/* and looking out of h 
berth perceived the bowing figure of Doctor Kthj 
apparreled as last aforesaid. The courteous Colons 
cast his eyes upon the glass in Doctor King's han(k 
but delayed making any remark until he had raises 
liimself in his berth to a sitting posture ; then he said 
" My dear Doctor King (bow as profound as the limits o 
his berth would admit), I will, with pleasure, sir, do my 
seK the honor of drinking with you ; and allow me U 
remark, that it is most kind and courteous in you, m; 
dear Doctor, to come around and bring me a drink, a 
this early hour of the morning. In fact, sir, it is i 
courtesy I have rarely seen equalled under the code;' 
and he held out his hand for the glass in the Doctor' 
hand. Doctor King bowed and said, " My dear Colone 
excuse me, I have just called on you for the purpose c 
getting a drink, as none of Major Woodson's part 
have a drop. This glass is empty, and I have failed t 
find any on the boat. Will you be so kind as to allo^ 
me to have access to your * Uttle brown |ug? ' " 

Colonel Lofty exclaimed, " Oh I my dear Doctor, ho 
you have disappointed me ! My friend. Doctor Cour 
ney, and myself, sat up last night and drank all we he 
left. Oh ! oh ! (placing his hands on his person, ju 
below his breast) I would give one hundred dollars f 
a drink of whiskey." 
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CHAPTEE XXIV. 



GOIiONEL LOFTY'S OPINION OF THE PRESS. 



At 9 A. M. of the 24th of July we touched at Fort 

Gaines, and shipped a small quantity of whiskey. At 

12 ic. we arrived at Eufaula, and here the boat stopped 

kmg enough to take in a full supply of hquors, and here 

we found the morning papers from Columbus, Georgia. 

At 12 : 50 P. M., just thirteen minutes after we left Eu- 

i kola, all of us were standing on deck, smoking, when 

Colonel Lofty approached me — ^not in his usual maimer, 

bat with indignation depicted on his countenance — a 

newspaper in his hand. 

" Colonel Hurd," said he (omitting his bow), "have 
joa seen this infamous and insulting piece in the 
*Snn? ' " "I have not, as yet, done myseK the honor to 
wad the ' Sun,' " I replied. 

" Then," said Colonel Lofty, " I will inflict upon myself 
;fte pain of reading this horrible piece to you, sir ; but 
fat allow me to make a remark : I hold, that a gentle- 
iMui's name belongs to himseK, and that no man has a 
B^t to use it, write it, or print it, without having first 
Atained permission from the owner. Gentlemen do 
l^otwant notoriety — ^we wish to Uve in a quiet and re- 
fred manner, apart from shop-keepers, policemen, and 
I tee men of business ; in a quiet manner, sir, that per- 
l^ns to settle our affairs of honor in our own "wa^. 
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What gentleman wants his name advertised and vend 
about in an infamous sheet, Uke the inventor of so:3 
quack medicine ? It cannot be submitted to, Colon.* 
Hercules D. Lofty and George W. Hurd will let ^ 
world know, that their names are never to be used, x 
less permission is first obtained. Just hear me re 
the false and lying remarks of this filthy little sheet : 

" ' The Eeported Duel : — For a number of days tl 
streets have been full of rumors of a duel between Mj 
jor James F. Woodson, of Alabama, and Mr. Porter, o 
Atlanta, Georgia. The quarrel is said to have original 
ed from an advertisement, published in this paper, com 
menting upon the evidence offered in a lawsuit, so fa 
as it related to the personal character of a Mr. Thoma 
K. Smith, deceased. The Major was one of the ootid 
sel. Report states that Mr. Porter demanded a retrac 
tion, which Major Woodson refused. Yesterday, Majo 
W. left here on the steamer " Farley." Colonel Loft] 
who is acting for Mr. Porter, with his principal, and 
Major Shelton, left the city early yesterday momini 
intending to take the boat at Woolfork's. Among thoe 
who took the boat here were Colonel G. W. Hurd — sai 
to be Major Woodson's second — and Doctors King, Jonei 
and Wyatt. All matters connected with the affair ai 
kept very close, but the general report is, that a cha 
lenge will be passed at Neil's Landing, iq Florida. M 
Porter has not registered at any of the hotels, and "^ 
do not know his given name. We hope the affair ca 
be settled without a fight ; rumors are plentiful, and a 
most worthless. A telegram received states that tl 
boat passed Eufaula last night, and no arrest made. ' * 

After reading this article, Colonel Lofty proceedec 
^'Now, Colonel Hurd, you \jiIL ^i once perceive th 
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e^ery word in this piece is a most wilful falsehood." 
Doctor Wyatt said, in a mild, conciliatory manner, " I 
do not look on it exactly in that light. Colonel ; there 
fliay be some errors, but I suppose they were uninten- 
tional." Colonel Lofty proceeded, " Colonel Hurd, you, 
sir, being a lawyer, know the force of the maxim, ' Falstis 
inuno,fal8U8 in omnibus y and turning to the others, 
^0 were supposed not to be so learned, he said, in 
English, " * To be false in one thing, proves that a man 
JB false in aH' It is a maxim handed Aown to us fi-om 
the time that the Eoman Empire was in its pristine 
^ory, and has always proved true ; it is now even en- 
tered upon our law-books — as Colonel Hui'd will testify. 
Now, look at this malicious piece ; do you not see it 
states that I, Hercules D. Lofty, intended to take the 
boat at Woolfork's, when, in fact, I did myseK the honor 
of stepping on the boat, on the opposite side of the 
river, at Abercrombie's Bend?" "I would amend by 
saying, slided down to the boat," suggested Doctor 
King. Colonel Lofty turned to the speaker with an in- 
dignant air, but, before answeiing the untimely sugges- 
tion, his kindriess of heart intervened, and ho only said, 
"Oh, Doctor, please consider that this is no time for a 
joke, or a play upon words. The honor of all of us is 
at stake, and Hercules D. Lofty ^dll protect it. We all 
know the statement I have referred to is false ; it there- 
fore follows, that every word and letter of this infamous 
and scurrilous squib is false. If I am not correct in 
this assertion, then the maxim is false — which is impos- 
sible. Now, Hercules D. Lofty places a higher value 
^pon truth than upon any other thing in this world, or 
the next ; for truth is honor, and honor is truth, and, for 
a man to be untruthful, ox to prevaricate e\eii m^'b 
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smallest particular, fills me with nntold lunror. A 
who is untrathful is worse than an infideL Now I hai 

conduded to challenge the local editor of this pa pa ■ 

and, Colonel Hnrd, I have done m jself tfie honor t- 

select you as my second, to bear m j note to this 

.1 replied, " Colonel Lofty, you do me great honor, Ir- 

inasmuch as I am so situated .as to make it iTnpnwriT ^ 

for me to act, either as principal or second, in ansfE^^iti 
of honor at this time (as I have h^*etofor6 explained io 
you), I hope you will do me the kindness to excuse natet 
Were I differently situated, nothing would give me mom 
pleasure than to act for you." Colonel Lofl^ saic^ 
smiling and bowing, '^ Colonel, I know that you are ao 
situated as to be unable to act, and I therefore excufle 
you ; but, sir, I demand of you, that you appoint one of 
your party to bear my message. I think it proper that 
this matter should be represented by both parties. I 
will do the fighting, and I only require a second from 
your party." 

I replied, " Colonel, I will readily comply with your 
reasonable request ; allow me first to appoint them all, 
Doctor Wyatt, Doctor King, Doctor Jones, Doctor 
Grotius ; please approach them. Colonel, and ascertain 
which of them is most anxious to act for you, in this 
important affair, and inform that gentleman from me, 
that I give my full consent to his acting — as he pleases." 

Colonel Lofty thanked me kindly, and in turn ap- 
proached each of the gentlemen named, but each being 
convinced that nothing but blood could alleviate his 
outraged feelings, declined to act for him, all of them 
being friends of Captain De Soto, the editor in question. 
So well was I acquainted with the high-toned, sensitive 
nature of Colonel Lofty, that I expected him to chal- 
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lenge each one of the gentlemen refusing, and he would 
^doubtedly have done so, but a happy idea changed 
tie current of his thoughts ; he called both of our par- 
ties together and invited us to drink ; we drank — ^then 
^joTimed to the lower deck, and sat around on some 
^mpiy coffins, shipped at Euf aula ; then Colonel Lofty 
^JPOse from his seat on the largest coffin and remarked, 
**Tliis piece, which I hold in my hand, is a most infa- 
mous one ; and, on reflection, I must think that the man 
'^ho wrote it is devoid of truth, and therefore not enti- 
"tled to be noticed by me — ^for no man can be a gentleman 
"^lio is not truthful in every particular. It has occurred 
"to my mind to mention how I once acted in a similar 
^^ase. One of the first editors in one of our largest 
cities, had caused my name to be printed in his paper, 
"^thout first asking permission, and had the impudence 
to make some remarks about me, which I considered 
^suiting, though not to be compared with this scur- 
^ous piece. I purchased a large cowhide, walked 
<loietly into his sanctum, where I found him with his 
<5oat off; without saying a word I took him by the col- 
1^ and gave him four cuts across his face, and three 
07er his left shoulder. I then notified him that a full 
^^ ample apology must be printed in his paper next 
day, or I would use my cowhide freely upon his per- 
son. Next day a most handsome apology was pub- 
lished. That editor now, before printing my name, in- 
'^ariably sends round a polite note, asldng permission to 
^ BO, with a copy of the piece he proposes to print, 
^ov, I am inclined to take a similar course in this 
^*^ remarkable case." Doctor Wyatt said he thought 
*Diore temperate method might be adopted, and be 
^ally beneficial to aU parties, but Colonel Lofty'a ia- 
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dignation, having been aroused by the falsifrjr of every 
word in the article alluded to (which he had so un- 
answerably demonstrated), remained obdurate, and an- 
nounced that the conference was ended, and that " the 
little brown jug " awaited us in his state-room. Upon 
repairing to the point indicated, we* found the statement 
of this remarkable man to be true in every particular, 
more true than his modesty had aUowed him to state, 
for not only was the jug ihere, but " the scent of the 
whiskey remaiaed round it stiU," and a flask of wine set 
aside for Major Shelton and myself, whom Colonel 
Lofty facetiously caUed, " the light brigade." 



f." 
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CHAPTEE XXV. 



MOKE ABOUT THE SLIDE. 



DuBma the afternoon of the 24th of July, Colonel 

"hotty approached me, and remarked : " Colonel, you 

doubtless heard the expression used by our dear friend. 

Doctor King, about my sliding down to the boat. Now I 

am opposed to jokes, and our friend, Doctor King, does 

nothing, that I can see, but tell anecdotes about monkeys 

and other animals, and crack jokes ; and, permit me to say, 

that I consider some of his jocular remarks, as (pardon 

me) neither witty nor appropriate, on such an occasion 

as this, or during the pendency of any affair of honor. 

Now the remark to which I refer, jarred very much upon 

my sense of honor and propriety. The point I was 

proceeding to discuss, at the time of his interruption, 

vas one in which his honor was almost as deeply in- 

Tolved as my own, and his jocular way of saying, that 

I, Hercules D. Lofty, slided into the boat, was very 

painful to me. Is Hercules Diogenes Lofty, M. D., a 

ipece of timber, to be slided about? " 

Hurd. It is rather a difficult problem. Colonel, to find 

Ihl expression which conveys the exact truth, and at the 

jlune time is compatible with your dignity, which must 

(Ve upheld at all hazards ; but allow me to suggest the 

: your " dashing descent,'' in heu of your " slide^' 

Doctor King terms it. 



) 
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Lofty, Colonel Hurd (bow), permit me to thank j 
for the suggestion you have so kindly made, andwhil 
really see no necessity for alluding to the circumstai 
at all, yet, if it should be alluded to in future, I wc 
greatly prefer that the expression you suggest she 
be adopted. Will you do me the favor. Colonel, to 
form your friends that I prefer it ? I have no dot 
Colonel, that you saw and appreciated the cause 
my — of my " dashing descent." 

Hurd, Certainly; the overhangiQg bank gave "w 
and you, unintentionally, came down with it. Such 
cidents sometimes occur, even where every precaut 
has been taken to avoid them. 

Lofty. Ah ! Colonel, you do me great injustice, 
would have thought that your great power of obsei 
tion might have enabled you to see the occurrence 
its true light. Allow me to explaiQ it ; but be! 
dorog so, permit me to remark, that it was not an a 
dent, sir. I am not a creature of accident ! No, 
Hercules D. Lofty never allows himself to be swer 
from his course by accident. And neither was m 
my " dashing descent " xmintentional. No, ColoneL 
had under my care and protection, the lives and ho 
of my friends. I saw at a glance, the extreme dar 
of the position ; my friends were approaching a pr 
pice, where a false step might result in death. W 
was my duty under such circumstances ? Hercules 
Lofty did his duty ; he stepped boldly forward, tal 
all the danger upon himseK. I well knew, I admit, i 
my remarkable presence of mind, and coolness in 
most imminent peril, would, in all probability, save 
life, where the want of those admirable qualities 
mj friends might have proved their destruction. 
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flffi)rt to save them was successful. By my bold and 
prompt action, I demonstrated to my friends where the 
dangerous part of the precipice was, and they were 
enabled to come down by a safe route, and my own 
wonderful presence of mind prevented any injimous 
lesults to myself. I suppose you noticed, Colonel, 
when that snag had inserted itself into and through my 
pants and drawers, the great coolness I displayed in 
taming my body slightly, so as to effectually prevent 
ib being stuck through my thigh ? Now I hope, my 
dear Colonel, that you will explain this matter, so that 
DO report may be started, discreditable to my judgment, 
sbout an accidental fall. 

Burd. Tour noble action does you infinite credit, and 
4onld be recorded in history. It will afford me pleas- 
ure to see that this incident is viewed in its true 

At this moment Doctor King approached, eating the 
fl l)actbone of a chicken, which the cook had kindly re- 
(i| Krved for him, and remarked, " I am soiTy we pass 

*Abercrombie's Bend ' in the night. I wanted to get 
|| toother look at that place. In case any one should in- 
^1 ^Bire about it when we get home, I would like to be 
jjl :4b to give an accurate description of it. By the way, 
^1 {Bntlemen, that calls to mind a most interesting anec- 

Ate, and as we have nothing else to do, I will relate it. 
}■ Afire was a- man who 

[: W^V' My dear Doctor, pardon me for inteiTupting 
j7wi;lmtyouwillfind these Havanas very fine. Will you 
j^l'fcttor me by trying one ? (offeriag them to both of us). 
ijfl King, My dear Colonel, I am much obliged (taking 
^il'lQgar, and putting it in his pocket). You will pardon 
A|^ptttting this cigar in mj pocket. I am not c\y\\\»^ 

6 
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througli with my snack, and, besides, you know I can 
never tell an anecdote wliile I am smoking ; and as you 
seem so much interested in the one I have just com- 
menced, I will not deprive you of the benefit of it by 
lighting my cigar. Well, there was a man who had a 
most remarkable dog — ^that dog 

Lofty, Pardon me, my dear Doctor, for again inter- 
rupting you ; but I have some important letters to 
write, and hope you will excuse me (and he. bowed, and 
retired). 

Doctor King's face was radiant, his eyes twinkling, 
and his sides shaking with laughter (probably at the 
recollection of the incidents in his proposed anecdote), 
but he refused to proceed with his recital of it to me, 
sayiog, that he would wait until Colonel Lofty was at 
leisure to hear it. " He cannot possibly stay in that 
cabin more than ten minutes, for I have just come 
through it, and it is hot enough in there to barbecue a 
hog. It is perfectly suflEbcating, without a particle of 
fresh air. I teU you. Colonel, he can't stand it. He 
will have to come out in a very few minutes, to get air." 
And again the fat sides of the Doctor shook with sup- 
pressed laughter, until it seemed to impart a trembling 
motion to the boat. 

But Doctor King, was mistaken in supposing that 
Colonel Lofty would abandon the cabin, before his self- 
imposed task was completed. It is true, that several 
times the Colonel came to the door and looked out dur- 
ing that sweltering afternoon ; but on Doctor King's 
calling to him to come out, and stating that he had re- 
served his seat near us, in the most pleasant part of the 
boat. Colonel Lofty politely declined the invitation, 
on the ground that he had not completed his letters, 
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and re-entered the cabin. Eaoh time this was repeated, 
the trembling motion was imparted to the boat, by the 
fthalring of Doctor King's sides. 

It pained me to think, that the duty of writing those 
important letters should have confined Colonel Lofty to 
the xmcomfortable cabin for so long a time. 



} 



i 
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CHAPTEE XXYI. 

THE INTERMEDIATE NOTE QUESTION. 

As the sun rose, on the morning of the 25th of Zv3^^^ 
we arrived ia Columbus, and General Eock was imm^' 
diately notified that he and Doctor Courtney had be^^ 
selected to decide the momentous question as to whetbi'' 
er, imder Wilson's Code, it was necessary that Majot* 
Woodson should write a note to Captain Porter, polite- 
ly requesting the latter to allow a specified period of 
time, in which ^to answer his note of 23d of July. 

At 10 A. M. these gentlemen proceeded to investigate 
this important subject. After a prolonged and patient 
investigation no precedent could be found, embracing 
the precise point, which sustained Major Woodson's 
view. ' 

Upon the other hand were the nineteen precedents, 
embracing this precise point, recollected by Colonel 
Lofty, but which had never been published, owing to 
the remarkable modesty of that great man, and to 
which there remained no living witness except himself. 
Each one of these precedents fully sustained Colonel 
Lofty's proposition. One of them being of so high a 
character as to have cost a gentleman holding an oppo- 
site opinion his life. So far, then, as regarded prece- 
dents. Colonel Lofty's position seemed impregnable. 

And Doctor Courtney, upon an examination of the 
entire subject, was of opinion that it was correct. 
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General Bock, however, appearing to disregard the 
nineteen precedents, and applying himself to the high 
reason of the code, was of opinion, that only one reply 
vas necessary, and that it might be made at any period 
within the time allowed by the code. And in the pres- 
ent instance, that an intermediate reply was unneces- 
sary. 

At 9 p. M. the question remained undecided. At 9: 45 
P- M. an umpire was called in, who decided that a short 
iiote, stating that an answer would be made in the usual 
™e, would not be inappropriate, and, inasmuch as it 
was desired by Colonel Lofty, it might be considered 
courteous to send it informally. Thereupon the follow- 
iog note was written, and, by one of the arbitrators, 
landed to Colonel Lofty : 

" Neil's Landing, July 23d, 1873. 
" Sir : — ^I have received your note of this date, and 
"will reply within the usual time. 

" I have the honor to be, respectfully, 

" J. F. Woodson. 
" To Captain T. J. Pobteb." 

Whether the umpire weighed fully the nineteen prec- 
edents I am unable to inform my readers. And it is to 
be regretted that the question is still an open one. 
Standing thus, eighteen simple and one fatal precedents, 
remembered by Colonel Lofty, in favor of the necessity 
of sending an intermediate note, asking to be allowed 
time, against one simple precedent, an arbitration with 
a divided board in favor of the propriety of an inter- 
mediate note announcing that an answer would be 
made within the usual time. 
While this arbitration was in progress, Colonel Iiq&^, 
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after courteouHly drinking with each, friend, whom he 
did himseK the honor to meet, repaired to the " Sun" 
office and there met Captain De Soto. 

What occurred during that important interview I re- 
gret to say cannot be narrated with the accuracy and 
precision so desirable in this history ; and inasmuch as 
the recollection of Colonel Lofty upon the subject is 
stated in a letter to myself, dated 23d August, 1873, 
copied in chapter XXXII. ; and, as the recollection of 
Captain De Soto, being diametrically opposed to that of 
Colonel Lofty, is stated in the clippings from the press 
herein contained, my own recollection of their inter- 
view is intentionally omitted. The fact that I was not 
present thereat induces me the more readily to adopt 
this course. 
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CHAPTEE XXVn. 



AT OPELIKA. 



On the morning of the 26th of July the following 
article appeared in the " Sun : " 

"From personal information received from Colonel 
Hercules D. Lofty, we state that the article published 
in yesterday's * Sun' was erroneous in many particulars. 
We therefore withdraw the article in toto, regretting 
that we have, on the strength of rumors and telegrams, 
connected the names of Colonel Hercules Diogenes 
Lofly, M. D., Major Shelton, and Captain Porter, in so 
mortifying a position." 

On the same day I repaired to OpeKka, and, upon 
stepping from the cars on my arrival, had the honor of 
meeting Colonel Lofty, Major Shelton, and Captain 
Porter, and was informed that we had traveled on the 
same train, but in different coaches. What my readers 
and myself have lost by my failure to travel in the same 
coach with Colonel Lofty, and hear his varied conversa- 
tion, can never be known, for the Colonel never repeats, 
except on bows and drinks. 

Lnmediately on my discovery of Colonel Lofty and 
his party, I approached and requested them to do me 
the honor of walking over to Dunbar's sample rooms, 
for the pttrpose of taking a, parting drink 



) 
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To my astonishment, Colonel Lofty politely declined 
my invitation; his refusal was so unexpected that I 
could, at the moment, make no reply, when the Colonel, 
with that penetration which is one of his distinguishing 
traits, observing my embarrassment, remarked, " Colonel, 
I assure you that it is from no feeling of disrespect that 
I decline your most courteous offer, but I have on hand 
an affair of such vast importance to my personal honor 
as to make my acceptance impossible at this moment ; 
and it is but courteous that I should state the nature of 
the business which now engages my attention, as an 
excuse for declining to drink with you. When you hear 
me, I am satisfied that you will do me the justice to say 
that I am right in even going so far as to postpone a 
drink, to accomplish my object. This train remains 
here only haK an hour ; I intend pursuing my journey 
to Atlanta upon it. 

"You are aware of how grossTy I was insulted in 
Columbus, by Colonel Strong. Well, sir, I have put my- 
self to the trouble of preparing a most humble apology, 
for Colonel Strong to sign, which states, among other 
things, that he considers himself a low dog, and begs me 
to forgive him for the wrong he has done me, and 
promises to make a similar apology in the next issue of 
his paper. I propose to make him sign this paper 
instantly. If you, Colonel, will be so kind as to show 
me his office, I will probably be through with this little 
affair in less than five minutes, for I do not intend to 
allow Colonel Strong to speak, but merely let him sign 
this paper. I do not think I shall even take the trouble 
to read it to him. When it is signed. Colonel, if there 
is time, I will do myself and you the honor of drinking 
with you.'' 



^ 
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I bowed low and said, " Colonel, I think it will prob- 
ably be longer than you at present calculate before 
Colonel Strong's signature is affixed to that paper, al- 
though it reflects credit on yourself that you should 
be willing even to postpone a drink, not to speak of 
the danger of your present undertaking, to save your 
honor." 

Colonel Lofty straightened himself to his most erect 
position and looked me in the eye. I saw at once that 
some portion of my remark had " grieved " him. He 
said, " Win you please explain what you mean by your 
remark. Colonel Hurd, * That it will be longer than I 
calculate before I compel Colonel Strong to sign this 
paper? ' I said five minutes, sir, and Hercules D. Lofty 
never lies. Colonel, please pardon my insisting on an 
explanation from you." 

I repHed, with my most poUte bow, " Colonel, you are 
aware that Colonel Strong left this point, for North 
GaroUna, about the time we left Columbus for Neil's 
Landing, and it is reasonable to suppose that his return 
by this time is a most improbable event." 

Colonel Lofty said, with his usual courteous saluta- 
tion, " Colonel Hurd, it does me honor to accept your 
excuse, and as you think Colonel Strong has not re- 
tamed, I will now do myself the pleasure of drinking 
with you, at the place which you were so kind as to in- 
dicate." 

And we walked over to the bar-room. As we went 
Colonel Lofty requested me to inform Colonel Strong, 
on his return, that he had called to see him, but to say 
nothing as to the object of his visit, for, he said, " Al- 
though Colonel Strong has injured me so deeply, I do 
not desire to make his degradation more p\)i\S^c ^Jci-axi 

C* 
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may be necessary to sustain my own honor." i 
the magnanimity of the man ! 

After we had imbibed of the best at Diml 
Colonel Lofty did me the honor to take me aside 
remark, " Colonel, I have been considering this i 
between Captain Porter and Major .Woodson, and '. 
come to the conclusion that it may possibly be se 
without bloodshed. I feel a great interest, not on 
preserving the life, but also the honor of Major "W 
son. I assure you. Colonel, that I have nothing ii 
world against Major Woodson, except one remark, t^ 
he made on our trip. I had asked him most court< 
ly to do me the honor of drinking with me, and h 
plied, that he had just taken a drink, and preferred 1 
ing his nerves steady, to drinking any more; nc 
might have excused him under the circumstances 
he not added, * But, Colonel, as it is you who d< 
the honor to offer the drink, I will take a Httle, jn 
show you that I do not think the Uquor you offer ] 
poisoned.' I drank first to show Major Woodson 
he was mistaken in supposing that Hercules D. ] 
would poison Uquor. I could not resent the insi 
the time, because the original affair was pending, 
propose to send him a note, as soon as we can an 
the matter between himself and Captain Porter ; ai 
I had the honor of remarking to you, I have now 
to the conclusion no blood need necessarily be sp 
that affair. The mode in which I propose to sel 
is, that Major Woodson write just a short note to 
tain Porter, which I will do myself the honor to die 
stating in substance that he deeply regrets his ( 
and hopes that Captain Porter will forgive him. 
this simple manner the lives and honor of both pi 
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^^be saved. I think such a note will be satisfactory 
*o Captain Porter." 

I bowed and said, " Colonel, I have no doubt that 
your si^estion is prompted by that kindness of heart 
which does you so much honor, yet in this instance it 
18 useless. You are aware that I am not, and will not 
be, Major Woodson's second ; when his second is select- 
^ Major Woodson's honor will be in his hands. It 
Would, you know. Colonel, be indelicate in me to offer 
Jaiy advice to either. Could I overcome these scruples, 
I could not, Colonel, consent to assist in placing you in 
80 false an attitude as you would occupy should it ap- 
pear that you attempted the conduct of both sides of 
this most intricate affair. I doubt not that you would 
fill the delicate position with more than ordinary pru- 
dence, but you know it is so usual to have each side 
represented by different parties. Colonel, would you 
Honor me by your views on this point ?" 

Colonel Lofty said, that the information he had 
given me about the note which, in his opinion, should be 
written, was strictly confidential, and that he wished me 
on no account ever to mention it. " In fact I would 
prefer that it should never be known, that Hercules D. 
Lofiy, even in the strictest confidence, intimated the 
character of the note which Major Woodson should 
write in reply to that of Captain Porter." 

Of course,' Colonel Lofty was assured by me that the 
suggestion he had so kindly made would never be re- 
ferred to. And of course it never was referred to. 
And, hence, no benefit was derived therefrom in this 
afilEubr. It is only recorded here because it is a fact, and 
may be useful in some futm*o duel. 

After this conversation we lighted our cvgabC^^ «sA 
howed and parted. 
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CHAPTEE XXVni. 



COLONEL LOFTY's CARD. 



On the twenty-eighth of July, 1873, 1 had the pleasure 
of receiving through the mail, a copy of the " Herald " 
from Colonel Lofty, containing a card from himself ; and 
as this card refers to Wilson's Code, and, at the same 
time, lays down rules greatly in advance thereof, I con- 
sider it of great value, as everything from the pen of so 
eminent a man must be, and do myseK the honor of 
copying it : 

Colonel Lopty's Card. 

" Gentlemen, Editors of Atlanta * Herald:' 

" Eeturning home this evening, I have just read, with 
pleasure, your article in reply to the Augusta 'Chronicle 
and Sentinel.' Will you permit me, gentlemen, to add to 
it ? If so, I would remark, that the' first principle of 
human nature is, 'That every wrong must have its 
atonement.' Mr. Jefferson has said, either wisely or 
unwisely, 'That aU men are, of right, bom free and 
equal.' Mr. Blaekstone has said, ' That the basis of aU 
law, is the giving up of some right, for the better pro- 
tection of others.' 

" From these three axioms spring the Civil Code, and 
the Code of Honor, as well as the Constitution under 
which we live. 

"Permit me, gentlemen, since I see so many con- 
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demniiig that of wliicli they evidently know nothing, to 
hand you John Lyde Wilson's Code of Honor, and ask 
you to print' it in your columns. I dare not add one 
word to the sentiments of that lofty gentleman, but sub- 
mit if it be not true that the code is lofty, which bows 
the head of the most noble gentleman to the level of 
the lowest serf, if the gentleman has stooped to insult 
the serf. Permit me, also, to add, the duel is not the 
result of the code ; it is the failure of the code, pre- 
cisely as amputation is not the result of surgery, but its 
failure — the limb cannot be cured, we cut it off. Blood 
is so bad that a street-fight will result ; parties are too 
much incensed ; if they meet in the street, probably 
neither of them will be hurt, but innocent people will 
Buffer. Well, the code takes these men out of the 
street ; prevents their endangering others ; leaves not 
their case and quarrel to themselves, but turns it over 
to two or four disiaterested men of equal rank, who say 
what shall be done in the matter. If they cannot agree, 
they call a Board of Honor, which may consist of as 
many men as they see fit to select. 

"Where lies, then, the difference between this law 
and the law of the land, save, that this gives men trial 
l)y their peers ? The law of the land takes a jury ; and 
we, of the modem day, alas, know what Courts of 
Justice are, and know how they are managed. 

"And now, gentlemen, I submit to you a grief. 
Gentlemen, the principle of meum et teum. What is 
mine is mine, and is not yours. You have taken, within 
the last few days, the Uberty of handling my name, and 
giving me and my friends, whom I had invited to join 
me in a pleasure excursion, a degree of notoriety ex- 
ceedingly unpleasant to me and to then. 
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" I think, my friends, you owe it to me to withdraw 
both my name and theirs from public notice, simplj 
upon the principle, that the dearest thing a man caD 
have is his name and fame. 'What is mine is noi 
thine; touch not thou it.' BeHeve me, my friends, 
modem journalism is in error upon that point. If not 
howeyer, as a right, as a fayor-spare my name. 

" And now, gentlemen, as you have touched my name 
and that of my friends, I have a right to your columns 
for reply. 

"I beg you, therefore, print me this one time and 
spare me in the future. 

" I am, gentlemen, with profound respect, your sincere 
friend and most obedient servant, 

" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 

It will be seen, from this ably written card, that ii 
this country a gentleman may now be compelled t( 
fight a serf. 

This Uberal practice being established, many of th( 
prejudices heretofore existing against the code in th( 
minds of the ignorant, on account of its alleged ex 
clusiveness, must be at once and forever dissipated. ] 
was at some loss, however, to determine who were th( 
serfs in this country, as at present organized, and Col- 
onel Lofty being too distant from me to obtain his 
opinion, I consulted Doctor King upon the subject. Ht 
said, " that he supposed Colonel Lofty meant boat- 
hands when he alluded to serfs." 

I give his opinion for what it is worth. 



PBACnCAL LESSONS TJNDEB THE CODE DUJILLO. 135 



CHAPTEE XXIX. 

GOIiONEL LOFTY OPENS A COEEESPONDENCE WITH COLONEL 

HUED. 

On the morning of the ninth of August, I was grati- 
fied by receiving the following pleasant note from 
Colonel Lofty, through the mail : 

"Atlanta, Ga., August 7, 1873.) 

1:25, P.M. ) 

"Colonel Geoege W. Hued. 

" My Dear Sie : — You did me the honor to ask leave 
to call upon me unofficially at Neil's Landing, in Florida, 
on the twenty-third of July, at 3:30 p. m. You stated 
that your visit was an unofficial one. I replied, that I 
was glad to receive you at any time, and in any manner. 
You said you would ask me (unofficially), with a view to 
adjusting matters to suit our personal convenience, if 
the eighth of August would suit me for an answer to the 
note from Captain Porter, which I had just delivered 
to Major Woodson. 

" A debate between you and myself followed, which 
referred to a Board of Honor two points, viz. : 

" First. How much time was allowed you, or whether 
time at aU ? 

" Second. Whether you should — ^in case time was al- 
lowed — address us a note, asking for the time, or an- 
nouncing to us the time you took ? 
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" The reply of the * Board ' was a note from Major 
James F. Woodson, addressed to Captain T. J. Porter, 
and handed me by a member of the 'Board/ Doctor 
Courtney. That note simply announced that Major 
Woodson would reply within the usual time. 

" Now, Colonel, this may mean any time within forty- 
six days from the eighteenth of July, when I addressed 
my first note to Major Woodson, or it may refer to your 
* unofficial ' proposition of August eighth. 

" Will you, my dear sir, in view of my personal affairs, 
enlighten me as to your time, so that I may have my 
personal affairs in readiness ; otherwise, I shall be com- 
pelled to hold myself in constant readiness to move at 
a minute's warning from now until the morning of the 
third (3d) day of September, proximo. 

" I shaU do the latter, if you require it, but for my 
personal sake I would ask the charity of some definite 
understanding. 

" I am, my dear Colonel, very respectfully, 
" Your obedient servant, 

" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 

I answered this note as follows : 

"Opelika, Ala., August 9, 1873. 

"Colonel Hercules D. Lofty. 

" My Dear Sir : — ^Your favor of the seventh instant to 
hand. Contents noted. I regret not being able at 
present to give you definite information as to the inten- 
tions of the friend of Major Woodson. If I find I can 
do so, it will afford me pleasure to comply with your 
request. 

" For fear of some future misconstruction, I feel it 
my duty to say, that my recollection does not concur 
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mth yoTirs as to what took place between you and my- 
self at Neil's Landing. I would at present call your 
attention to one point. You seem, from some reason, to 
count time from eighteenth of July, when, according to 
my recollection, the first and only note ever received 
from Captain Porter by Major Woodson, was dated 
twenty-rthird July, 1873, 3 p. m. While I have no idea 
that this date will ever be material, I deem it proper to 
refer to it in answer to your letter. 

" I remain, sir, very respectfully, 
" Your obedient servant, 

"G. W. HURD." 

On the twenty-second of August, I received the fol- 
lowing letter, by mail, from Colonel Lofty : 



ti 



Atlanta, Ga., August 21, 1873. ) 

. M.) 



National Hotel. 7 : 42, p. 

" Colonel G. W. Hurd, OpeUka, Ala. 

" My Dear Sir : — ^I was absent when your favor of the 
eleventh, in reply to my note of the seventh instant, 
came to hand. 

"I am sorry that *your memory ' of the occurrence at 
* Neil's Landing,' differs from mine. I am quite sure 
mine serves me correctly. I shall regret if the * different 
opinion ' on your part continues, though, as you have 
fafled to mention it to me, I do not know in what it 
consists. However, I have consulted my memory, and 
have referred my note to you to Doctor Courtney, and 
I am quite sure that the matter was as I had written 
you. Should you still, after considering the matter, 
continue in your same opinion, I fear we shall find 
our difference irreconcilable — in which case I can only 
Bay I am at your service, and humbly await ^o\n: ^\^^»r 



) 



13S DOWN THE sites; OS, 

'lire. I am sorry to tell yon, that I cannot pennit a 
count of time to ran from the twenty-third of July. 

" Ton are well aware that I commenced action on the 
eighteenth, and that I notified Major Woodson on that 
day, that I had a ' message for him ; ' and, as all subse- 
quent delay arose from the action of your party, I can- 
not, in justice to my friend, permit advanti^e to be 
taken of it There has been far too much delay, and, I 
regret to add, too much pubUcity, in this affair already ; 
therefore, I am compelled to notify you, that my action 
will commence upon the morning of the third of Septem- 
ber, 'proximo,' unless I shall hear from your party 
sooner. I shall await your pleasure at this point, and 
should I be compelled to move earUer, I will notify you, 
both by letter and telegram. 

" Meanwhile, I am. Colonel, 

" Tour very obedient servant, 
" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 

To this letter I made the following reply : 

"Opelika, Ala., August 22, 1873. 

" Colonel Hercules D. Lofty. 

" My Dear Sir : — ^Tour favor of the twenty-first in- 
stant is at hand. It would be very absurd for me to be 
offended with you, because my recollection of an * un- 
official' conversation does not happen to concur with 
yours. Being perfectly satisfied with my own recollec- 
tion, I freely acknowledge your right to an equal confi- 
dence in yours. 

" I concur with you in regretting the * publicity,' 
which must, however, have been stopped by your card 
in the ' Herald.' 

" As to jour intimation of the course you intend to 
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pnrsne, in reference to Major Woodson, and the yiews 
yoTi present as to his duty, I do not feel called upon to 
make any response, not representing him, as you are 
aware, in this matter. I presume that, on inspection, 
the correspondence between yourseK, and Captain 
rorter, and Major Woodson, will speak for itseK. 

" I am, sir, very respectfully, 

"Tour obedient servant, 

" G. W. HUKD." 



{ 
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CHAPTEE XXX. 

COLONEL LOFTY's CORRESPONDENCE WITH COLONEL STRONG. 

On the 11th day of August, 1873, at the hour of 
10 : 15 A. M., being busily engaged in my office, my at- 
tention was suddenly attracted by unusual sounds in 
the adjoining office of Colonel Strong. These words 
only caught my ear distinctly : Pertinent I Impertinent 
PUPPY ! ! Then followed a crash, as if a blow had been 
struck. At once I rushed to the assistance of my friend, 
thinking him engaged in some, perhaps mortal, combat 
He was alone ; his chair upset ; a letter in his hand ; his 
face pale as death — always a sign, with him, of intense 
anger and excitement. 

In answer to my hurried question as to what was the 
matter, he said : "Read tliat 1 1 (handing me the letter 
which he held) and see what a fool your friend. Lofty, 
is. But before you read it, teU me, if you please, what 
the word pertinent means." I told him. "Exactly," said 
he, " that is what Webster says. Now, Colonel, I know 
you admire Colonel Lofty, and certainly your maimers 
have improved, since you became acquainted with him. 
But if he has the impertinence to annoy me by writini 
about his * pains and griefs,' occasioned by my aski 
him a pertinent question, I'll break a two-year-oL 
hickory stick over his head." 

Begretting, deeply, that my friend Colonel Strongs 
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could not appreciate tlie sublime traits of character of 
my friend Colonel Lofty, I argued the matter \\itli him, 
kindly, until he finally became calmer ; and I read the 
admirable and feeling letter of Colonel Lofty, handed 
me by Colonel Strong, as follows : 

" Office and Sales-room of Porter & Smith, 

" Grocers and Commission Mercliants, Manufacturers and Import- 
ers of Liquors, etc. Consignments and orders solicited. 

"Atlanta, Georgia, August 7, 1873. 

" CoiX)NEL F. T. Stbong, Editor * Patiiot,' 

" My Deab Sir : — ^I have this moment seen Colonel 
Henry Y. Smith, who has just returned fi'om Opelika, 
and tells me that you have returned from your Carolina 
trip. 

" I did myself the honor to stop to see you at Opeli- 
ka, on July the 28th, when on my way up from Colum- 
bus, Georgia, but had the mortification to find you 
gone. 

" I hence, with pleasure, avail myself of this, the ear- 
liest moment, of addressiag you. Permit me to express 
the hope, that your trip was a pleasant one. 

"And now, my dear sir, for. the ^ res in gesta' Do 
ycm remember, my dear sir, the first visit that you and 
Colonel G. W. Hurd paid to me at the Eankin House, 
m Columbus, upon the 18th day of July ? It was, I 
^iUnk, about 4 : 30 p. m. of that day, that you occasioned 
^ a great grief. 
** I think, my dear sir, that upon that occasion, with- 
jj^l out having been properly authenticated to me in wiit- 
o\i \ ^> or otherwise, than by a verbal introduction, you 
P^nnitted yourself to address to mo a very pertinent 
jQtjjl ?iestioii — so pertinent, indeed, was it, that I ioxmilm^- 
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self unable to answer it, but told you that I would 
it to my fidend, to whom it related. That I did so 
it, you must have been sure, for I brought my 
back with me and introduced him. 

" You and Colonel Hurd then did me the honor to 
ter my room, where Colonel Hurd presented me a 
This note I was about to exhibit to my friend Doc"^ 
Courtney, when you permitted yourself, notwithstan 
ing the sanctity of my room, and the pledge of the ^ 
troduction I had just given you, to repeat, to Docfc 
Courtney, the very same question. 

" So pertinent and so singular, Colonel, was yo " 
twice-repeated question, and so marked — ^I might ^ 
most say menacing — ^was your tone and manner, that 
assure you, my dear sir, it occasioned severe pain ar:^ 
grief, both to myseK and Doctor Courtney. 

" My duties, as your host at the time, added to the ver: 
peculiar situation I was then occupying, precluded tta 
possibihty of my saying anything at that moment. 

" I now approach you at the earliest moment pract: 
cable afterwards, and in doing so, I feel sure that it i 
only necessary to state to you the grief under which 
have the mortification to suffer. 

" Tour earliest reply is respectfully requested. 
" I am, my dear sir, with profound respect, 
" Your most obedient servant, 

" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 

Colonel Strong answered this feeling letter as follows 

" Opelika, August 11, 1873. 

"Colonel Hercules D. Lofty. 
i " Sir : — ^Your polite communication of 7th instan 

through the mail, has been Teceived. 
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^ *'I am not aware of having said anything, at the pre- 
^^^^ time to which you refer, that should have occasion- 
^^ you either great * pain ' or ' grief.' 

"I always studiously avoid asking other than * perti- 

^^nt questions.' And, if my recoUeetion of the defini- 

**iK»i of the word * pertinent ' is correct, it seems to me 

^cm should not have been occasioned ' pain or grief,' 

J'^ my propounding to you a * pertinent question.' If 

^^y memory is not defective, the word * pertinent ' 

^Jcieans, related to the subject, or matter, in hand ; just to 

'tbe purpose ; adapted to the end proposed ; apposite, etc. 

" I am sir, respectfully, 

" F. T. Strong." 

In vain did I attempt to induce Colonel Strong to use 

the words, " My Dear Sir," in addressing this note to 

CJolonel Lofty, for I feared that his tender feeling would 

1^ wounded by being addressed as " Sir,'' and if so, the 

consequences might be terrible ; but that great man 

liiidly overlooked this important point, and answered 

^ follows : 

" Atlanta, Ga., August 21, 1873. } 

2:30 p.m. ) 

"Colonel F. T. Strong, Editor, etc. 

" My Deab Sir : — ^Tour favor of the 11th instant I 
«^d waiting me on my return. 

"Your reply, that you had no intention to pain Doo- 
^C!otirtney, or myself, is entirely satisfactory to me. 
"I have the honor to be, Colonel, 

" Tour obedient servant, 

" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 



; 
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CHAPTEE XXXI. 

MAJOR WOODSON SELECTS A SECOND. 

On the 26th day of August, 1873, at 1:30 p. m., ] 
the city of Opelika ; reached the town of Seal, upoi 
same day, at 5 p. m. ; and while there, had the plea 
of meeting Major Woodson. He informed me, tha 
was ready to make his reply to the courteous noi 
Captain Porter. 

, But the question which now perplexed the M 
was, whom, out of his numerous friends, he should s< 
as his second. After the names of many had been 
vassed, Major Woodson straightened himself in 
chair, and bringing his right hand heavily upon 
table near him, said : " Colonel, I shall request my fri 
J. T. Hardy, to act for me." 

I suggested, that Mr. Hardy had only arisen to 
rank of Lieutenant in an artiQery battalion — ^had < 
dropped that title since the close of the war. And, i 
while Mr. Hardy was a man of undoubted honor, a: 
disciple of the code, yet he might be considerec 
wanting in that high poKsh and familiarity wit] 
which so distinguished Colonel Lofty ; and, poss: 
that gentleman might prefer dealing with a person n 
nearly approaching himseK in rank and polish 

Major Woodson looked me firmly in the eye, 
said : " Colonel, I am not ^electin^ a friend, in this n 
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ter, merely for the purpose of pleasing Colonel Lofty ; 

what I mainly desire is, a man who suits myself, and 

one upon whom I can rely in any emei^ency. Now, 

Hardy stood by me at Baker's Creek, and through the 

si^e of Vicksburg. I know him, and can depend on 

him ; he shall act for me." At this time a messenger 

approached us, bringing letters to Major Woodson from 

the maiL I noticed a slight flush upon the Major's 

cheek, as he read one of these letters. 

He presently handed it to me, remarking, " I suppose, 
Colonel, you will at least admit that your favorite as- 
somes a good deal, in taking charge of both sides of this 

The letter which Major Woodson handed me, was as 
bDows: 

" Atlanta, Qa., August 24th, 1873. ) 
" National Hotel, 2:20 p. m. ) 

"Major J. F. Woodson : 

"My Deab Sm : — ^I have just terminated a cor- 
^despondence with Colonel Hurd, which, as it bears 
^fcecfly upon yourself, I feel it to be my duty to submit 
*Oyou. 

" You see. Major, that, either intentionally or other- 
Vise, you failed to properly accredit Colonel Hiird to 
^e, I consented, however, to receive your notes from 
J^ hands, because of his high character and standing ; 
^idy taking the precaution to have each one properly 
^tiihenticated, as having been delivered to me from 
you, together with the hour of deUvery, as, save in one 
Jiote, you had failed to fix the hour of writiQg. 

" As Colonel Hurd now declines to hold the position 
of your friend, only as it may suit his convenience and 
ttrte, and as I have, certainly, waited a reaaoTi^\Aft ^\X!k!^ 



I 
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for you to accredit some one to me, I ask you at once to 
name some friend, through whom the future correspond- 
ence, in relation to the affair between yourself and Cap- 
tain Porter, may be conducted. 

" As I have stated in my letter to Colonel Hurd, and 
for the reasons therein recited, I shall expect to receive 
your written reply to the note from Captain Porter — 
delivered by me to you, in person, at Neil's Landing, in 
the State of Florida, at 3 p. M. of July 23d — at least, by 
10 A. M. of the 3d of September. 

" In view of the manner in which I consider Colonel 
Hurd has trifled with me, I will expect, Major, your 
next messenger to be properly authenticated to me in 
writing. 

" I shall await your pleasure at the National Hotel, in 
this city, unless some unforeseen circumstance should 
arise. Should I suddenly be required to move, I shall 
notify you, both by letter and telegram. Meantime, 
Major, I am, with profound respect, 

" Tour most obedient servant, 

" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 

After reading this letter, I remarked, " Colonel Lofty 
has more than once assured me. Major, that he took 
a deep interest in preserving not only your life, but 
your honor. And the advice he gives, is only wrung 
from him by that high-toned, chivalrous spirit, which 
cannot confine itseM to a one-sided view of the ques- 
tion." 

Next morning we took the train for Columbus, 
Georgia, and arrived there at 10:45 A. M. During the 
morning, Major Woodson requested me to read his re- 
plj to Colonel Lofty, which was as foUows : • 
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. " Columbus, Ga., August 27tli, 1873. 

" Colonel Hebcules D. Lofty : 

" Sib : — ^I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your communication of the 24th inst., enclosing a 
conrespondence between yourself and Colonel Hurd, 
and advising me, that you would expect a reply, through 
some accredited friend, to Captain T. J. Porter's note of 
Jdy 23d, by the 3d day of September, prox. Pardon 
we for saying, that I regret the correspondence between 
yourself and Colonel Hurd as imnecessary, and im- 
proper. He was my accredited agent to you, only in the 
correspondence which preceded the note of Captain 
Porter. Upon the receipt of that note, I became the 
custodian of my honor, and promised to reply ' within 
the usual time.' 

"Any suggestions in the interim, such as your last 
note contains, you will again pardon me for saying I 
consider unkind. 

" When I am ready. Colonel, I shall reply to Captain 
Porter ; and in the mean time, I have the honor to be, 

" Very respectfully, 

"J. R Woodson." 

Later in the day, Major Woodson had an interview 
^th Mr. Hardy, who at once assured him, that nothing 
would give him more pleasure than to serve him, and 
80 the question, as to who should act as Major Wood- 
son's friend, was finally settled. 

In a private interview with Mr. Hardy, I informed 
him, that Colonel Lofty was no ordinary man, and, as a 
duelist, had more experience than the gentlemen of Co- 
hunbus, Opelika, Brownsville, and Scale, and the inter- 
vening country all put together, and besought him not 
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CHAPTEE XXXn. 

COLONEL LOFTY WRITES TO COLONEL HURD. . 

On the 28th of August I arrived in Opelika, and, upon 
repaudng to my office, found the following letter from 
Colonel Lofty awaiting me : 

" Atlanta, Ga., August 23, 1873. 

" 8 p. M., jNational HoteL 

" Colonel G. W. Hurd : 

" My Dear Sir :— Tour prompt favor of 22d inst., in 

xeply to mine of 21st, is to hand. While I am gratified, 

r Colonel, at your promptness, you wiU forgive me if I 

^ "^j that I am grieved at the lack of perspicuity in your 
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note of the 7th, that your memory of the occurrences 
at Neil's Landing differed from mine. 

" Now, Colonel, I had written you upon the 7th what 
my memory was. If, therefore, your memory differs 
from mine, and you are not in error, either I had wil- 
fully and deUberately lied, or I must have been a most 
egregious ass, to have written privately to you a thing 
or things of which I was not sure. 

"This condition of things occurring to me, I was 
greatly distressed. I at once sent for Major Shelton 
and Doctor Courtney and consulted them. I referred to 
my letter to you, and have looked over aU the papers in 
the case in order that my mind should come accurately 
to the point of our unofficial conversation. I gravely 
announce to you that I am unable, after all this care, to 
find a single error in my letter of 7th inst. 

" I therefore respectfully ask, that you will at once 
specify distinctly wherein your memory differs from 
what I have written, as I assure you that I cannot con- 
sent to remain under a charge Uke that, though it be 
vaguely expressed and known only to you and myself. 

" You regret, with me, the publicity this affair has ob- 
tained, and presume it was stopped by my card in the 
' Herald.' I cannot permit you. Colonel, even in your 
own mind, to do my friends of the ' Herald ' so much 
injustice. The ' Herald ' only printed my card, and 
reprinted (as the cause of their action) the card of re- 
traction of the ' Sun.' 

" And this retraction of the * Sun,' I am sure you 
know, cost me the pain of slappiog the face and pulling 
the nose of Major De Soto, the editor. You know I 
had promised, both to your party and mine, that I 
would compel such a retiactioii, axvd you know I re- 
deemed my word. 
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" You say as to the course you intend to pursue in 
reference to Major Woodson, and the views you pre- 
sent as to his duty, * I do not feel called upon to make 
any response, not representing him, as you are aware. 
An inspection of the correspondence between yourseM, 
Captain Porter, and Major Woodson, will speak for it- 
self.' Well, Colonel, I have consulted, and will let it 
speak. 

" I find from it that although you were never officially 
authenticated as the friend of Major Woodson, never- 
theless you permitted yourself to bear every communi- 
cation which I received from him. 

"I own that you formally, but verbally, told me that 
in view of your connection with him, you could not pro- 
ceed further in the case. I was therefore surprised 
(but agreeably so, as I was glad to find myscK con- 
fronted by so courteous a gentleman) to find you on the 
toat with Major Woodson. 

" After the delivery by me of Captain Poi-ter's note 
to Major Woodson, you made me that informal visit, 
about which I have had the misfortune to find you dif- 
fering from me in memory. It is, therefore, with trepi- 
dation that I remember you stated, that the Major 
would like to have his fiiend Avith him. When I ex- 
pressed surprise, as you were there, you again reminded 
me of your relationship. I .will not discuss this further 
with you. Colonel. I do not feel that 'the game is 
worth the candle.' 

"I wiU only say to you plainly, as a plain man, that it 
seems to me you have trifled with me. 

" As you now say distinctly, and in writing, that you 
are not the friend of Major Woodson, I shall annoy 
you no further about it, but at once address Ma»\^it 
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Woodson, and request him to authenticate some friend 
to me with whom I may correspond. 

"In conclusion, Colonel, I hope I shall not be thought 
going too far when I say that I trust, after your written 
disclaimer, that all active interference in this matter 
will cease, unless you intend fully to assume the respon- 
sibihty of such action. 

"I remain, Colonel, your very obedient servant, 
" Humbly awaiting your pleasure, 

" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 

While deeply engaged in reading and pondering over 
this admirable letter, I was much irritated on being in- 
terrupted by the entrance of Charley Chip, to whom I 
remarked hastily : " Have you brought that miserable 
little tin account ? I have certainly paid it, but call 
when I am at leisure, and I will pay it again, if I do not 
find your receipt. You see that I am engaged at 
present." 

" No, sir," he replied in a more dignified manner than 
is usual with him, " the accoimt is all right. No, sir, I 
called round. Colonel, to hand you this note from Col- 
onel Lofty," and he presented me the following note : 

'* QPELIKA, August 28th, 1873. } 
"Adams House, 10 a. m. f 

" Colonel G. W. Hurd, present eii ville. 

" My Dear Sir : — Will you pardon me if I remind 
you, that up to this moment, my letter of the 23d re- 
mains unanswered. Allow me to respectfully inform 
you, that I am in this city, at the Adams House, where 
I will reside until I depart for Columbus, where I shall 
remain until the morning of the 3d of September. I 
shall reside at the Rankin House while there, and shall 
duly notify Major Woodson ol la^ ^YYival. 
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" Permit me, Colonel, to call your attention again to 
my letter of the 23d inst., and allow me to renew my 
request, that you will state to mo, iq writing, wherein 
your memory differs from mine. 

" Permit me to observe, that a charge so vague as this 
is very painful ; and is one under which I cannot rest 
quietly with honor. It is one you should not make, 
without full specification and proof. I have now asked 
you no less than three times, to specify the charge you 
have made. 

" Once more I beseech you ; say distioctly and fully, 
in what your memory differs from miae. 

" I humbly await your pleasme. With profoimd re- 
spect, Colonel, 

" I am your most obedient servant, 

" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 

After reading this letter, I turned to young Chip 
solemnly, and said : " Charley, do you bear me this note 
from Colonel Lofty, as his friend or second ? " 

"No, sir! No, sir! Oh! no. Colonel; he asked me 
just to step in, and hand it to you. Do you want me to 
wait for an answer. Colonel ? " he replied. 

"No, Charley, you need not wait ; tell Colonel Lofty, 
that I will honor myself by replying to his letter by 
^aiL Tou may go now, Charley." 

[Exit Charley. 
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CHAPTEB XXXTTT. 

MB. HARDY MEETS COLONEL LOFTY. 

Professional business occupied my attention during 
the twenty-eighth of August, and until 12 : 30 P. M., of 
the twenty-ninth. TVhen I encountered Mr. Hardy 
stepping off the train from Columbus, he accosted and 
requested me to iutroduce him to Colonel Lofty. We 
repaired to the Adams House, and there met the 
Colonel 

After mutual profoimd salutations and expressions 
of pleasure at meeting, between Colonel Lofty and my- 
self (during which Mr. Hardy stood by, perfectly un- 
moved, his eyes quietly directed upon Colonel Lofty,) 
I respectfully asked permission to introduce Mr. 
Hardy to Colonel Lofty, and, upon permission being 
granted, did so. 

Colonel Lofty, with repeated salutations, expressed 
his great pleasure and delight at beiog honored by the 
acquaiotance of Mr. Hardy. The latter, with a slight 
movement of his body, something like a bow, said, " He 
had wished for some days to see Colonel Lofty, and 
that he desired a private interview." 

Colonel Lofty bowed profoundly and remarked, " That 

it would afford him great pleasure if Mr. Hardy would 

honor him by entering his humble apartment. I be- 

Ueve," he continued, "you are a brother of my old 

friend, Colonel O. L. Hardy?" Mr. Hardy replied, 
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"That Colonel O. L. Hardy was his brother." Upon 
my making a movement to retire, Mr. Hardy requested 
me to wait for him. " I will not detain you more than 
two minutes," he said. 

I smiled, as they retired into Colonel Lofty's apart- 
ment, and looked at my watch, for I thought Mr. 
Hardy had reckoned without his host, in allowing only 
two minutes, when thirty or sixty would, in my opinion, 
be necessary — ^for I knew his business was to deliver a 
note, and, imder the etiquette of the code, a note could 
not be delivered in less than thirty minutes, even if 
the whiskey part of the imposing ceremony was taken 
"straight^ 

Imagine, then, my astonishment when, at the expira- 
tion of one and one-half minutes, I saw both gentlemen 
returning. We walked into the passage of the hotel to- 
gether, and had approached the flight of steps leading 
to the street, when Colonel Lofty, having left his hat 
and gloves, returned to search for them, and Hardy 
and myself stood together, he lounging negligently on 
the railing of the steps. I exclaimed, " It is not possible 
that you have delivered the note already? " " No," re- 
plied Hardy, "not exactly. You see, when we first 
went into the room. Colonel Lofty told me he would be 
honored and pleased, etc., to take the note as soon as 
we took whiskey. I told him that I always took busi- 
ness first and whiskey afterwards ; then Colonel Lofty 
said, *he wanted Mr. Count Bismarck and others to 
witness his taking the note.' It did not seem to me 
appropriate to have witnesses, especially as those he 
proposed, I knew, were not disciples of the code, and 
suggested the point to him, but he said, * The way to 
make men admire the code and convert them to it was 
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to let them see the practical workings of it/ and I, just 
to save time, told him to bring in his witnesses, and be 
quick about it, but it seems that we will have to tramp 
over the city to find these unconverted anti-dueKsts." 

I repKed, that it seemed to me unusual, but I sup- 
posed the overwhelming necessity of making converts 
to the code in these degenerate days might weU excuse 
conducting the affair in a sKghtly irregular manner. 

Colonel Lofty joining us, we walked up to Count 
Bismarck's store. I stopped at the door, but being re- 
quested by Colonel Lofty to assist in witnessing the 
important ceremony, entered, and we approached the 
Colonel, who stood in the middle of the store. (During 
the interview which followed, I could but be gratified at 
the evidently increased trade of my old friend Bismarck. 
His store was crowded.) 

Mr, Hardy remarked : Colonel, have you now wit- 
' nesses enough ? 

Lofty, Colonel Hardy (bow), I think, sir, that these 
gentlemen (bowing to first myseK and then to Count 
Bismarck) will be sufficient. Li some cases I require 
as many as four. 

Hardy. Here is the note, then (handing it to Colonel 
Lofty). 

Lofty, Colonel Hardy (bowing and taking the note 
lightly by the corner), I will now, sir, do myself the 
honor to take this note. 

At tliis moment Mr. Hardy released his hold upon the 
note, not knowing that it was necessary, at this stage oi 
the proceeding, for both gentlemen to hold the note u 
between them until the remarks of the recipient war 
concluded. Colonel Lofty not being prepared for i 
sudden withdrawal oi ttie ^u^^oxt from the oppos^ot- 
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comer of the missive, it unfortunately fell bdjween them. 
Mr. Hardy leaned back against a pile of corn-sucks, 
glandng in a quiet, self-possessed manner alternately at 
the note, as it lay upon the floor, and at the face of 
Colonel Lofty, which had assumed a stai-tled and sur- 
prised expression. 

The question arose in my mind as to whose duty it 
was, under these most peculiar circumstances, to raise 
the note from the floor. I was willing to do it, but not 
being connected with the affair, exccj^t as a mtness, 
was satisfied that it would be presumptuous in me to 
tonch it. A second glance at Colonel Lofty's face 
showed me, that while that great duelist had probably 
nerer in his life been placed in so delicate and harass- 
ing a position, yet he was of opinion, that inasmuch as 
the delivery of the note and its reception, under the 
code etiquette, had not been completed, that it was the 
duty of Mr. Hardy to raise it from the floor, but that it 
would be indelicate in him, more especially as the 
point was novel and difficult, to express liis views. 

On glancing again at Mr. Hardy, I saw, from his non- 
chalant and satisfied expression of countenance, that he 
considered it no affair of his, and that he consti-ued the 
words of Colonel Lofty, " I will now do myseH the 
honor to take this note," accompanied by the actual 
taking a comer of it in his hand, as a delivery ; and so 
the matter stood, and it is probable that a dead lock 
would here have been made, which might have stopped 
any further progress in the affau* which I am recording, 
for the note was quietly resting on the floor, and no 
one could take it up — or at least each thought the other 
should do it — and there it must liave remained had not 
onr anti-dueling friend. Count Bismarck, who had been 



I 
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ft few moments abswit, waiting on a customer, return.* 
and assiHted Uie duel on its lej^ u^ain by taking up fcl 
noil' :iiiil handing it to Colonel Lofty, saying : " Hero : 
. the uulii you dropped. Colonel," in such a quick im 
puL-i\r way, that the Colonel had it actually in his ham 
befoit' ln.1 was aware of what he was doing. 

So nolemu anil impressive had been this scene, tlia. 
trade had beeu suspended iu Count Bismarck's stor^ 
doling ito coutinuanue. Not an article had been par' 
chased (save and except two-and-a-half pounds ofsi^ai, 
irfai(.-li Bismarck ha<l himself weighed and sold to a poor 
ironiaii), every tongue was still, every eye was turned 
aUemately fiom the note to each of the liviiig actors in 
the scene, every eai- was attentive ; even the casual 
pasKpr-by on the Hidc-wiilk paused with breath sua- 
pendi'.l aud.nitstivtt'lu'iliu'ok: uuil wlirn, ..t lawt, byUM 
action of the accommodating Bismarck, the note reach- 
ed Colonel Xiofty's hand, there was a long-drawn au^ 
ble respiration of relief from the spectators, and tradt 
went on — or at least as I at this moment turned my fam 
to the spectators they turned theirs to the counters 
and I heard inquiries as to the price of various articlea 

Colonel Lofty now stood in his most erect positian 
with the note in his outstretohed hand, and remarked 
" Gentlemen, I am now placed in a most overwhelming 
and delicate position ; never in the course of my expe 
rieuce have I seen such a serious accident occur as thi 
unfortunate dropping of this note, after its dehvery hat 
been commenced, and before it had been completed 
I am unable to say what would have been the resul 
had not our friend, Mr. Count Bismarck, so courteoual; 
placed this note in my hands, acting, as it were, as thi 
proxy, or agent of Mr, Hardy." And turning to Hardy 
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said, bowing low, " I suppose, Mr. Hardy, that you ratify 
aad adopt the act of our friend, Mr. Count Bismarck, 
in completing the delivery of this note to me on your 
behalf?" 

Hardy. I am not responsible for what Bismarck may 
do, or has done ; I delivered you the note and you took 
it, and then let it fall, and he handed it to you. I see 
nothing wrong about the matter, and don't pretend to 
nndjBrstand why you should stand and look at the note 
80 bng ; I know but little about dueling. 

Lofty. My dear Colonel Hardy (bow), it then seems 
you consider that you had completed the delivery of 
flw note, when it unf ortimately feU to the floor. That 
heing the case, and inasmuch as I am now de facto in 
possession of the note, and as it would be discourteous 
in me to replace it on the floor, so as to place matters 

• 

in statu quo, I will, in this peculiar and most interesting 
sliate of affairs, adopt your views. At the same time, 
feeling it my duty to say (pardon the expression), that 
yottr view is erroneous, and that I wiU never, in any 
fctare duel, be governed by this precedent. 

Ha/rdy. Colonel, I would be glad to get off on the 
first train, and if it suits your convenience to hurry 
^natters, I would be pleased. If not, I wiU stay over. 

Lofty. Colonel Hardy (bow), to suit your private in- 
terests, we will dispense with as much ceremony as 
possible in so important a matter ; but, sir, it grieves me 
te do so. 

Hardy. Then, Colonel, don't do it ; I wiU stay over for 
^^ next train ; just go on and talk as much as you wish. 

Ijofty. By no means, sir (bow). I wiU do myself the 
*^oiior to read this note at once, without even waiting 
^ be requested to do so (and he read as follows) : 
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" OoLinaiUB, Ga., Angoet 28th, 1878L 

" Captain T. J. Pobteb : 

** Sir : — I r^ret if the delay, which I haTe iomd 
neoessary in framing a reply to your note of 23d 
of Jnly, may have caused you inconvenience. Your 
complaint is, that over my signature in the 'Sim'oEt 
25th June, an advertisement appeared, containing csnsiL 
statements in r^ard to the character of yonr deceaae^ 
relative. The greater portion of that article oontaiD^^" 
simply references to 8wom testimony in a law case, 
which I presume your note does not refer — ^" 



At this point Colonel Lofty stopped reading, heaved 
a sigh, and said, '' Major Sbidy, it pains me exceed- 
ingty to decline to take this note, but it is my duty to 
do so ; and Hercules Diogenes Lofiy will do his duty; 
cost him what it may. 

Hardy. Do you find anything discourteous or dis- 
respectful in the note, Colonel Lofty? 

Lofty. Mr. Hardy (bow), on the contrary, sir, I 
find it most courteously expressed and respectful in its 
terms. I will, with your permission, state the impor-- — ' 

tant reasons which prevent my receiving this most cour ''^■ 

teous note. Captain Porter had a fourth cousin, who i 
now dead, and being dead, it is a maxim, handed 
to us from time immemorial, that his virtues, if he 
any, must live after him, and be remembered, and 
faults must be buried with him. Nothing can author 
ize any fault of a deceased person to be ever men- 
tioned, or referred to, in any way. Major Woodso; 
mentions sworn testimony, and presumes that Captaintf^^^'' 
Porter's note does not refer to that portion of his arti 
cle. Now, gentlemen, in the first place, no sworn testi 
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ttiony should ever be allowed in any case where it may 
^ect injuriotisly the character of the dead. The bad 
oharactOT of the dead can never be discussed in any 
^*laimer, or for any purpose ; any living man or woman 
iQnst be allowed to suffer or die, if need be, rather than 
fifisail the character of the dead. These principles are 
so well established imder the code, that it is unneces- 
sary to discuss them at length, and I will proceed now 
to show the gentlemen here present, what Major Wood- 
Bon's note should have been, to be satisfactory to Cap- 
tain Porter. First, then, he should have said 

Ha/rdy. I would prefer. Colonel, your reducing your 
leasons for declining to take this note, to writing, to 
hearing your views about what character of note would 
1)6 satkfactory to Captain Porter ; but if you prefer 
talking longer, I will hear you through. 

L(fty. Colonel Hardy (bow), I wiU do myseM the 
konor, forthwith, to act as you desire. 

And we walked into the back-room of Bismarck's store, 
and Colonel Lofty sat down to write, with his back 
towards a pail of fresh water standing near. Mr. Hardy 
raised a dipper full to his lips, remarking, " Bismarck, 
m take a drink." Ab the last word fell from Hardy's 
lips. Colonel Lofty arose, and in his most urbane man- 
ner, bowing profoundly, said, " Your suggestion, Mr. 
Hardy, is a most timely one ; I will do myseH the honor 
to join you." At this instant, his eye caught the dipper 
suspended in Hardy's hand, and he turned suddenly 
back to his writing, saying, " Thank you. Colonel, thank 
you ; I never drink water. I consider it unhealthy, sir," 
and I saw a melancholy, disappointed look settle for a 
moment on his face. 
In a few moments he turned again to Mx,Bax^^ 
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remarkiDg, " My doar sir, I am verj toacli at a loss t 
know by what title to address you ; flill you do me th 
honor to mform luo as to the title you prefer to be a( 
dressed by? " 

Huvily. Certainly ; just write me down a " field hand 
I have no title. 

Loft'j. My dear air (bowing), I beg that yon wi 
allow me to use some title ; I assure you, air, that if n 
should ever be compelled to print this most intereatiii 
correspondcncG, it will look much better. 

Hardy. I never expect to have it printed ; in fac 
that is not my object ; if we can settle the thing f( 
these gentlemen fairly and honestly, I am "willing, an 
if we cannot, then, I say, let them fight, and not print, 

L(^(y. My dear sir, your \\ev/& do you great credit 
but, as a pei-sonal favor to mysoK, I hope you wi 
allow me to add the word Esquire after your name ? 

Hardy. I rather prefer being addressed as a " fiel 
hand," but, if it will gratify you, write me down Ef 
quire. 

And Colonel Lofty proceeded to write. When he m 
throi^h, Bismarck stated that he had a great curiosit 
to hear the rest of Major Woodson's letter ; " And 
think," said he, "beii^ caUed in as a witness, I am ei 
titled to hear it aU," 

Lofiy. If Mr. Hardy does not object (bow), I do n* 
observe any particular objection. I deem it proper \ 
state, however, that no matter what it may contain, tt 
effect will be the same upon Hercules Diogenes Lofty 

Hardy. It is a matter of indifference to me ; Colon. 
Lofty can do as he pleases. 

Colonel Lofty thereupon read aloud the remainder ■ 
Major Woodson's letter, as follows ; 
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"I confine my reply, therefore, to that portion which 
wfere to his intercourse with CaroUne Mvers, and the 
Cffcumstances connected with that transaction, embrac- 
ing his disconnection with the Church. Permit me, in 
tiie outset, to state, that the article in question was 
TOtten in reply to an anonymous correspondent of the 
'Herald,' in defence of my client and kinsman, against 
vhom the foulest charges had been preferred, pending 
his triaL The averments of that publication led me to 
an examination of all the facts in the case, and I was 
forced by it — ^reluctantly I confess — to state circum- 
stances connected with your deceased relative which I 
T'S'OTild not have done, but for the attacks of this anony- 
nious writer, and to disabuse the public mind of the 
prejudice sought to be engendered by it. These facts 
^ere derived from the very best authority, and their 
publication would never have been made had not \};\^ 
^^acter of my information justified it. You will re- 
mark, also, that in the very letter of which you com- 
plam, I offer to correct any mistake which I may have 
^nade as to facts. Having premised this much then, 
I cannot do you the injustice to suppose, that in your 
'^nest to me for the retraction of injurious reflections, 
Jon desire that I should retract anything which is true. 
I am unwilling to indulge any such violent presumption 
•gainst any man whom I regard, and with whom I cor- 
'ospond, as a gentleman. 

"Proceeding, then, upon this hypothesis, I have the 
nonor to submit to your consideration the enclosed cer- 
tificates, numbered fi^om one to f our,^ from gentlemen of 
the highest respectability, and also some ofiicial records, 
^vering your ground of complaint, the origiaals being 

* See Appendix. 
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subject to your inspection at any time you may 
I (issiire you that I regret the necessity of cnllii 
atteiiHnn to th.'sc- f^icts. and wonia not do so if 
to myself did not require it 

"Additionally, I will state, thatatthe time T^ 
approached by your friend, OoloneL liofly, I ■ 
gaged in f erretii^ oat a disorepancj in my ehA 
which my attention lutd been oaUed, and find t 
Smith, deceased, instead of b«uig dropped, as st 
me, from the Churcli, had withdrawn at hja own i 
I cheer^y, therefore, make this ooixeotion, a 
other in which yon may be able to satisfy mc 
have been misinfonned. 

" In conclusion, permit me to say, that you t 
reot in sapposing that I did not intend wani 
assul the dead, or gratuitously to woond the 
Hy discussion of the errors of the dead was 
upon me in the defense of my client ; to the 1 
intended no wound, gratuitotis or otherwise. ] 
simply, in tlie vindication of a cause to which 
the most solemn obligations, to refute the as 
of my cKont with tnitli. Again trusting tha 
not miaconceivG the purport of your request, a 
this reply may be satisfactory to you, I trans 
same by the hands of my friend, J. T, Hardy, t 
whom any future communication may be made i 
" I am, sir, respectfully, 

" Tour obedient servant, 

" J. F. "Wool 
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CHAPTEE XXXIV. 



AT THE RUBY. 



When Colonel Lofty finished reading the letter of 
"^ajor Wopdson, he said : " Gentlemen (bowing), the 
^^ading of that letter has made me very thirsty. May 
"*- indulge the hope, that you will honor m€ by drinking 
'S^th me ? " We bowed an assent, and he continued : 
* There are four of us, and it will cost one dollar. I 
Ixaye plenty of money, but allow me to remark, that I 
"W-ould not live, permanently, in any city where drinks 
^re twenty-five cents ; not that there is any difference 
l>€tween fifteen cents and twenty-five cents, but I con- 
sider it an imposition upon the gentlemen of our coun- 
try." He then turned, and politely requested one, of a 
number of persons who had approached us, to copy the 
\ note he had written to Mr. Hardy, which request was 
^1 acceded to with great alacrity. 

^1 Then we solemnly and silently marched down to the 
^^1 Bnby; for solemnity and secrecy are necessities in 
dueling, now, when the laws of the land are so much 
opposed to the system. 

On arriving at the Euby, each ordered his favorite 
beverage ; then we bowed, and clinked our glasses to- 
gether, and drank with the reverberation of the martial 
sound, and bowed again, lighted our cigars, and returned, 
ofiing the utmost prudence and solemnity, to ■^x^'^^Ti^ 
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any one from suspecting that a duel was contemplated^ ^ 
To eflfect tliia object more certainly, Colonel Lofty and ^ 
Mr. Hardy walked together, so that the people should 
see they were friendly. Count Bismarck and myself fol- 
lowed, arm in arm. As we walked thus, he whispered : 
" Colonel Hurd, I am opposed to dueling on principle, 
and know but little about it ; but the only part of it 
which I do understand, I like very much. That is the 
drinking part." 

When we arrived at Bismarck's store, the copy of 
Colonel Lofty's note was complete. The original was , 
delivered to Mr. Hardy ; but, I regret to say, that the ^ 
beautiful ceremony of delivery was shortened by Mr^ 
Hardy's quietly, but jfirmly, seizing with an iron 
the note, as soon as it was within his reach — ^it beini 



held by Colonel Lofty, suspended with his thumb an( 
forefinger by its extreme comer — saying, " All right, Col^ — 
onel; you see that I never drop a note when it L^ 
handed to me." 

He then slowly read the note, as follows : 

" Opelika, Ala., August 29th, 1873. ) 
" Bismarck's store, back-room, 2 P. M. ) 

" J. T. Hardy, Esq., present en ville, 

" My Dkvr Sir : — I hope you will pardon my returri--" 
ing to you the letter and enclosed certificates ixotXX 
Major Woodson, addressed to Captain Porter, whict* 
you have to-day presented to me. 

" I cannot consent to bear this letter to Captain Por^ 
ter, as I do not conceive that it in any way touches th^ 
ground of his complaint against Major Woodson. 

" Captain Porter cannot consent to any investigation 
of the memory of the dead, whose faults, if they had 
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•ny, should be sacred ; their good deeds, if any they 
We done, should live after them. 

"Be pleased to refer to the verbiage of the note of 
Captain Porter, to which I have referred. 

"If you should desire it, I will, at any time, write 
what will be satisfactory to Captain Porter. 

" I am, dear sir, with profoimd respect, 
" Tonr most obedient servant, 

"Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 



After reading this note, Mr. Hardy quietly, and with- 
out asking permission, placed it in his pocket, together 
^ the note of Major Woodson, and we repaired again 
to the Ruby, using the same precautions as on our first 
^t Arriving there, I was pleased to see the trade of 
that bar on the increase so much, so that we could not 
si^)roacIi the counter, and time being precious, Colonel 
Ixrfty, with a pl*ofound bow, requested us to honor him 
by holding a conference, and, upon an assent being 
given, he led the way to the side of the room, opposite 
flie bar counter, and, at least, fifteen feet distant fi*om 
it, 80 that our conference should be stiictly private. In 
iact, we were so situated that, although phiinly in view, 
we would not necessarily be heard by the patrons of the 
bar amid the clink of glasses, unless they dcHberatoly 
diOBB to listen, which no gentleman would do, under suci 
dtoamstances ; and it was to be presumed that none 
but gentlemen entered the Euby. Colonel Lofty tunuMl, 
fuing us and the bar, and said : " Gentlemen (bowing), 
I wish, with your kind permission, to do niyHolf tlio 
honor of making a few remarks. My course in dc^clin- 
hg to bear the note of Major Woodson, may wnwwto 
lijoa singular and unprecedented ; but, genl\emv\w,\ vv^- 
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sure you, that in four of the most important affairs I 
ever conducted, this precise point arose, and I decided 
it in the same way. And I assure you, Mr. Hardy, that 
if you feel aggrieved by my course, I will only be too 
happy to meet you. (At this moment, the eyes of Mr. 
Hardy were quietly raised to those of Colonel Lofty, 
and remained fixed upon them. After a momentary 
pause, the Colonel continued :) At the same time, I feel 
it but just to myself to state that no offense was in- 
tended. I acted as I did, simply because I knew I was 
right. It was Captain Porter's duty to protect the 
character of his deceased cousin. No other man could 
do it. Some persons may contend, that the duty de- 
volved upon the brothers or the sons of the deceased, 
and this might be a plausible point, were it not for the 
fact that Captain Porter's first name, Tom, is the same 
as that of his cousin ; therefore, the duty of cleansing 
his cousin's memory from all stain more particularly 
devolves upon him, and he having imdertaken this im- 
portant task under my direction, Hercules Diogenes 
Lofty will not permit him to have that relative's faults 
mentioned, and, to satisfy him. Major Woodson must 
write a different kind of note. 

Now you, Colonel Hardy (I hope you wiU permit me 
to address you as Colonel ? it is more pleasant and 
convenient to me), have admitted that you are not very 
familiar with dueling, and nothing wiU give me more 
pleasure than to give you any advice you need in carry- 
ing on this affair ; and you may trust in my judgment 
implicitly ; and when you desire it, let me know, and I 
will give you the draft of a note, which Major Woodson 
can copy in his own hand, and which, I assure you, will 
be satisfactory to Captam "PotW. And allow me to 
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remark, Colonel Hardy, that nothing is more probable, 
than that you and myseM will be compelled to fight, 
before we satisfactorily wind up this affair. It almost 
invariably happens, in the affairs which I do myseM the 
honor to conduct, that I fight and often kill the oppos- 
ing second, for some difference of opinion from me ; and, 
therefore, if we should meet, I assure you in advance, 
that my feeling to you wiU be friendly. 

Hardy. Colonel Lofty, while I think we might have 
found a more appropriate place to discuss matters, yet, 
since you have broached the subject here, I wiU reply 
to you by saying, first, that while I know but little 
about the code, I take the Ubei'ty of differing with you 
on every proposition you have laid doT^Ti, and every 
position you have taken, since my acquaintance with 
yon began. 

I think you should have taken this note to Captain 
Porter, and if he was not satisfied with it, let him say 
so. I do not see that you have any right to presume 
that Major Woodson is so anxious to write a note satis- 
factory to CaptaiQ Porter, as to allow you to write his 
reply. 

As to the character of the dead, I do not consider 
that more sacred than the character of the Uving, and 
in some cases it may be attacked. 

As to your habit of fighting the seconds opposed to 
you, for differing with you, I have nothing to say (not 
haying been present at any of your fights), except to let 
you know, that at any time you wish me to fight for 
differing with you, or for anything else, just let me 
know in plain Enghsh, so that I can understand you, 
and I'U give you aU the satisfaction you desire. And 
now, Colonel, as we have come to a full understandiiLi^ol 
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our respective positions, we had better take our drinks, 
and not talk any more about fighting, until we get fixed 
to do a Httle of it. 

Lofty. My dear Colonel Hardy (bow), it gives me un- 
told pleasure to have formed the acquaintance of such 
a gentleman as yourself. And if we ever meet on the 
field of honor (which I do not say will be absolutely 
necessary), we will take a drink together, just before we 
fire, and, in the mean time, we will take one now, as you 
propose. 

And we drank with the usual ceremonies. And then 
Colonel Lofty turned to me, saying, "Colonel Hurd, 
will you, sir, do me the honor of granting a private in- 
terview ? " 

I repHed, " Colonel, it pains me beyond measure, to 
be compelled to ask you to excuse me from honoring 
myseK by complying with your polite request. Please 
be so kind as to remember, that we differed in our 
recollection of what once took place between us in a 
private interview. I hope you will agree with me, as to 
the propriety of not placing ourselves in a position 
where another difference might occur, until the last is 
satisfactorily settled. 

Lofty, Colonel Hurd (bow), considering the most re- 
markable circumstances by which we are surrounded, 
I think your excuse is sufficient; but, allow me to 
remark, that I am awaiting, most anxiously, your reply 
to my letter of 23d instant. (And then we smoked, and 
bowed, and parted, and Mr. Hardy took the 3.10 p. m, 
train for Columbus.) 
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CHAPTER XXXY. 

GORBESPO!!n>ENC£ BETWEEN COLONEL LOFTY AND COLOXEL 

HURD PROGRESSES. 

At 5 : 20 p. m. of the 29th of August I was sitting in 
my office, with Colonel Lofty's letter of 23d instunt, and 
my answer to it, which I had just completed, lying bo- 
fare me. On looking up, after signing my name, I was 
surprised to see, standing directly in front of mo, Clnirley 
Chip, dressed in his best suit, a sHght twitching per- 
ceptible about the comers of his mouth. 

With an air of impoi'tance I had never seen him ex- 
hibit before, he said, holding his hat before him, with 
both hands: "Colonel, I've got another note for you, 
sir, from Colonel Lofty." 
"Ah ! what is it about, Charley? " IrepUed. 
"It's just a copy of the last note I brought you, 
Colonel, except Colonel Lofty has put my name in it at 
the bottom" (straightening himself with pardonable 
piide). 

* Am I to understand, Chai'ley, that you biing this 
iioie as Colonel Lofty's friend ? " 

"Tes^ sir ; yes, sir,I reckon so, Colonel," ho said in an 
«irited and tremulous manner. 

On hearing this reply, I rose from my seat slowly an^J 
*K)d erect, assuming aU the solemnity and dignity 
"iflridil had acquired from Colonel Lofty, and look\i\\j^ 
ivmomiujQ said ; 
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" Mr. Cliip, I shall be compelled to pain myself and 
you by declining to receive the note you bear. Ton are 
entitled, under the code, to have my reasons for declin- 
ing in writing, and I wiQ proceed at once to give them 
to you, unless you prefer to take the night to reflect 
upon this momentous subject, which may be the turn- 
ing point in your life." 

He repUed, " Yes, sir, if you please, sir ; I would like 
to take to-night to think about it ; please let me wait 
until morning, sir." I said, " Yes, Charley, you may wait 
until to-morrow, and then present the note if you wish 
to do so." 

" Thank you. Colonel, thank you, sir ; I never worked 
at such a business as this before," he replied. (Exit 
Charley Chip.) 

Thereupon I mailed my letter to Colonel Lofty, which 
was as foUows : 

" Opklika, August 29, 1873, 4 p. m. 

" Colonel Hercules D. Lofty : 

" My Dear Sir : — ^Your favor of the 23d reached me 
only yesterday. About the same time I received a note 
from you, sent by a messenger, asking a reply to the 
same. I stated to your messenger that I would send you 
a reply by mail, at my earHest convenience. 

" First, then, I have made no cliarge against you, and 
a re-perusal of my notes will show it. 

" Second, my memory differed from yours, and I men- 
tioned that fact to you. 

^ " I am surprised that you should, for a moment, sup- 
pose that it was necessary, to sustain your honor, that 
mj memory should concur with yours in every particu- 
lar. But to the point. You ^?dsii to know wherein my 
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memoiy differs. In complying with your request, I find 
it more convenient to state, as nearly as I can, what I 
remember of our conversation, and leave you to judge 
of the difference. 

" On the evening of 23d July, at 3 : 30 p. m., I called 
on you, and upon your bowing most profoundly, I stated 
that my call was informal, and the following conversa- 
tion ensued : 

" Cciond Lofty (with a low bow). It gives me pleasure, 
sir, to see you at any time and in any manner. 

" Hurd (with bow equally low). AUow me, sir, to ex- 
press an equal pleasure in seeing you. 

" Lofty (bow as before). WiU you do me the honor, 
sir, to be seated? 

" Hurd (bow as before). I will do myseK the honor 
of sitting as you request. 

" Bwrd (on taking his seat). Colonel, will you permit me 
to inquire, where you can be found on or about the 8th 
day of August? I take the Uberty of inquiring be- 
cause Major Woodson's selected friend is not here, and 
I do not think that his reply wiU be ready before that 
time. 

" Lefty. Major Woodson has certainly the right, un- 
der the code, to double the time taken by Captain Por- 
ter, but it would suit my convenience better if Major 
Woodson could reply before my return to Atlanta. Tou 
aie, perhaps, aware. Colonel, that my principal, Captain 
Porter, is a wealthy man, and I know that Major Wood- 
bqh 18 also wealthy, but you and myself are both poor, 
and it oomes very hard on us to have to make two trips 
Iwre. It is so expensive. 
" Hwd. I have no doubt that Major Woodson aiid. 
will do anything that they can, con^AsfcetiStj 
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with their own convenience, to avoid putting you to ex- 
pense or inconvenience, and I would suggest, that it is 
possible, before we part on our return, after Major 
Woodson consults with his friend, that some arrange- 
ment may be made to suit the mutual convenience of 
all parties. 

" Lofty, Would you object, Colonel, to indicating to 
me what weapon Major Woodson will be likely to se- 
lect, if the affair progresses to that point ? 

" Hurd, I am not at Kberty to give you the informa- 
tion you desire, and allow me to suggest, that it is the 
duty of seconds to exhaust every effort to prevent a 
collision, before selecting weapons — ^is it necessary, 
therefore, to calculate beforehand that their efforts will 
be fruitless ? But your experience is so much more ex- 
tended than mine, that I feel a great delicacy in making 
any suggestion. 

" Lofty (rising with profound bow). Yes, Colonel, I 
have been engaged in forty-two affairs of honor, as 
principal and second, and I concur with you fully in 
your suggestions. It is the duty of a second to pre- 
vent a resort to arms, if possible. I recollect in one of 
the first duels I ever fought, I came very near losing my 
life by having a fool for a second. He allowed me to 
fight the best swordsman in Europe with a rapier. I, 
at that time, was not so proficient as I am now in the 
use of that weapon, and considered my life as good as 
lost, but met my antagonist fearlessly, and, after parry- 
ing a few of his thrusts, was compelled to allow him to 
pass his sword entirely through my stomach, the point 
coming out at my backbone. As I stood thus transfix- 
ed, it occurred to my mind to do an act which I have 
never heard oi being ecLualled, before or since. I, with 
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my left hand, with remarkable presence of mind, cool- 
ness, and firmness, seized my adversary's blade, holding 
it so firmly, that he could neither turn it in me or pull 
it out, and in that position, plunged my sword entirely 
through my adversary's left breast up to the hilt, just 
one inch and a half above his heart ; and what is re- 
markable, is, that we both recovered — (and, thereupon, 
you removed a portion of your clothing and pointed to 
the spot). Nothing was said in this conversation, that I 
recollect, about a board of honor, or any note from Ma- 
jor Woodson. (Later in the evening we had another 
conversation, which I do not give, as your letter refers 
^^7 to the one at 3 : 30 p. m.) 

" Why you should have to consult Messrs. Shelton 
^^ Courtney, or the correspondence, to refresh your 
^^"^d, I am imable to conceive, for neither of the gen- 
tlemen were present at the 3:30 conversation, and none 
of the correspondence refers to it. 

" I only give my best recollection, and while on many 
points it may be incorrect, permit me to state that yours 
^^y not be any more reliable than mine. Of course, 
]^o gentleman would intentionally state an untruth, but 
it is rare for men's memories to concur exactly. Take, 
for instance, your statement to me in your note, that 
you had pulled the nose and slapped the face of Major 
pe Soto. Now, I am assured that Major De Soto, who 
^ a high-toned, truthful man, has no recollection of such 
^ occurrence. 

"You surprise me by alluding, in your letter, to the 
possibility of your being an * egregious ass,' and a 'wait- 
ing fool.' I am sure that no expression, in either of my 
notes, could be construed as making such a charge, and 
if you so construe my writing, I beg to assvxi^ ^oxsl Wl^ 
no such intention. 
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" Tou assure me of the pleasure jou experienced in 
my going on the boat. Allow me, sir, in return, to as- 
sure you that never have I experienced more pleasure 
and enjoyment than on that trip, for which I am main- 
ly indebted to yourseK, and I assure you that I am not 
alone when I state that your urbanity and courtesy were 
unsurpassed. In fact, on this point, I think the mem- 
ory of aU parties concurs. 

" And now. Colonel, I assume the honor of signing 
my name, with profovmd respect, 

" Tour most obedient servant, 

" Geo. W. Hurd." 

On the 30th, at 12 m., I was deeply gratified by re- 
ceiving, through the mail, the following admirable and 
characteristic letter from Colonel Lofty : 

*' Opelika, Ai.a., August 30, 1873. 
" Adams House, Room 6, 10 a. m. 

" Colonel Geo. W. Hurd, present en viUe, 

" My Dear Sir : — ^Your most extraordinary letter o£ 
this A. M., in reply to mine of 23d instant, is to hand. 
Its contents are so strange and voluminous that I can- 
not say they are as yet carefully noted. I will reply in 
due time. 

" I am, Colonel, most truly, 

" Your friend and obedient servant, 

" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 
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CHAPTEB XXXVI. 

OOBBESPONDENCE BETWEEN COLONEL LOFTY AND MR. HARDY. 

At 1 :05 p. m., of 30th of August, I entered the train for 
Golxuubus, and arrived in that city at 3 : 35 p. m. of the 
same day, and found there Major Woodson and Mr. 
Hardy, the latter quite unwell, but of opinion that he 
would recover by the morrow. 

On the 1st day of September, 1873, Colonel Lofty, ac- 
companied by Major Shelton, Captain Carter, and 
Captain Wilson, arrived in the city. Colonel Lofty oc- 
cupying room 10 at the Rankin House, and the other 
gentlemen of his party occupying rooms 12 and 14 
adjoining. 

At 3 : 45 P. M. Mr. Hardy handed to Colonel Lofty the 
following note from himseK : 

" Columbus, Ga., August 30, 1873, 3 p. m. 

" CoiiONEL H. D. Lofty. 

" Deab Sir : — ^Tour note of the 29th instant is before 
me, in which you say, * I cannot consent to bear this 
letter to Captain Porter, as I do not conceive that it in 
any way touches the ground of his complaint,' and in 
which you are pleased to refer me to the verbiage of 
the note of Captain Porter. 

" I have, at your suggestion, examined ^\ve Tio\»^ A 

8* 
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Captain Porter (which I had not seen until this moment), 
to ascertain whether or not Major Woodson's note of 
the 28th August did touch the groimd of his complaint, 
and on that examination I have concluded that it does 
touch the ground of complaint, mentioned in Captain 
Porter's note. 

" I am, Colonel, very respectfully, 

" Tour obedient servant, 

"J. T. Habdy." 

What occurred at this interview, except the bare de- 
livery of the note, I regret not being able to state, for 
Mr. Hardy, continuing quite unweU, failed to give me 
the particulars. 

At 5 p. M. Colonel Lofty sent, by his friend Captain 
Carter, the following note to Mr. Hardy : 



" Columbus, Ga., Rankin House, Room 10, 

" September 1st, 1873, 4: 45 P. M. 



} 

" J. T. Hardy, Esq., present en viVe. 

" My Dear Sir : — Tour favor of August 30, delivered 
to me by yourself, about 3: 30 p. m., is before me. Tou 
quote my language, and say that I said, * I cannot con- 
sent to bear this letter to Captain Porter, as I do not 
conceive that it in any way touches the ground of his 
complaint.' In reply, you say, ' I have, at your sugges- 
tion, examined the note of Captain Porter, to ascertain 
whether or not Major Woodson's note, of 28th August, 
did touch the ground of his complaint ; and, on that ex- 
amination, I have concluded that it does touch the 
ground of complaint mentioned in Captain Porter's 
note.' My dear sir, the issue you make with me is a 
yeiy peculiar and personal oi[ie>. I have taken the 
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trouble to send for Captain Porter, 'rho Las come to 
me, and foIlT sustains me in what I Lave done. I 
now have the honor to notify Major WiX*iiscin that his 
letter is nnsatisfactoiT to Captain Poiter. A^ to the 
difference of opinion between tou and mvsell I have 
the pleasure to say, that Captain Porter and myself will 
leave this, at 8 a. IL of to-morrow, for the ground to 
which Major TVoodson once incited us, and Ixith Cap- 
tain Porter and Major Woodson, as well as you and my- 
self, can continue our correspondence. For the original 
matter, I will say, once more, that Major Woodson's 
reply is unsatisfactory to Captain Porter, as well as to 
myself ; and hence, should I not hear further, my action 
upon the 3d instant will be the same as if no reply had 
been made. My friend. Captain J. C. Carter, whom 
I b^ to introduce to you, will hand you this, and will 
bear me any reply you may choose to make. 
" I am, sir, 

" Tour obedient servant, 

" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 

Again, I am only able to express regret at my in- 
ability to state what took place at the moment of 
deUvery of this important note, ha^dng only heard 
some of the concluding remarks on the subject, as 
follows : 

Hardy. It will be inconvenient, Captain Carter, for 
me to answer this note before twelve to-morrow. 

Carter. The hour you name will exactly suit Colonel 
Lofiy's convenience ; he is residing at the Rankin 
House, room number ten. I reside in number twelve, 
where you or your friend can find me. Wo would bo 
greatly obliged, Colonel Hardy, if your reply \% mwdcs w.\» 
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as early an hour as convenient, for our expenses are 
very heavy. 

Hardy. My reply will be made at as early an hour as 
possible. 

And they bowed, and parted. 
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CHAPTEK XXXVn. 

OOIiONEL HUED REFUSES TO RECEIVE A NOTE FROM 

COLONEL LOFTY. 

At the hour of 6: 30 p. m., on the 1st day of September, 
1873, I was sitting in General Bock's office, quietly 
smoking a cigar, and conversing with my friend. Doctor 
Jones. Mr. Hardy was lying on a couch, suflfering 
from a severe headache. 

Our conversation was interrupted by the entrance of 
Captain Carter, Major Shelton, and Captain Wilson. * 

Major Shelton greeted me cordially, and introduced 
me to Captain Carter and Captain Wilson. Captain 
Carter then requested a private interview, and he and 
myself retired into another room, where he presented 
to me the following note : 



" Columbus, Ga., Rankin House, Room 10. 

*' September 1st, 1873, 6: 10 p.m. 



( 

" Colonel George W. Hurd, present en viUe. 

" My Dear Sir : — ^Your polite and courteous letter, of 
29th instant, reached me on the morning of the 30th. 
I have not, as yet, quite mastered its contents, as busi- 
ness of overwhelming importance has not allowed me to 
devote more than one half of my time to it. When I 
am at leisure I will honor myself by replying. I will 
only say now, that I think you omitted oiie\ia^\T£iaSL^ 
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you. To tliia note I wish no answer. It will be Iiand 
to you by Captain Carter, Major Slielton, and Capti 
Wilson, who are autliorizud to act tor me. 

"I remain, my diiar Colonel, with profound respad 
" Your obedient aervant, 

'■HERctiLEfl D. Lofty, M. D." 

It pained me exceedingly to be obliged to refuse 
receive this elegant note, but honor compelled me to i 
so, and I stated my reasons to Captain Carter, 
imtiiig, as follows : 

"Cohmatui, Gi., Gbkebaj, Bock's Ofticb. i 

'■ Bejilember 1st, 1878, T : 11 P, M. [ 

"Captais J. C. Carteb. 

" Dear Sir : — I respectfully decline to receive tl 
note you bear from Colonel Lofty, because, first, I a 
informed by it that no reply is desired ; second, Colon 
LofU^ has seen fit. to o[>fn and eoiidm-t his coiTeapom 
ence with me od this subject by mail, and I prefer n. 
carrying on, simultaneously, a double oorresponden 
on the same subject, through two distiact chaime 
Besides the above, other important reascms exist, whi- 
prevent my reception of this note, 

" I am, sir, very respectfully, 

" G. W. HURD." 

This note was delivered by me to Captain Carter 
person, in the presence of the gentlemeD who aceo 
panied him, and of those who were with me on 3 
arrival. 

Now, although Colonel Lofty was not present at fe 
time of the presentation of his note to me by Captt 
Carter, yet he has kindly reduced to writing his rec ■ 
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lection of that occurrence, in a letter to me of Sep- 
tember 17th, 1873, copied in chapter XLI. And the 
question which has agitated my mind, ever since I com- 
menced this chapter, is, whether it would be courteous 
in me to give my recollection of that occurrence, it 
being different from that of Colonel Lofty 

After cabn deliberation, when I reflect on how much 
my readers and myself owe to Colonel Lofty, I feel 
that it is but due to him that his recollection of this 
occurrence should stand as he has written it, and 
that the harmony of this work may not be marred by 
contradictions. 
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CHAPTEE XXXVUL 

MB. HABDT, FROM HIS SIOK-BED, OOlSTINnES TO 00EB9 

SPOND WITH COLONEL LOfTT. 

On the morning of the 2d of September the dtj inB 
rife with reports of Mr. Hardy's alarming iUness. TbB 
best physicians hurried to his bedside. Major Woodr 
son and myself, of course, procured a carriage, rode out 
to see, and found him delirious with a raging fever. Bis 
physicians reported that he might be better or worse ift' 
a few days. 

Ah ! but for the present, what could be done ? Colonel 
Lefty's note must be answered by 12 m. of this day. 
It was now 9 A. m. Patiently we waited by his bed- 
side, hoping for a lucid interval; notwithstanding the 
surgeon's opinion, we hoped for it, and, finally, it came 
at 11 : 30 A. M. He was barely able to address two brief 
notes ; and then he rolled again upon his bed of 
pain. 

Our horses were harnessed, and, at 11 :45, we were in 
the city ; a friend was selected to informally deliver the 
notes; and they reached Captain Carter's hands a1 
11 :55 A. M., in ample time. They read as follows : 

" At Home, September 2, 1878. 

" Captain J. C. Carter. 

" Dear Sir : — I am to-day confined to my bed by j 
violent attack of sickness, which compels me to transmi 
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At 3:40 p. K. Captain Carter oalltvi on Mv. U:u>Vn. 

and foTmd him still prostrato, and handod lum ** <^o^^ 
from Colonel Lofty. Mr. Hanly Winj; uunM.^ U^ wmm.x 
himself in his bed," was also unablo 1o l>o\\ upon \\^^^ 
reception of this note, but this impi>r«nn« \m\ »»l <j»»' 
ceremony of delivery was ooiirtonuFilN wniN'-l h\ 
Captam Carter, as was also iliat nf r.wnlliu. Il«" im.I.. 
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and fhe driiikmg, on aoooont of the iDness of 
Hardy ; fhe ceremony of deKyety , being greatiiy ididtS: 
ened thereby, occupied less than tliree minates.* Wli^^ 
it ended, Captain Carter entered his bnggy, Mfhiohflhx*^ 
ready at Mr. Hardy's gate, and drove rapidly bade t^ 
ward the city. The note which Captain Carter tfaKS 
left on the bed of Mr. Hardy was in the faUowiEiftj 
words : 

" Ck>LUMBUB, Ga., Rankin Houbb, Boom No. 10. 

" September 2, 1878, StdOP.v:. 

" Colonel J. T. Habdt. 

^<Mt Deab Sib: — ^Yonr reply of this instant, do- j 
livered, 'informally,' to Captain J. C. Carter, by Dociof 
D. W. Jones, lies before me. 

" You say, * I cannot, however, conceive that fte 
issne is eitiier peculiar or personal — ^it certainly was- 
not designed to be so.' 

"My dear sir, this would certainly be as fall an 
apology as I could ask of you if you had not, I have 
no doubt unthoughtedly, added a reiteration of the 
point of difference. Tou do me the unkindness to say^ 
* I thought, and still think, that Major Woodson's note, 
of the 28th ultimo, did touch the ground of Captain 
Porter's complaint, in his letter of 23d July. Captain 
Porter, it appears, sustains your views. My own are 
unchanged. Now, in this state of affairs, when gentle- 
men thus honestly differ, I suggest, for your considera- 
tion, that the point between us be decided by gentle- 
men chosen, to whom the same may be referred.' 

"My dear sir, let me understand you distinctly. I. 
understand that you wish to refer the point between 
you and myseK to a board of gentlemen. If so, I con- 
sent. But if you mean with regard to Captain Porter 
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M»d Major Woodson, I have to inform yon, that throo 
tnnes I have submitted to boards of honor. Onoo, tho • 
gcsntlemeii proposing, concluded that thoy conld not iwt 
(fliat was the second one, and at Eiifaula). Tlio lirst and 
the last were here ; and, I regret to Hay, that ALajor 
Woodson quibbled in each case, and tho boards thoro- 
ferefiuled. 

"Ir^ret to be so plain, but you leave mo no ali<M'na- 
tive. I make this assertion with all its roH])onHibilitif^H, 
I therefore respectfully decline to have any furtlior do- 
lay in Captain Porter's matters. 

''I am going to the point I indicated at 4 r. M. of this 
^y. If I go, and return without a satisfactory answor, 
I shall certainly act as I have four times bofon^ notified 
your party. 

"With regard to our personal diflforen(u\ if that is 
what you wish to refer, I can only say, I will n^fer it or 
^0% as you please. If that be the point, I name Doctor 
CoTuiaiey and Major Shelton as my party. rioaH(^ notify 
me of yours, and the time of meeting, which I leave to 
you, provided it be after my return from tho trip U]>on 
"Which I am starting. Or it may, if you like, take jJaco 
xipon the boat as we journey. 

" I am, my dear sir, 
" Most truly your obedient servant to command, 

" Hebcules D. Lofty, M. D." 
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OHAPTEB XXXIX. 

A MA8TEBLY MAKOEUTBE. 

At 6 P. M., on the 2d of September, Major Woodson 
and myself were sitting with Doctor Wyatt, in front of 
his office, enjoying some very fine Havana eigaOk 
when a mounted messenger dashed up to ns, and hand- 
ed Major Woodson a note from Mr. Hardy, indoosg 
the letter from Colonel Iiofty to himseli^ of 2 : 80 P.Xif 
copied in last chapter. 

By immediate inquiry at the depot and hotel, we as- 
certained that Colonel Lofty and his party had takea 
the 4 p. M. train, to connect with the boat at Euf aula. 

This sudden and unexpected movement, of course, 
produced considerable excitement, not only among the 
friends of Major Woodson, but throughout the city ; for 
the secrecy and solemnity, necessarily observed, had 
awakened curiosity and inquiry ; and, it being impossi- 
ble for a gentleman to " teU an untruth, or to prevari- 
cate in the slightest degree," everything seemed to be 
known, except some minor details. 

Many and varied were the expressions of opinion 
upon the subject of this last movement of Colonel 
Lofty. 

Some considered Major Woodson's honor as lost, and 
blamed Colonel Lofty for robbing him of it, without 
allowing him a possible chance to defend it. Others 
went so far as to say, that Colonel Lofty was afraid a 
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ght would ensue, if Major Woodson had been allowed 
a opportunity of accompanying this party to Neil's 
ianding, and that he had executed this stratagem to 
void one. 

All did the chivalrous and considerate gentleman 
Qost grievous injustice, and attributed to him motives 
vhich never for a moment could have been harbored in 
ihat gallant breast. 

But who could expect the opponents of dueling, and 
JiosG but slightly acquainted with it, to appreciate or 
anderstand that dehcate sense of honor which actuates 
i man who makes it his life-long study, and sleeps with 
i copy of the code under his head ? 

To my mind (owing to my intimate association with 
him), the motive of Colonel Lofty was commendable. 
His action filled me with admiration. I now understood 
bis often repeated remarks to myseH, that he desired to 
Jave not only the life but the honor of Major Woodson, 
it the time they were made, they seemed to me mys- 
terious, but now all was clear. By this admirable ma- 
iceuvre, Colonel Lofty protected Major Woodson's 
hianor, and prevented any peril to his life. It being im- 
possible for Major Woodson to go to Neil's Landing, on 
account, 1st, of the illness of his second, who could not, 
ander any circumstances, be left ; 2d, because no spot 
bad been agreed on ; 3d, because of the physical im- 
possibility of reaching there ; his honor, of course, re- 
mained untarnished ; and no blame, under the code, 
could attach to a gentleman for not doing that which 
was impossible, and which honor and seK-respect pro- 
hibited him from doing. 

At the same time this eminent tactician had been 
squally careful to preserve, not only the Hf e and koTLCst 
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of hiB principal, but that of hifi entire fomilj, for he 
too^ with him four distinguished gentlemen, beeides 
himself, to give a certificate to that eifecL 

And a publication of ahnost all the correspondance 
in the " Atlanta Herald," cleared the last vestige of a 
stain from the honor of Captain Porter. 

Thus, by a single effort of that master mind, the liy< 
of all were saved, the honor of all preserved. 

The attempt which I made to impress this praotica!^ 
solution of the action of Colonel Loftj, upon thaiM 
friends of Major Woodson, was without avaiL Th e — ■ 
would not hear me, and hence I have written my vieir — ^i 
of the motives which actuated this great duelist, thsK^l 
future generations may do justice to his memoiy, bjm^^ 
imitate his example. 

Not having accompanied Colonel Lofiy in this secoi:ii.d 
trip to Neil's Landing, I am unable to state accurately 
what occurred there ; but, through the kindness of the 
Colonel in allowing the newspapers to print some of the j 
correspondence and circumstances in this remarkable 
case, I am enabled to give my readers the following 
copy of the certificate, which had the effect of clearing 
the honor of Captain Porter from all stain : 

" Neil's Landing, Fla., 6 p. m., Sept. 6, 1873. 

"Captain T. J. Porter. 

" Dear Sir :— We, Hercules D. Lofty, M. D., of Mo- 
bile, Ala., Atlanta, Ga., and Paducah, Ken. ; J. F. Court- 
ney, of Columbus, Ga. ; Major J. F. Shelton, of Atlan- 
ta, Ga. ; Captain J. C. Carter, of Charleston, S. C. ; 
Captain Henry A. Watson, of New Orleans, La., certify 
that we have accompanied you on this your last expe- 
dition to this point; the first three of us were with 
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«e bjr your published caid^"25th^r p"'*"^ 
^JB I have persistentiv sought redress v , **% 
eve^iustence. eTaded,Vhilepr^tendin« to «;'!"'' '" 

"I now demand from jou the sati^,, ,"'*'V"*^' 
twe«a gentlemen, and require an immS^ ^" ''"" '^^- 

" With profound respect, "^^^^^'^ answor. 

" I am your obedient sen-mit, 

^L'.^w^yi^s'z^:* '■""■' " -.. 
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" Neil's Landing, Fla., 6 p. m., 6tli Sept., 1873. 

" Major J. F. Woodson. 

" My Dear Sir : — ^Your favor of 28th August, handed 
to Colonel Hercules D. Lofty, in presence of Mr. Count 
Bismarck and Colonel Hurd, which my friend refused to 
bear, on the ground that it was insulting, is unsatisfac- 
tory. 

"You, sir, first insulted and then evaded me in every 
way. I, therefore, assume the right — which I have — to 
declare your card of the 2511i of June to be false and 
untrtie in every particular. I declare you to be a man 
who has slandered the dead, yet shrink from meeting 
one of his living relations. 

" I, therefore, respectfully proclaim you to the world 
as Nidering ! as lost to Los and honor ! and dismiss 
you to the contempt of the world. 

" With somewhat lessened respect, 

" I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

" T. J. Porter." 

" I certify that Captain Porter handed the above note 
to Colonel Hercules D. Lofty, in my presence. 

" J. F. Shelton." 

For these admirable letters to affect Major Wood- 
son, they must have been delivered to him ; but written, 
as they were, merely to clear the honor of Captain Por- 
ter, a delivery to Major Woodson was entirely unneces- 
sary ; but Colonel Lofty, whose grasping mind took in 
everything, provided against aU possible technical ob- 
jection, on account of the failure to deliver them to 
Major Woodson, by causing Captain Porter to deliver 
them formally to himseK, in the presence of a witness^ 
(Ob, that I could have been there to witness the impos— 
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ing ceremonj I ) And, in his magnificout generosity, 
acting for the moment, a«s it were, as Major Woodson's 
proxy, took upon himself, spiritually, all the censure 
whidi ooald, by possibility, attach to Major Woodson, 
reminding one forcibly of that ancient ceremony, 
whereby one spotless, perfect animal was elected to 
bear the sins of an entire nation. 

On reliable information, believed true, I state that 
the Sheriff of Jackson County kindly met Colonel Lofty 
and his party at Neil's Landing, and consented to re- 
ceire their hospitality during their entire stay. This 
considerate officer informed Colonel Lofty as to the 
best points for angling, and courteously remained with 
the party while they indulged in that fascinating sport. 
This weU-meant attention of the Sheriff made the spir- 
itual deKvery of the notes, by proxy, above-mentioned, 
a matter of great delicacy and eminent peril — ^but what 
is peril where honor is at stake ? 

The period of time necessary to wash clean the hon- 
or of Oaptain Porter having expired, Colonel Lofty 
returned to Atlanta, and aired it in the columns of the 
"Herald," by allowing almost all the correspondence to 
be printed in that paper. 

9 
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CHAPTER XL. 



COJCKESIS OF THH FEHSL 



Ths vioirespoTnieTn^e betwe«3i Colom^ Jjo&jy. Major 
WoocEaon. Mr. HLJ^rdy- ami myself, ami betwe^L C^piam 
Por^K^ ami Xap>r WtjoJsoiu being aH publiaiied, eTen 
fear of CoLomd JjofbyeonliirestraizL die presB so longer; 
ami I mseit a &w eoTnmenlR itlipped fironL tiie joamjJs 
of tie dav. 

The ^stupeudona a^ivum^ of lie Amezfeaapressy idiidi, 
by meand of its ageniSv inlierrieweiSy ami coneqpond- 
entA, eioHeots and deliaeafies its facts eqaaDj firom 
the distant foray, ami the wild river bank, as from the 
crowded mam, cannot be too much admired, and ihe 
general accuracy of whose statements, in the present 
instance, I have no reason to question. 

" SUN." 

** The ' Herald ' nnderstands, that Colonel Hercnles 
D. Lofty, IL D., intends to visit Opelika on Monday 

ne:xt. Gentlemen here apprehend more duelistic trou- 
bles. The several statements this man has repeated 
concerning otir city editor were originated, and exist 
only, in Mr. Lofty's heated imagination." 

''THE UNION AND RECORDER." 

" After waiting until out of all patience, the party in 
^orida, it is said, picked uip ^ stable door, and, aiter 
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TnarlriTip the Size of their ant^oiust on dit: •l'-«~<r. s«--: is 
&g&iiist a tree, and measnzizi^ otF the iJl^tAnci- «;Lii>.-:i"Li*ril 
by the code, drove a ball throiLzh xLr: oi-iirr^- • -t i:. If 
this is true, the party in ALibama «.»r;i:Lt. in bn«"kr. to 
acknowledge, if he had been there, in plat>- -jt* tiie d«^i^r. 
he would have been shot ; but instead ijf that, he \x.'T' 
tinacionsly denies throng the newspap^-r*. that h^- h:w 
been killed either in pers< jn or vieari* »ii>Iy. But this 
controTersy has revealed a perfect pnxliirjr in the per- 
Bon of Coloner or Doctor L^ftv. If wr- knr-^- which 
™6 he preferred, we would give it to him. f« -r wt- don't 
^Wi to offend a man who has fijught £« irty-tw..^ duels, 
and has been throst through the heart, liver, liirhts!, and 
nudriflf, as often as Jack Falstaff was tlir«>uj^4i the hose 
and doublet It is said, he thinks no un^re of killing 
five or six men before breakfast than he d«x\s of drink- 

• 

Jng a mint julep. That is awful I As he is the onl v 
specimen of a live Anthropophagi ever seen in this 
conntry, it would pav well if he could be carried about 
and exhibited. His cage should be veri' sti-ong, or 
P^le will be afraid to come near enough to look at 
him." 

" WEEKLY NEWS." 
" * NiDERIXG,' * Los,' AKD * SPIRITrAL XoSE-rULLING.' — 

^ State exchanges are feasting over these expres- 
sionsj which emanated from the recent muss between 
* orter, Woodson, Lofty, De Soto, et a/., wlierem Porter, 
^ his final denunciation of TVoodson, makes use of tho 
'allowing : * I, therefore, proclaim you to tho wi>rld as 
^idenngf as lost to Los and honor!' The question 
^0^ perplexing and being agitated by the Press is, wlunn^ 
^e devil did the war-hoi*ses get the words * /-.o-*** ' and 
^idering.' 
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" The ' spiritual nose-pulling ' is Colonel Lofty's in- 
vention. He stated that he did not, in reality, pull the 
nose of the city editor of the * Sun,' but he did do it 
' spiritually; 

" The ' Enquirer ' has gone to immense expense to 
search out the mysterious *Los.' The editor of that 
paper has succeeded in furnishing us a little light on the 
subject : 

" * Los is a word that we cannot fathom, and there- 
fore it must mean somethiag terrible. When Daniel 
O'Connell had his fuss with a fish woman, and demol- 
ished her by saying " She was a hypothenuse, and a 
parallelogram in petticoats," he could have settled her 
hash in an instant, by telhng her she was " lost to Los." 
Our philological editor has scratched himself bald try- 
ing to find this word. We saw him last night diving 
into dictionaries and encyclopaedias that rose about him 
as he read like a block house. He thinks the word i» 
Modoc, and means the same as " Keno ; " but this i» 
not satisfactory, for it explains one hard word by an- 
other. Who knows the meaning of "Keno" in this 
land ? A dispatch received per cable, an hour ago, fronx 
the celebrated philologist. Max Miiller, reads as fol- 
lows: 

" * " LiMBURG, State of Nassau, Germany: 

" ' " September 17th, Midnight. 

" * " Los is a Gaelic word, or rather Erse. It is now 
nearly obsolete, and means a man without any tail to 
his coat. It was once used in Ireland, when fighting 
was more in vogue, it being the custom of those impet- 
uous people who were always anxious to fight anybody, 
to wear long coat-tails, which dragged behind them for 
several jards on the ground, and the person stepping 
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on the coair-tail, challenged as it were, the coat-tailee, 
and the coat-tailee at once turned, and belted the coat- 
taild!r over the head, with a complicated weapon known 
as a ahillalah. Some of the people, under the influ- 
ence of Christianity, and a dread of sore heads, abbre- 
viated their coat-tails, so as to avoid being insulted ; 
and thereat, the long-coat-tailmen became indignant, 
and called them *Los.' But why they called them 
^Los,' I am at this moment at a ^ Los ' to state. The 
'Los* people are now legally in the majority, and men 
wear coat-tails for convenience, and not as the means of 
Hddng up a rumpus. 

" ' " Max Mulleb. 
"*«CoUect $196.14." 

" The * Enquirer ' also has the following : 

" ' Last night a man rushed into our office, with anger 
HI his eye, a club in his hand, and a short clay pipe in 
Ks mouth. He wore a long-taUed coat, and he an- 
iiounced his presence by a whoop that would make San- 
tanta die with envy ; and as he whirled his stick above 
Ws head, he screamed, " Do Oi luck loike a Los ? " 
He struck an offensive attitude, that influenced our 
ready answer of "No, my friend, your coat-tail is 
too long." " Too the divil wid ye an' me coat-tail. The 
word ain't Oirish, an' if ye don't take it back, by this 
and by that, I'U wallop ye tiU yer tailor wouldn't know 
yel" 

" * This incarnate and blood-thirsty fiend held out a 
piece of yellow paper, and ordered us to " print it at 
once, or prepare for a wake." " Soothe thy irate feelings. 
Mend, thy injunctions shall be complied with," we said, 
in a soothing way. He left ; and inf OTnveA. \3l^ ^^\» V% 
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would be round in the mornings and he ^ wanted it word 
fur wiud, and iether for lether.*' 
"^Hereitis: 



'"'' aLptimbear 18th. 1078. 



" « "Editheb InEwibeb : 

^^^sub: — ^In yer dnrfy dieety this moniing, ye aoonnr^ g 
the Qiiish nnjusty, an ye say what am*t so be no inmi ^ 
ner of manes, an if ye dont pabUah this an say 
I wouldn't give tnppince for yer hide for practiole 
po8e& — ^Whose Max Mtde — r ? Td like to know I He*« 
dntchman that niever sot fat on the onld sod, mm 
if he dared to do it the insulted gintlenien of that na- 
tion would fill him as fall uf holes as a sly. He's a 
desaver, fur he knows in his heart, if he has any, and 
it's my opinion he hasn't fur he has all stummacl^ loike 
a beUus, that ' Los ' ain't Oirish, but a dutch worrud, an 
manes ' spiled cheese.' Whin i was at Hidilburg lam- 
in langige, for which I have a natural tashte, I got this 
kink. Cheese in Garminny, ye know, has to be purty 
bad before they called it * spiled,' an have no use for it, 
and so the stheudints bear wid a man a long time 
before they caU him * Los,' or * spiled cheese,' and they 
only do it whin a feUow won't take a dhrop of the cray- 
ther, and throw the rest in a man's face to git up a 
foight. I did this to Max Mule— r, mesilf , and begorra 
he wiped his face and wint out widthout saying a wurd, 
and thin the byes called him * Los,' and now he takes 
revinge by atthribitin the wurd to my nation. 

" ' " Eetract or die I 

« * " Larry Fiagherty." ' " 
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"ALBANY NEWS." 

"'NiDERiNG.' — ^It is now a matter of the utmost im- 
portance to that large and respectable class of peace- 
makers, who are engaged in the sensation business, and 
are responsible for the integrity of the code, and the 
quelling of perturbed spirits, to know all about this 
exhumed epithet. 

"We have, at great labor and midnight toiling, 
fi^arclied the best authorities, and find that an old man 
"7 the name of Noah Webster, who was bom in a little 
^^^'^ called Hartford, in the State of Connecticut, about 
*hiee miles from the centre of that village, in a small 
house that was covered with boards, and had a stick- 
*^d-dirt chimney, just before day, on the momiivg of 
^e 16th of October, 1758 — thoroughly comprehended 
**s beauty and its uses, and fully accounted for its ety- 
mology. 

"Here is what that good old man teUs us about it : 

"'NiDERiNG, a. (See Niding). Infamous; dastardly. 
On pain of being held faithless, manswom, and nider- 
ing." W. Scott. 

"'Niding, n. (Written also Mfhing,) LA.-S. Mdhing, 
from Nidth, wickedness, malice, hatred; Dan. & Sw. 
hiding ; IceL Nidingr,'] A despicable coward; a das- 
tard. (06s.) 

" * NrrmNG, n. (See Niding.) A coward ; a dastard ; a 
poltroon. {Obs.y 

"There now, we have given all Uncle Noah knew 
about * Nidering,' and don't want to be asked any more 
questions about it. John Lyde Wilson overlooked it 
"^hen compiling the code." 



1 
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CHAPTEE XLL 

COLONEL LOFTY YISTTS OPFJiTKA. 

On the 16th of September, Colonel Lofty arrived in 
OpeUka ; his intention to do so having been first pub- 
lished in the " Herald." His unconquerable courage in- 
duced him to come unarmed, and ahnost unattended ; 
and so reckless was he of life, that he actually walked 
the streets of OpeUka with only one attendant, and at 
one time, requested even that gentleman to walk not 
with him, but twenty-one and one-half paces behind 
him. 

On the morning of the 18th of September, among the 
letters brought me from the mail, was the foRowing 
from Colonel Lofty : 

'* Opelika, Ala., September 17, 1873, 10 :30 A. M. 

" Colonel G. W. Hubd, present en ville : 

" My Deae Sir : — Upon the 30th of August you sent 
me a letter, through the mail, which bore date inside, 
29th of August. 

" This letter, you claimed, was in reply to mine to 
you of 23d of August, to which you had neglected to 
reply. Failing to get an answer, I left Atlanta, came 
to OpeUka, and addressed you a note, through Mr. 
Charley Chip, to whom you gave a verbal reply, plead- 
iDg, in your usual evasive manner, that you would re- 
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ply, but hadn't time then. I then sent you a second 
note, to which you attempted an evasive answer, which 
Mr. Chip refused to receive, saying to you, that he de- 
manded a written reply to a written note. 

"Tou then promised him that you would reply by 
10 A. M. of the 30th, stating, that you preferred replying 
to my letter of 23d before my later ones ; and, as that 
had been sent through the mail, you asked leave of Mr. 
Chip to send the reply the same way, assuring him, 
that, when sent, you were of opinion that I would not 
ask a reply to the two last. 

'" Mr. Chip referred the matter to me, and I consent- 
ed to wait. 

"At 10:30 A. M. of the next day, Mr. Chip brought 
me your reply. 

" I am sorry, George W. Hurd, you should ever have 
written it — ^because I am sorry to cease to think you a 
gentleman. I had beUeved you one, and had treated 
you with courtesy accordingly. 

" But, Colonel George W. Hurd, from the time you 
wrote that letter you were no longer a gentleman — ^be- 
cause, sir, you had wilfully, deUberately, and with pre- 
meditation, UED — ^Ked, sir ; not once, but many times ; 
for, Mr. Hurd, your heart teUs you that no such conver- 
sation as you report, ever passed, between us ; therefore 
you had no such memory. Oh, sir ! sir ! how could you 
degrade yourself so shamefully ? 

" When I had read your letter, I at once sent you a 
reply by Captain Carter, stating what you know well to 
be true — ^that business of greater importance prevented 
my replying then, and that I would reply at my conven- 
ience. Tou know what that business was, for you 
tad brought me Mr. Hardy, the day before, and wit- 

9* 
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uesaod our intetview. Ton were aware, I am sure, too, 
of tJie telegram he seat, after his return home, request- 
ing me to come to Colnmbus, Hence, you fully under- 
stand what was meant by bnsiness of a more impera- 
tive natui'e, 

"This note, sir, was sent to you by the hands of 
Captain Carter at once, and he found that you had left 
the city immediately upon mailing your insult to me. 
Captain Carter went to your office to deliver my note, 
found that you had left, and endorsed the fact upon 
the back of the note, and stated to me, that he would 
hunt you until he found you. There were aceretlited 
to you, besides Captain John C. Carter, also Major 
Shelton, and Captain Wilson. These gentlemen found, 
you at Columbus, when they went to deliver my reply 
to Mr. J. T. Hardy, in General Rook's office. 

" Captain Cai-ter, as the immediate custodian of th^ 
note, asked to see you alone, as there were othei^ 

present. Xou took him to a private room ; as he en .- 

tered, you drew and cocked a pistol, which yon hel^ 
behind you, and retreated backward behind a larj^- 
table. Captain C. is a smaU man, unarmed. Yc^— 
refused the note with the pistol in your hand ; buia 
Carter told you that yon must receive it, and you toc^^ 
it. It required no answer, yet you wrote one, statiiL.^g 
that as tie correspondence had been commenced t>; 
mail, you proposed to continue it that way. Upt^J 
entering that room, you shut the door in the face o 
Captain "Wilson and Major Shelton, and stood alo^n* 
willi Captain Carter, and drew your pistol. Oh, si^r 
are you not ashamed, as you remember this scene ? 

" Well, sir, tts soon as the Porter-Woodson m^*-* 
ter was finished, I, as I had promised, left Atlanta f *^ 
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this point, oicm and unarmed. It was my intention, if 
I met you on the street, to say to you, personally and 
privatelyy that you had lied, and dismiss the matter. I 
run aroimd here all day yesterday for that purpose, 
and no other. I saw you but once — ^that was, as I re- 
turned from the * telegraph office.' Tou were standing 
on the porch of your office. An elderly gentleman was 
sitting on your porch, reading. Mr. Fred. Smith was 
"with me. I said to Mr. Smith, at once, to leave me, 
^d not approach nearer to me than twenty-one and 
one-half paces. He did so, and I walked alone to the 
front of your office. 

** As you saw me coming, and while I was yet thirty 
pr forty yards away, you turned suddenly and went 
^to your office ; the old gentleman, too, looked at me, 
'^e, and left the porch. (I have been told, that so 
^'^n as you got inside, you seized a double-barreled 
^'^^ot gun, and watched for my coming through the 
door.) 

. **0f course, I never contemplated going into your 
office.' I paused for a second, in front, then walked 
^owly on to the * post-office ; ' waited there some three 
^^^utes, then sauntered slowly over to the hotel. 

** Since that time I have been three times past your 
office,' but, save that time, have never seen you. 
*' Every one in this city has been a witness to the 
^cuiner in which a party of your friends attempted to 
■^^y and intimidate me yesterday, by parading the 
^tf eets heavily armed, and posting themselves near the 
^Oor of the hotel, where I was stopping. I have been 
^^Id that you were with that party. K so, you remain- 
^^ inside some of the doors, for I did not see you, 
*-h.otigh I saw the others, as I passed through. 
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" Now, Colonel Hurd, failing to see you, I mail you 
this reply to your extraordinary letter, and close all 
correspondence with you forever. There is only one 
way I shall ever notice you again — ^that is, if you shoidd 
send a friend to me with a polite note, requesting me to 
meet you on mutual groimd, your friend shall be receiv- 
ed, and I promise to grant your wish, and restore you 
to the gentility you have forfeited. 

" I remain here until 12 to-night, when I go to Co- 
lumbus. I shall stay there twenty-four hours, and then 
return to Atlanta. 

" I am, sir, entirely at your service, 

" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 

It was with great pain that I perceived, on reading 
this letter, that owing to one or two hasty, and doubt- 
less unintentional, expressions, I must, under the code, 
return it to the distinguished writer. In taking this 
course, however, I could but admire those noble traits 
of character exhibited by the Colonel in this feeling 
letter. It is true that his great mind being swayed to 
earth, as it were, by a whirlwind of passion (caused by 
some maKcious knave who, possessed of the garb and 
address of a gentleman, had insinuated himseK into the 
Coloners confidence, and persuaded him that my 
respectful letter, of the 29th, was designed to offend 
him), had induced him to use expressions in his last 
letter more usual among shoulder-hitters than among 
gentlemen. 

Yet the general tone of his letter showed that he 
wrote more in grief than in anger. And the chivalrous 
magnanimity of the man could not, even in the moment 
ot extreme emotion, be wrested fi*om his heart. For 
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^hich Colonel Djfrr Lsi. I ioTicT ro:. i::sdvt^rtor,rfv 
«Wed, withoDt a rtp-emsal of ii ; And ;ho vvpv whioh 
I have placed in this chapter was clipjH\i fi\MU \nu^ \\f 
^OBe papers. 

On seeing this letter published, it, of v»o\u*st\ Kvjmuo 
necessary for me to explain to the puMio v^^hioh alwi^.Ni 
takes a deep interest in the honor of j^ontltMnoiO a Uwi 
vhich Colonel Lofty hail omitted to hU\U\ niul (ho lul 
lowing card was published in tho " (\ihHli(ulioh " nud 
"Herald:" 
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" September 38d, 1873. 

"Editors 'Constitution' and * Herald.' 

" Gentlemen : — ^Pardon my troubling you in reference 
to the correspondence between Colonel Lofty and my- 
self. That gentleman has done me an injustice (uniu- 
tentionally, I have no doubt), by publishing his last 
letter to me, and omitting to state the fact, that it was, 
immediately upon my receipt of it, returned to him 
through the mail. It was with great regret that I pur- 
sued this course, and no personal disrespect was in- 
tended to the Colonel, but, owing to the fact that his 
letter contained expressions (induced, doubtless, by the 
necessary hurry of his reply) which, by the rules of the 
code, had to be considered discourteous and inadmis- 
sible, I was compelled to return it, and deprive myself 
of the pleasure of answering. I am pleased to be ablo 
to cKp a copy, which I place in my manuscript work:, 
entitled *Down the Eiver,' etc. 

" I remain, very respectfuUy, 

" a. w. hukd,** 
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CHAPTEE XLTL 

GOLOiaEL liOFIT TISTTS C50LU1IBUS. — OOIDIESTS OP THE 
FBES8. — ^BEPOBT OF THE KIGHT POLICE, 

At the hour of 12 : 20 p. m., on the 18th day of Sep- 
tembery Colonel Lofty stepped on the train at Opelika, 
and arriYed in the city of Colmnbns at 3 : 30 p. m., his 
moyements being announced through the columns 
of liie '' Herald," and other journals, as follows : 

" HERALD," SEPT. ISth. 

"By a special telegram, we learn that Colonel Her- 
cnles D. Lofty, M. D., wiU leave OpeKka for Columbus, 
on the 12 : 20 p. m. traui. It is hoped no blood will be 
died in his affair with Captain De Soto. 

"We leani from a friend of Colonel Lofty, that he 
states that he pulled, not the flesh and blood nose of 
Captain D6 Soto, but his spiritual nose, and if Mr. De 
Soto will admit this. Colonel Lofty wiU be satisfied." 

''SUN," SEPT. 19th. 

"H. D. Lofty came to the city on the 3 : 30 p. M. 
tram, according to his programme, published in the * Her- 
ald.* The object of his visit we know not, and care as 
little. We have simply denounced as gross falsehood, 
md still do so, every statement he made Te^axdcm:^ "v^s^^ 
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whicli falselioods he traveled out of his duelistic cor- 
respondence to wantonly introduce. 

"We desire also to state, that the rumor that he 
pulled our nose in any seTise, is as false as any statement 
he has made. 

" De Soto, City Editor.' " 

"lofty — ^DE SOTO. 

" ' HERALD ' SPECIAL REPORT FROM COLUMBUS, Sept. lOth, 

1873. 

" All quiet and serene. Colonel Lofty is occasionally 
seen on the streets. De Soto is attending to his usual 
duties. Numbers gathered at the * Sun ' office this 
morning, as it was thought that a difficulty might occur 
on account of De Soto's card. The crowd dispersed in 
a short time. Colonel Lofty leaves to-night or in the 
morning. ' X." 
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OPELIKA OBSERVER," SEPT. 19th, 1873. 



" The greatest wonder of the age, Colonel Hercules 
Diogenes Lofty, M. D., after remaining in our city for 
two days, departed for Columbus on yesterday. We 
are happy to report that he did no material damage 
while here ; a careful reckoning shows that none of our 
inhabitants have been destroyed." 

Lnportant business prevented my accompanying 
Colonel Lofty on this important and perilous journey, 
and I am only able to give meagre accounts of what 
occurred, ascertained from reliable gentlemen. 

While on this visit to Columbus, Colonel Lofty re- 
sided at the Eanldn House, Eoom number 10, and on 
the day of his arrival, at the hour of 3 : 40 P. M., accom- 
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panied by a single friend, he walked in a dignified and 
fearless manner, down the southern side of Perry 
stxeet, the ofl&ce of the " Sun " being on the northern 
side of the same street. At the hour of 5 : 30 he again 
walked in the same manner, accompanied by the same 
friend, down the same side of the same street ; and 
during his entire stay in the city he continued in the 
same manner to walk down the same side of said street, 
on an average of once every three hours, rarely accom- 
panied by more than one friend ; and one of my in- 
formants reports, that in one of these walks, when Col- 
onel Lofty had arrived at a point directly opposite the 
"Sun" office, and only seventy feet from it, he deliber- 
ately paused, and placed the first finger of his left hand 
by the side of his nose, at the same time placing the 
thumb of his right hand between the second and third 
fingers thereof, and then twisted said last-mentioned 
hand around several times. This last information may 
possibly be incorrect, as my informant states the re- 
markable circumstance to have occurred at 9 : 20 P. M., 
and that the street at that point was indifferently 
lighted. 

Be that as it may, aU who had any desire to be so, 
were convinced that Colonel Lofty knew not the feeling 
of fear, and was prepared for any emergency which 
might arise. 

At 1 A. M. of the 20th, an incident occurred, of which 
I am forced to give only the version of the police, not 
having been present myself, and not having seen Col- 
onel Lofty since, to get the true state of facts. 

The report of two policemen was as foUows : 

Policeman No. 1. At 1 a. m. 23d September, saw a 
tall gentleman, in Tenth Ward, bowing to a lamp-post 
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several times ; considering the action singular, contin- 
ued to notice him, and called the attention of Pat 
O'Connor. As we watched, at 1 : 03 a. m., tall gentleman 
went forward to the lamp-post and put both his arms 
around it. Pat O'Connor then went up to tall gentie- 
man and asked him his name. TaUgentieman straight- 
ened himself and bowed, first to me, and then to Pat, 
and said his name was Hercules Diogenes Lofty, M. D., 
and that he resided at the Bankin House, Boom No. 
10, and then he requested Pat and myself to search 
him and see if he had any arms, which we did, and 
foimd none. He then asked us to let the people of Co- 
lumbus know, early next morning, that Hercules IMo- 
genes Lofty, M. D., was alone and unarmed, so that 
they might resume their ordinary occupations without 
fear, and begged us to state further to the people, that 
he would not interfere with any of them if they at- 
tended quietly to their own business and did not offend 
him in any way. He then asked Pat and myself to 
take a drink with him, which we did, going for that pur- 
pose to the Sans Souci. And then we walked with the 
tall gentleman to the Bankin House, Boom No. 10, and 
he laid down with his boots on, stating that he consid- 
ered it true courtesy not to puU his boots off so early, 
for that, if a friend called and asked him out to take a 
drink, it would be impolite to keep him waiting, while 
he was pulling his boots on. 

Beport of Policeman No. 2, was to the effect that the 
report of No. 1 was true in each detail, but, he added, -i 

" that the taU gintleman was the cliverest and the per 

litist gintleman he had iver seen this side of the Ould-^ 
Country." 

And thus we see, even by the meagre and dry repo] 
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of the night police, the thoughtful and kind considera- 
tion 6t this great man, exemplified in his great care for 
the people, and his desire to keep them peaceful and 
happy, and free from alarm and terror. His own great- 
ness and notoriety he could not avoid, but to the ex- 
tent of his ability he allayed the feai*s of the people. 

At 11 A. M. of the 20th, Mr. Hardy encoimtered Col- 
onel Lofty upon the sidewalk of Broad street, as the 
latter emerged from the Eankin House, and accosted 
him thus : " Colonel Lofty, I think I understood you to 
say that my brother. Colonel O. S. Hardy, was an inti- 
mate friend of yours." 

Lofty. My dear Colonel Hardy (bow), you certainly 
understood me correctly ; I have no dearer friend than 
your brother, and he has a higher opinion of me than 
almost any man I know ; he would do anything for me ; 
he would go to the end of the world to serve me. I can 
safely refer you to him for my character, if you have 
the slightest doubt upon that subject. And, allow me 
to say, that your brother is a man whom any one might 
well be proud to be able to refer to for his character 
and standing, for I do not know of a more perfect gen- 
tleman or a more honorable man. 

Hardy. I have this morning received a letter from 
my brother, and as it refers to you, I was on my way to 
your room to show it to you, when I met you just now. 
It is but proper, however, before I show you his letter, 
to state to you, that as my brother will not be here for 
some weeks, I, in handing you his letter, assume fully 
the responsibility for all he writes, or, if you prefer 
seeing him, in person, I will dispatch him to come on 
at once. Here is my brother's letter (handing Colonel 
^% the letter). 
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Lofty, It is with great pleasure that I read anything 
to which your brother's signature is afi^ed. With 
your permission I will do myself the honor of reading 
this letter at once ; and he read it as follows : 

'• New Yokk, September If, 1873. 

" Dear Brother : — ^Your favor received, and contents 
noted. I hasten to reply to that portion inquiring about 
* Colonel Hercules D. Lofty, M. D.' 

" You say the Colonel referred you to me, as * being 
an intimate friend.' Unfortunately (if the Colonel is the 
same Hercules D. Lofty I knew in Mobile), I have 
known him for about four or five years, and know hi'm 
to be a most consummate dead-beat, and a coward. Ton 
cannot have any correspondence or intercourse with 
him other than to use a horsewhip on him, should he 
insult you. Be kind enough to hand him this, as he 
refers you to me for his character ; and say to him^ I 
will be South about the 10th of October. 

"The hotel-keepers of Mobile can give you further 
information regarding the Colonel — * so called.' 

" Yours truly, 

"O. S. Hardy." 

During the reading of this letter Mr. Hardy 
watched the face of Colonel Lofty with intense interest, 
evidently expectiag an attack upon himself, at, or 
before, the reading of it had been completed. What, 
then, was his surprise, at seeing Colonel Lofty, as soon 
as he had finished reading the note, throw himself back, 
convulsed with laughter, which continued several 
minutes. After two or three efforts, and free use of a 
pocket handkerchief, Colonel Lofty so far recovered 
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himself as to be able to speak. He then said, ^^ Colonel, 
I liope you will excuse my laughter. I assure you that 
no offense was intended by it ; but that letter — (and here 
he was interrupted by another irresistible fit of laugh- 
ter). Tour brother, sir, is one of the most gifted men I 
eyer saw ; his social qualities are unsurpassed ; he is 
the greatest humorist I ever met ; and, when he wrote 
that letter, he was in one of his happiest veins. I would 
freely give a year of my life to have been with him at 
that time." 

Colonel Lofty then invited Mr. Hardy to drink 
with him. 

At 10 : 40 p. M., of the 20th, Colonel Lofty quietly de- 
parted from the city of Columbus, en route for Atlanta, 
and it was after his arrival in that city that his letter to 
me of the 17th of September, and my card hereinbefore 
set out, were published. 

On the morning of the 21st, the following appeared 
in the " Sun." 

" ALL SERENE. 

" This is the holy Sabbath morning, and we are glad 
that we can report all quiet along the Chattahoochee, 
from Atlanta to Neil's Landing. * Grim-visaged war 
doth smooth his wrinkled front,' and those who 
were lately in lively expectation of an opening tragedy 
are now laughing at something else. We feel sure that 
the effect of the late excitement wiU be a wholesome 
one. It will make people reflect on the f oUy of stirring 
lip personal quarrels, and a resort to other than peace- 
CiUe means for the settlement of differences not de- 
manding the shedding of blood. Much money has 
^ubtless been spent — ^much time lost — much anxiety . 
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and excitement occasioned — and now things are in statu 
quo. Let us rejoice, that it has the appearance of a 
peaceable situation at last, and that the temple of Janus 
will be closed during a long reign of the ' piping times 
of peace.' " 
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CHAPTEE XLin. 

tRESPONDENOE BETWEEN COLONEL LOFTY AND COLONEL 

HUED. 

)n the morning of the 28th of September, 1873, I 

;erved pubUshed in the columns of the " Constitu- 

i" and "Herald," the letter of Colonel Lo% to 

seU of 17th instant. 

rhe duty of calling Colonel Lofty to account seemed 

V to devolve upon me, and imitating his noble ex- 

ple, I did my duty. 

first, I sought my friend. Colonel Jasper P. Bartow, 

I after placing my honor in his hands, the following 

respondence ensued : 



" Opelika, Ala., September 29tli, 1873. 
" R. R. Depot, 1 : 20 A. M. 



\ 

loLONEL Hercules D. Lofty. 

* My Dear Sir : — ^While honor prevents my answer- 
' your favor of 17th instant, yet self-respect demands 
1 1 should ask an explanation of a part of that let- 
inasmuch as it has now been published. Before 
ng so, however, it is my duty, and I perform it with 
isure, to explain to you that portion of my letter of 
li August, which gave you so much pain. Although 
ir letter does not distinctly specify the point of 
ch you complain, yet, through the kindness of our 
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mutual friend, Colonel J. W. Houser, I am informed, 
that my statement of only forty-two duels in which you 
had been engaged, while the correct number was much 
greater, very naturally gave you offence, which your 
delicacy, in writing to me, prevented your mentioning 
particularly. Now, while I must say, that my recollec- 
tion of the number which you stated to me in the 3 : 30 
conversation, is still the same, yet I will add, cheerfully, 
that I have heard you, both before and since that time, 
mention a much larger number. And Dr. Jones, who 
is the soul of honor, informs me, that you stated to hirp 
the number of duels in which you had been engaged, 
to be fifty-seven. Now, my dear Colonel, having ex- 
plained, as far as I am able, the point of difference 
between us, which gave rise to your favor of 17th inst., 
I hope you will pardon my respectfully asking of you 
an explanation of a part of that letter. 

" I had at one time intended to ask an explanation of 
you of those expressions in that letter, which were dis- 
respectful in terms, but a careful examination of the 
code and precedents, shows me that I cannot do so. 
In the first place, it being a settled maxim, that no 
gentleman could intentionally write to another gentle- 
man in such disrespectful terms it follows that I could 
not presume that you, being undoubtedly a gentleman, 
could intentionally have written those expressions. And 
if you used them unintentionally, I do not see how I 
could insist upon your meeting me for a mere lapsus 
penncB, and to require you to explain that it was unin- 
tentional on your part, would be a mere waste of time ; 
for if you could, by possibility, violate the presumption 
that it was unintentional, then you would prove your- 
self unworthy of my recognitioia., which would be reduc- 



PRACTICAL LESSONS UNDEB THE CODE DUELLO. 217 

tio ad absurdum. In other words, if you, in a letter to 
me, deliberately and intentionally state that I have 
* liedf the fact that you do so write your letter, proves 
you not to be a gentleman, and hence I could not ask 
an explanation of, or meet you under any circum- 
stances. I am, therefore, bound to presume, either that 
you never wrote such a letter, or that such expressions 
therein, as are disrespectful in terms, were uninten- 
tinned, 

" The usual presumption indulged in such cases, is, I 
am informed, that the writer of the letter did not write 
such a letter at aU, and hence the custom among gen- 
tlemen arose, of returning such letters to the persons 
from whom they purport to come ; that person, being 
presumed at once to see that it was a base forgery, is 
presumed to treat the whole matter with silent con- 
tempt, imless he finds that he did intentionally write 
the letter. 

" But the matter which has now arisen between you 
and myself, is not in the usual course. Here a remark- 
able fact has transpired, to wit, the publication of your 
letter of the 17th, after it had been returned to you, 
without fiirst sending a note to me to require an ex- 
planationofmyretumiBgit. 

" In this most imprecedented case, then, I must pre- 
sume that your letter of the 17th was not a forgery, and 
I must also presume, that the expressions referred to 
were unintentional. 

" The point, however, on which I respectfully ask an ex- 
planation of you, is of much graver import. Tour letter 
admits that you were in Opelika on the 16th of Septem- 
ber, and had passed by my office (the precise hour not 
given) ; that you had seen me on the porch. oItk^ cSS^^sfe^ 

10 
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aad that you paused a moment in frout of my door, and 
then piissed on, withont entering. And yon say, that 
you never even contemplated entering my office. 

" I assure you, sir, that this action on your part has 
caused me great grief, and I am compelled to ask yon 
to explain why you shoidd pass my office, knowing me 
to be witliin, without calling. The excuse which you 
make in your letter, I am compelled to say, does not 
- Batisfy me. Ortliuary men might be supposed to he 
airaid of a double-barreled gun leveled at them, hut for 
you. Colonel Lofty, to make such a paltry escufle as that 
to me ! Oil, sir ! how could you attempt it, after ex- 
plaining to me the thousands of deadly perils you hatl 
encountered ; after I had seen you ; after 1 had known 
yon ! 

" I must, therefore, ask you to be kind enough to ex- 
plain to me your most astonishing and unaccountable -^a 
action, in not calling to see me when you passed my— ^ 
office. 

" This letter will be handed you by laj friend^—^ 
Colonel Jasper P. Bartow, to whom I beg to iutroduc^^»e 
you, and who will be the bearer of your reply to me. 

" I remain, dear Colonel, with profound respect, 
" Your obedient servant, 

" Geoboe W. HtJBD." 

" P. 8. — As an excuse for the delay of thirteen day s, 

in asking an explanation of your most singular condu— -ct 
in passing my office without calling, I have only to aa- J, 
that the astounding and unprecedented nature of t^Bie 
oflfence you thereby gave me, and the pain and gr^Ssf 
thereby inflicted, were so great, that I could not reeoi^ "er 
sufficiently therefrom to write you before this a. *■ 
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And, in addition, I think that my pain at your action 
can only be considered as commencing from the time 
of the publication of your letter ; before that time, 
your letter, having been returned to you, could not be 
considered as paining me. Colonel Bartow agrees with 
me on this point ; but another question here arises : 
you caused this letter to be published on the 25th 
inst, and I did not see the paper containing it until 
the 28th. Now, the question is, did my *paiii and 
grief* commence on the 25th, or on the 28th. My dear 
Colonel, permit me to say, that I do not see, imder aU 
te circumstances, how you can claim that I was * pain- 
ed or grieved ' before the 28th inst. ; and this being the 
29th, it follows that I have lost no time asking an ex- 
planation. 

« I again sign myself with profound respect, 

" Tour most obedient servant, 

" George W. Hued." 



"ATLAin^A, Ga., September 30tli, 1873. 

" National Hotel, Room 22, 4 : 10 P. M. 



I 

"Colonel George W. Hurd. 

" My Dear Sir : — ^Tour astonishing letter of 1 : 40 a. m., 
of 29th lost., by the hands of Colonel Jasper P. Bartow, 
^ this moment received; and while I do myself the 
^onor to agree with you in considering your excuse for 
^ot malring an earlier demand on me as sufficient, yet, 
^, I ask, as a personal favor to myself, and for my 
Personal sake, that you allow me ten days in which to 
^Jiswer your most remarkable letter, hoping within that 
^e to find some excuse satisfactory to you for my 
'tot calling on you ; and should no sufficient excuse 
^Hkmr to my mind, then, with not moTO "jiVft^JBsoi^ «^ 
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SkbumXT Toi^d & lo^er s^<nsg to the arms of his mis- 
tress, Tzj»n tL^ir bri-i&I Tiight, than will I to the nei^- 
borhocfd of the field of hon(»-. where we can proceed 
OUT correspondence. 
I am, dear ColoneL Tery respectfoIlT, 

~ Tonr obedient aerrant, 

" Hebctijes D. LoFrr, M. D.'* 



\ 



This pleasant letter was handed me by Colonel Bar- 
toWy at 1 :50 a. x. of 1st of October, and with earnest 
solicitude did we consider the momentous questions, 
as to whether I should allow Colonel Lofty ten days 
time to answer, and as to whether I could be supposed 
to survive so long a delay, after so singular and unprec- 
edented an offence, as that of which I had complained. 
After great deliberation, we concluded to allow the 
time, and I wrote to Colonel Lofty as foUows : 

'' Opelika, Ala., October 1st, 1873. 
" At Office, 3:10 p.m. 

"Colonel Hercules D. Lofty. 

My Dear Sir : — ^I have just had the honor of reading 
your polite note of 30th of September, and I assure you 
that it gives me great pleasure to comply with your 
very reasonable request. This note will be handed 
you by my friend, Colonel Jasper P. Bartow, who will 
})ring mo your reply at such time as may suit your per- 
ioct c-onvonienco. 

" I remain, Colonel, with profound respect, 

" Your most obedient servant, 

" G. W. HURD." 

On tho tontli day of October at 1:45 P.M., I re- 
ocMvoil by tho hands of my friend Colonel Bartow, the 
folJowiiifj; Jot tor fi'om Colonel Lofty : 
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'Atlanta, Ga., October 9, 1873. ) 
"National Hotel, 3:20 p.m. J" 

" CiOLONEL GeOBGE W. HuRD. 

"My Deab Sir : — ^In reply to your courteous letter of 
the 29th of September, I do myself the honor of saying, 
that the litatement of our distinguished friend. Doctor 
Jones — of my having been engaged in fdty-seyen affairs 
of honor — ^is correct ; of course, neither the affair be- 
tween Captain Porter and Major Woodson, or between 
myself and Colonel Strong, Major De Soto, Mr. Hardy, 
Major Woodson, or yourself, were included in that 
number. It would have been dishonorable in me to 
have counted them, as they were not at that time ended, 
some of them not commenced, and I frequently omit to 
count slight affairs, which do not result in bloodshed. 
Now, as you agree with Doctor Jones, I must consider 
your apology on that point as sufficient. I wiU say, 
further, that you are entirely correct in supposing that 
the discourteous words used in my letter to you were 
entirely accidental ; and now, I will address myself to 
the important question upon which you ask an ex- 
planation, which I will be so candid as to say is one 
which perplexes me greatly. I have never been en- 
gaged in but one affair in which this point was raised, 
and in that case the presenting a pistol, cocked and 
loaded, at the head of a visitor, was considered a suffi- 
cient excuse for not calling. But, sir, that man was 
not Hercules D. Lofty. Neither a pistol nor a gun 
would, for one moment, deter me from visiting a friend, 
or seeking an interview with an enemy; therefore, I 
must, being a candid man, state to you the true reason 
why I did not do myself the honor of calling : 

" While at the telegraph office, I was told that a new 
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bar-room, called the * Lyott,' had been opened near the 
post-oflBce, in Opelika, in which the very best whiskey 
was sold, and I was hasting there to try the whiskey, 
and paused for a moment in front of yonr door, with a 
Tiew to inviting you to do me the honor of drinking 
with me, when, reflecting that you did not drink whis- 
key, and not knowing about the wine at the * Lyott,' I 
concluded not to ask you to drink until I had made 
some inquiry on that point. And, besides, I was at the 
moment somewhat perplexed by a point of honor, which 
was, whether it would not be more proi)er for you to in- 
vite me to drink first, as I was a visitor to your city, and 
I postponed calling, that I might reflect on this most 
intricate and perplexing question. 

" I hope, my dear sir, that this full and sufficient ex- 
cuse will be satisfactory to you. If it is not, I can only 
say, that I humbly await your pleasure. 

" This note will be borne by my friend. Captain J. O. 
Carter, who is authorized to act for me, fuUy, in this 
matter. 

" I remain, my dear Colonel, 
" "With profound respect, 

" Tour most obedient servant, 
" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 

It is needless to say that this sublime letter gave in- 
finite satisfaction, both to myself and to my friend, 
Colonel Jasper P. Bartow, who was, however, of opinion 
that Colonel Lofty should have called on me on the 
16tli, and that, thereupon, I must necessarily have asked 
him to drink, and, thereafter, Colonel Lofty could have 
insisted on my accompanying him to the Lyott Saloon, 

My reply was as follows : 
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"Opklika, Ala., October. 10th, 1873. ) 

"At Office, 2 P. M. J 

" CoiiONEL Hercules D. Lofty. 

" Deab Sir : — I have just had the pleasure of reading 
your favor of the 9th October, and have only to say, 
that your explanation is satisfactory in every particu- 
lar, and I can only wonder at my obtuseness in not at 
once surmising the reason of your action. 

" This note will be conveyed to your friend, Captain 
Garter, by my friend. Colonel Jasper P. Bartow. 

" I hope you will allow me to assume the honor of 
faigniTig myself, with most profound respect, 

" Your obedient servant, till death, 

" George W. Hubd." 
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CHAPTEE XLIV. 

COLONEL LOFTY PROPOSES A PARTNERSHIP. 

It is with regret that I omit from this volume an ac- 
count of the progress and termiaation of the affair of hon- 
or between Colonel Lofty and Major Woodson, originat- 
ing from the latter's remark about " poisoned liquor ; " 
but inasmuch as nothing further has, up to this time, 
actually occurred, I hope that excuse will be received 
by my readers as sufficient for my omission. Kather 
than mention one fact in this history before it occurred, 
I would wait, and, if necessary, publish another vol- 
ume. 

It is almost unnecessary for me to state, that Colonel 
Lofty and myseH, having adjusted all our differences, 
were impressed with a very high opinion of each other's 
character, courage, and courteous deportment. But to 
the end that no cloud of doubt may rest upon this 
point, I copy here a letter recently received by me from 
that distinguished gentleman, and my reply : 

" Mobile, Ala., 8 : 40 p. m., December 1, 1873. 

" Colonel George W. Hurd, present en viUe. 

" My Dear Colonel : — Since the termination of our 
last most delightful correspondence, you have been 
rarely absent from my miad. I think of you night and 
day. 
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" You will pardon me, I hope, for saying that there 
is but one drawback to your beiag now the most 
polished duelist on the globe. Tou well know to what 
I refer ; it is to your principles, or rather prejudices, on 
the subject of drinking whiskey. This I consider your 
only weak point, and has, I candidly admit, caused me 
to hesitate about making you a proposition of vast im- 
portance to ourselves and to the world at large. 

" But, upon mature reflection, I have arrived at the 
conclusion that no other man is so competent to take 
the position I wish you to occupy, as yourseH. 

" I therefore make this proposition to you : That you 
axid myself enter into a partnership, for the purpose of 
advancing the noble profession of dueling. 

" You are well aware that many duels are not com- 
menced, simply and alone because the party aggrieved 
is unable, in these degenerate days, to procure a 
second. 

"Now, I propose to remedy this great and iq- 
creasing evil, by publishiug the iaclosed card. "When 
that is done, no gentleman who is aggrieved can have 
any excuse for not redressmg his grievance under the 
Code of Honor. 

" While my only object in formiag this partnership 
with you is for the good of the public, yet most decided 
financial advantages will necessarily accrue to ourselves, 
as I will here proceed to explaia, * * * and exemplify 
by the light of my past experience * * * * 

(This portion of Colonel Lofty's letter being confiden- 
tial, I omit the three pages thereof relating to the sub- 
ject of finance. On the fifth page, his letter contiaues 
as follows:) 

10* 



I 
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" Now, my ilear Colonel Hurd, in order to cftiry ont 
Bnccessfully this stupendous design, which I have done 
you and myself the honor to conceive, it will be neues- 
sary for us to acquire as complete a mastery over the 
codes of honor of oil nations as we have over those of 
America, Enf^land, and Ireland. I am now engaged in 
mastering the Code of Honor of Russia. I inclose joQ 
in this letter the French Code, which I know yon wiD 
appreciate highly. 

" And now, my dear Colonel, while ansionsly await- 
ing your reply, 

' I have the honor to remain, 
" With profound respect, 

"Tour most obedient servant, 
" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D.' 



i 



The French Code which Colonel Lofty inclosed was 
as follows : 

THE BBANT6mE code. 

"Rule 1. On no account whatever let an infidel bo 
brought out as a second or a witness ; it is not proper 
that an unbeKever should witness the sheddii^; oi 
Christian blood, which wonld delight hiin ; and it k 
moreover abominable that such a wretch should be sl- 
lowed such an honoi'ible pastime. 

" Ruh 2. The combatants must be carefully eiamined 
and felt, to ascertain that they have no particular dn^ 
witchcraft, or charms about them. It is allowed towear 
on such occasions some relics of Our Lady of Loretto, 
and other holy objects; yet it is not clearly decided 
what is to be done when both parties have not these 
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relics, as no advantage should be allowed to one com- 
batant more than to another. 

" Bide 3. It is idle to dwell upon courtesies : the man 
^^lo steps into the field must have made up his mind to 
Conquer or die, but above aU things never to surrender; 
^ox the conqueror may treat the vanquished as he thinks 
Proper — drag him round the ground, hang him, bum 
^^im, keep him a prisoner ; iq short do with him what- 
^"vrerhe pleases. 

"iBi^fe 4 Every gallant Knight must maintain the 
^<^nor of ladies, whether they may have forfeited it or 
^c>t, — ^if it can be said that a gentiUe dame can have for- 
'^ited her honor by kindness to her servant and her 
l^^^er. 

" JSvle 5. A soldier may fight his captain, provided 
'^^ has been two years upon actual service and quits 



company 



■jf- 



" Rvle 6. If a father accuses a son of any crime that 
'^a.y tend to dishonor him, the son may demand satis- 
faction of his father, since he has done him more injury 
*^y dishonoring him, than he had bestowed advantage 
"^y giving him life. 

" jRide 7. That all challenges from a roturier, a mere 
^tizen, or a man in business, must be considered as 
^tiU and void. 

" jRide 8. You can refuse to fight a bastard ; it is, 
^erefore, strongly recommended to aU noblemen to 
A^gitimatize their sons, that they may be rendered 
Worthy of the honor of Kjiighthood and of dueling." 

* Notwithstanding the high authority of Brantome, this is a ques- 
*^Otiable point. La B6randi^re, Basnage, and Alciat, have discussed 
**i.e point very minutely. Tlie last author came to the conclusion, 
^'^t such a meeting could only be tolerated when both parties w^t^ ^ 
^xitj—postfuncHanem secus. 
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The card which Colonel Loftr endoeed was as follows : 

" Xotice. — The nndeisigned offer to the genilemen of 
the world their services as seconds, in any affair of honor 
which may hereafter arise in any civilized connby. One 
ofnspropK^rses to act for the challenger, and the other for 
the challenged* We are actoated, in mAlHiig this offer 
to the public, not by mercenary motives, but solely for 
the good of the present and future generations ; being 
satisfied that we can conduct almost any affair to a sat- 
isfactory conclusion, and embellish it with all those 
courtesies so necessary in such matters. Our services 
can only be obtained by gentlemen, as we both haye an 
utter and unspeakable abhorrence of anything shoddy. 

" Should either of the parties whom we may represent, 
prefer not haying an actual meeting, for any reason ex- 
cept fear, we will adopt the quarrel, by such means as 
will effectually preserve the honor of both principals, 
and fight it out between ourselves, to a fatal conclusion, 
imless the matter should happen to be settled between 
us, amicably and honorably, by correspondence. 

" While each of us shrinks from notoriety, yet, in 
such remarkable cases as we may find that it is neces- 
sary to preserve the honor of our principals, we will 
allow the correspondence to be published. 

"Wo absolutely require those who may obtain our 
services, to preserve that secrecy so necessary in con- 
ducting such affairs. 

"Should we find it necessary, in conducting any 
affair, to repair to Central Africa, or to the polar 
regions, wo will respectfully suggest to our principals 
tlio propriety of insuriag our lives, for the benefit of 
our liolploss families. 

" Humbly awaiting the pleasure of all gentlemen who 
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nunr mBoa anr semDe^ vt snnacnr^e onr niHK^ 

'^ Tiieir m-ysi ottedieiii f^err&iiTijv. 

*• AxlantiL. Ora^ 

-^ OpeHta. AIa. 

•* P. S. — Inasmiicli as ire do not desii>e notorietr, onhr 
those re^>ectable jonmals. vldcli are cv>Ddxicted ^>lehr 
for the public gooi and are not aetaated morelT bv a 
desire for private gain, have permission to pnblisli thfe 
caird — sending their bills therefor to the prinoijvals in 
the first affair we mar do onrselres the honor to 

« 

condncL 

" Hebctues p. Lofty, M. P., 

" G. W. HURD." 

After several hours of deep thought and considera- 
tion, I repUed to this captiyating letter as follo>\*s : 

" Mobile, Ala., 10 p. m., December 2d, 1878. 

" Colonel Hercules P. Lofty. 

"My Pear Sir: — Tour most remarkable letter, of 
1st instant, reached me at 9 P. m., of tliat day. 

" Now, after thirteen hours oonsidoratiou, I am un- 
able to find words to express the proud satisfaction aiul 
honor I felt at being the recipient of such a lott(^r from 
such a gentleman as yourseK. I am aRtoniwlKMl at thn 
stupendous nature and scope of tlic^ (uitcrpriMc^ you 
propose. No intellect, save yours, could lwiv(^ con- 
ceived of such a proposition. No heart, savn yourn, 
would have dared to undertake it. 



S30 IHIWN THE EIVEE. 

I " "Wliile I feel mcompetent to fill the position to 
I ■which you propose to assign me, yet the honor you 
confer on me, by offering it, is so great, and the 
benefit to the public so sarprising, that I scarcely know 
how gracefully to decline ytmi noble offer. But I 
must decline; not altc^ether on account of my incom- 
petency (for a prolonged interconrse with yourself 
wonld, doubtless, remove that objection), but my pro- 
fessional engngements are such, at present, as make 
it impossible for me to enter into the partnership 
you projxjse. 

" Should yon, howcTer, in the future be engaged in 
any such remarkable affairs of honor as might admit 
of being recorded for the benefit of the present and 
future generations, it will afford me much pleasure to 
record them for you, and to see that the pubhc have 
a correct version tliereof. 

" It was with great pleasure that I read the Freneli 
Code, by Brantome, which you did me the kindness to 
inclose in your last ; it is short, but very comprehen- 
sive. I was much surjirised this morning, to hear a 
French gentleman, to whom I was speaking of it, in 
terms of praise, say that it was scarcely recognized in 
France now, and that a more recent code had taken ita 
place. This gentleman was kind enough to lend me 
the code to which he refeiTed, which I inclose to 
you, hoping for your opinion on this intereating 
subject.* 

"I now take the liberty of signing myself, with 
greatly enhanced respect and esteem, 

" Your most humble and obedient servant, 

" G. W. Hded." 

• For French Code, see Appendix. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

Why may not a book have a " postscript " as well as a 
letter ? Take a ease like mine in writing this book : after 
the type is set, Skfact occurs relating to the hero ; is it not 
admissible to stop the printers and induce them to add a 
short postscript? Now, in any work of fiction, a post- 
script might be considered inadmissible, for if the writer 
is at liberty to invent his facts, of course there is nothing 
easier than to have all the dates and facts arranged before 
the work reaches the printer, cause the hero to walk in 
marble halls, and sleep on beds of eider-down, if not 
throughout the book, at least in the concluding chapter ; 
and a most lovely and virtuous heroine may be invented 
to soften the jagged outlines of your tale. 

But note the contrast when you are confined to facts 
alone. Only one lady is herein even referred to, and she 
Temained but a moment on the stage, and might scarcely 
lave been noticed had not the eagle glance of Colonel Lofty 
cbserved her beauteous form, and singled her out as he 
made his " dasJiing descents 

The facts which I add this postscript to narrate, occur 
»t an inconvenient time, and except that some great prin- 
<5iples and important law questions are involved, might be 
<5iuitted. They are stated quite accurately in the Herald^ 
^d other journals, copies of which reached me this (Sat- 
urday) morning. 

I only give an outline of the facts. One of these jour- 
nals says : 

** The very small distance from the sublime (?) to the 
^diculoos, so frequently alluded to by public speakers and 
^^ters, received a practical illustration in Atlanta oxl 
I Wednesdaj last 
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* The celebrated Colonel {?), alias Doctor (?), who is gifted 
with au estraordiuary memory — and once had a fool for a 
second — it seems lodged and boarded for a considerable 
length of time at the STational Hotel in that city, and 
drank at the bar of said hotel divert kinda and TarietieG of 
liquors, principally, however, of the beverage known by the 
vulgar name of whiskey, and in addition to the drinks taken 
and coHdumed by the Colonel (?) in his own proper person, 
divers and sundry other persons did drink at said bar, at 
and upon and by the express invitation of the said Col- 
onel, the barkeeper understanding that the Colonel M 
thereby impHedly become reBponsible for said drinks. It 
appeara that nearly two months ago, tlie Colonel, being 
annoyed by the pertinacious applications for money mude 
upon bim by the agents, proprietors, and managers of 
Bald hotel, quietly left it after supper one night, or be- 
fore breakfast next morning — there seems to have been 
some conflict as to the exact time.* That he left iii his 
apartment a quantity of baggage consisting of two large 
dry-goods boxes, sopposed to contain hia wearing apparel 

" Now, the proprietor of said hotel failing to receive a 
reply to any of the numerous letters addressed by him to 
the Colonel, did, after his departure on last Wednesday 
morning, cause and procure a writ of attachment to be 
placed in the hands of the sheriff and levied upon the bag- 
gage aforesaid, upon which the officer made the following 
return: 

" ' ATLiBTA, Ga., Feb, 13, 1874 
" ' Levied the within attachment on two dry-goods hoiea, 
measuring each 2ft. x 4ft. x 6ft., marked H. D. L., M.D., 
and containing three two-gallon demijohns, four one gal- 
lon j'ngs, thirteen quart flasks, seventy-three quart bottles, 
all empty; one pair of dueling pistols in a case. Pistols 



P08TSCEIPT. 233 

and case supposed to be worth $17.50, balance of plunder 
above specified worth $5.^50, pointed out to me as the prop- 
erty of Colonel Hercules D. Lofty, M. D. No other prop- 
erty to be found in my county on which to levy this at- 
tachment 

^' *JOHN H. HOPKINS, 
'''Sheriff: ' 

"It is stated on most reliable information that the pistols 
mentioned in this levy were the identical pistols used by 
Colonel Hercules D. Lofty, M. D., on both the expeditions 
which he made to Florida in the Porter- Woodson affair of 
honor. 

** These facts were related by one of the attorneys in the 
cause to a knot of lawyers in the Solicitor General's oflBice 
yesterday, when a very distinguished lawyer remarked that 
he thought in this case dueling pistols ought to be ex- 
empt fi'om levy and sale, they being the ' implements of 
Colonel Lofty's trade/ " 

Notwithstanding the opinion thus publicly expressed of 
the eminent lawyer referred to in the above copied article, 
it is generally understood that the attorneys of the plain- 
tiff in attachment will contend that the pistols are not ex- 
empt, and admitting the facts that they are the imple- 
ments of Colonel Lofty's trade, and that the law of Geor- 
gia exempts the implements of a man's trade from levy 
and sale, yet they hope by some legal quibble or techni- 
cality to avoid the logical force of these propositions. 
Can they do it? Will the judiciary of Georgia permit 
it? Be their decision what it may, certain it is that Col- 
onel Lofty has not been treated in this instance with that 
^[ courtesy inculcated by the code. Colonel Lofty would, I 
Mil certain, had he been requested in a polite manner, have 
presented to the proprietor of the National all the bottles^ 
jogs, flasks, and demijohns (they being em^t^^ mTi^^L \s^ 
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the sheriff, and his generosity would doubtless have led 
him to add the two dry-goods boxes, making an attach- 
ment entirely unnecessary. 

And there can be no doubt that the leaving of the pis- 
tols among these empty bottles, etc., was an oversight on 
the part of Colonel Lofty, occasioned doubtless by the 
hurry of his departure from Atlanta. Now, is it fair ? is 
it just ? is it in accordance with the code of honor, that 
advantage should be taken of the mere oversight of the 
Colonel, and that his pistols should be thus seized by the 
minions of the law ? 

It is with regret that I close this book without answer- 
ing any of the perplexing questions which have occurred 
to my mind since being informed of the facts above stated. 



\ 



APPEI^DIX 



THE AMERICAN CODE. 



CODE OF HONOR; 

OR, 

BULBS FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF PRINCIPALS AND 

SECONDS IN DUELING. 

By John Lyde Wilson. 



TO THE PUBLIC. 

The man who adds in any way to the sum of human 
happiness is strictly in the discharge of a moral duty. 
When Howard yisited the victims of crime and licentious- 
ness, to reform their habits and ameliorate their condition, 
the question was never asked whether he had been guilty 
of like excesses or not. The only question the philan- 
thropist would propound should be: Has the deed been 
done in the true spirit of Christian benevolence ? 

Those who know me can well attest the motive which 
has caused the publication of the following sheets, to which 
they for a long time urged me in vain. Those who do 
^ot know me have no right to impute a wrong motive ; 
*iid if they do, I had rather be the object than the authors 
^f condemnation. 

To publish a Code of Honor, to govern in cases of 
iiidividual combat, might seem to imply that the publisher 
^as an advocate of dueling, and wished to introduce it as 
*h« proper mode of deciding all personal difficulties and 
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misunderstandings. Such implication woold do me great 
injustice. 

But if the question were directly put to me whether 
there are not cases where duels are right and proper, I 
would unhesitatingly answer : There are. If an oppressed 
nation has a right to appeal to arms in defence of its 
liberty and the happiness of its people, there can be no 
argument used in support of such appeal which will not 
apply with equal force to individuals. How many cases 
are there that might be enumerated where there is no 
tribunal to do justice to an oppressed and deeply-wronged 
individual ? If he be subjected to a tame submission to 
insult and disgrace, where no power can shield him from 
its effects, then, indeed, it would seem that the first law of 
nature, self-preservation, points out the only remedy for 
his wrongs. 

The history of all animated nature exhibits a determined 
resistance to encroachments upon natural rights — nay, I 
might add, inanimate nature; for it also exhibits a con- 
tinual warfare for supremacy. Plants of the same kind, 
as well as trees, do not stop their vigorous growth because 
they overshadow their kind, but, on the contrary, flourish 
with greater vigor as the more weak and delicate decline 
and die. Those of different species are at perpetual war- 
fare. 

The sweetest rose-tree will sicken and waste away on 
the near approach of the noxious bramble, and the most 
promising fields of wheat yield a miserable harvest if 
chbked up with tares and thistles. The elements them- - 
selves war together, and the angels of heaven have met in-- 
fierce encounter. The principle of self-preservation is^ 
co-extensive with creation, and when by education we^ 
make character and moral worth a part of ourselves, w^= 
guard our possessions with more watcliful zeal than lif( 
itself, and would go iart\\ei to VXi^\x ^\Qt^eti.on. Whe 
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one finds himself avoided in society, his friends shunning 
his approach, his substance wasting, his wife and children 
in want around him, and traces all his misfortunes and 
misery to the slanderous tongue of the calumniator, who, 
by secret whisper or artful innuendo, had sapped and under- 
mined his reputation, he must be more or less than man 
to submit in silence. 

The indiscriminate and frequent appeal to arms, to settle 
trivial disputes and misunderstandings, cannot be too 
severely censured and deprecated. I am no advocate for 
such dueling. But in cases where the laws of the country 
give no redress for injuries received, where public opinion 
not only authorizes but enjoins resistance, it is needless 
and a waste of time to denounce the practice. It will be 
persisted in as long as a manly independence and a lofty 
personal pride in all that dignifies and ennobles the human 
character shall continue to exist. If a man be smote on 
one cheek in public, and he turns the other which is also 
smitten; and he offers no resistance, but blesses him that 
so despitefuUy uses him, I am aware he is in the exercise 
of great Christian forbearance, highly recommended and 
enjoined by many very good men, but utterly repugnant 
to those feelings which nature and education have im- 
planted in the human character. 

If it was possible to enact laws so severe and impossible 
to be evaded, as to enforce such a rule of behavior, all that 
is honorable in the community would quit the country 
and inhabit the wilderness with the Indians. If such a 
course of conduct was infused by education into the minds 
of our youth, and it became praiseworthy and honorable to 
a man to submit to insult and indignity, then, indeed, the 
forbearance might be borne without disgrace. 

Those, therefore, who condemn all who do not denounce 
dueling in every case, should establish schools where a 
passive submission to force would be tti^ ^^^tQAS»^ ^1 ^ 
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commendable virtue. I have not the least donbt if, I had 
been educated in such a school, and lived in such a society, 
I would have proved a very good member of it But I 
very much doubt, if a seminary of learning was established 
where this Christian forbearance was inculcated and en- 
forced, whether there would be many scholars. 

I would not wish to be understood to say that I do not 
desire to see dueling cease to exist, entirely, in society. 
But my plan for doing it away is essentially different from 
the one which teaches a passive forbearance to insult and 
indignity. I would inculcate in the rising generation a 
spirit of lofty independence. I would have them taught 
that nothing was more derogatory to the honor of a gentle- 
man than to wound the feelings of any one, however 
humble. That, if wrong be done to another, it was more 
an act of heroism and bravery to repair the injury, than to 
persist in error, and enter into mortal combat with the 
injured party. That this would be an aggravation of that 
which was already odious, and would put him without the 
pale of all decent society and honorable men. 

I would strongly inculcate the propriety of being tender 
of the feelings of those around him. I would teach im- 
mutable integrity, and uniform urbanity of manners. 
Scrupulously to guard individual honor, by a high per- 
sonal self-respect and the practice of every commendable 
virtue. Once let such a system of education be universal, 
and we should seldom hear, if ever, of any more duel- 
ing. 

The severest penal enactments cannot restrain the prac- 
tice of dueling, and their extreme severity in this State 
the more effectually shields the offender. The teaching 
and preaching of our eloquent clergy may do some service, 
but is wholly inadequate to suppress it. Under these cir- 
cnmstiinces the following rales are given to the public, and 
j'fl can save the life of one \\se^v\\ m^w\\i^>t q^ «.ociety, I will 
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be compensated. I have restored to the bosom of many, 
their sons, by my timely interference, who are ignorant of 
the misery I have averted from them. I believe that nine 
duels out of ten, if not ninety-nine out of a hundred, 
originate in the want of experience in the seconds. A book 
of authority, to which they can refer in matters where 
they are uninformed, will therefore be a desideratum^ 
How far this code will be that book, the public must de- 
cide- 



CHAPTER I. 

THE PERSON" INSULTED, BEFORE CHALLENGE SEJSTT. 

1. Whenever you believe you are insulted, if the in- 
sult be in public, and by words or behavior, never resent it 
there, if you have self-command enough to avoid noticing 
it If resente'd there, you offer an indignity to the compa- 
ny, which you should not. 

2. If the insult be by blows, or any personal indignity, 
it may be resented at the moment, for the insult to the 
company did not originate with you. But although re- 
sented at the moment, yet you are bound still to have sat- 
isfaction, and must, therefore, make the demand. 

3. When you believe yourself aggrieved, be silent on the 
subject, speak to no one about the matter, and see your 
friend, who is to act for you, as soon as possible. 

4. Never send a challenge in the first instance, for that 
precludes all negotiation. Let your note be in the language 
of a gentleman, and let the subject-matter of complaint be 
truly and fairly set forth, cautiously avoiding attributing 
to the adverse party any improper motive. 

6. Wb^ jonr second is in full poaaeasvoTL qI ^<^S56Ri«»i 



kare the wholt mactcr to hij judgment, and aTind anj eon- 
foltation with him. unless he seeks it. He has the ciisto- 
dr of TOUT honor, and br obeTin? him too cannot he eom- 
piumitted. 

6. Let the time of demand npon jonr adTereaiy, after 
the insnlty be as short as possible, for he has the right to 
double that time in replying to yon, unless you giye some 
good reason for your delay. Each party is entitled to rea- 
sonable time to make the necessary domestic arrangements^ 
by will or otbenrise, before fighting. 

7. To written communication you are entitled to a writ- 
ten reply, and it is the business of your friend to re- 
quire it 

SECOlS^l/S DUTY BEFOBE CHALLENGE SEKT. 

1. Whenever you are applied to by a firiend to act as his 
second, before you agree to do so, state distinctly to your 
principal that you will be governed only by your own 
judgment, that he will not be consulted after you are in 
full possession of the facts, unless it becomdis necessary to 
make or accept the amende honorable, or send a challenge. 
You are supposed to be cool and collected, and your 
friend's feelings are more or less irritated. 

2. Use every effort to soothe and tranquilize your prin- 
cipal ; do not see things in the same aggravated light in 
which he views them; extenuate the conduct of his ad- 
versary whenever you see clearly an opportunity to do so, 
without doing violence to your friend's irritated mind. En- 
deavor to persuade him that there must have been some 
misunderstanding in the matter. Check him if he uses 
opi)robrioiis epithets towards his adversary, and never per- 
mit improper or insulting words in the note you carry. 

3. To the note you carry in writing to the party com- 
plttinocl of, you are entitled to a written answer, which 
will ho directed to your priiiciip^, Skii^ V^\i^ ^^\iyered to 
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you bjhii adviersfcrTr"* fnsnjL If TT~:f x:cc be liM 'vriixeia 
in the scrle of a rr^iJ-^rrigr. r=ffiai l: rretLTf ii* izii iissi^ 
your reasim for sici rtfi.sk. If irr=rr r^t & ; -«o:'ii made 
as to the chazmeicT i-f il-r ^-liic. z^ixir* ibf fecci^d pressiait- 
log it to TOO. who et-nsdiTS n r»rr5v»=iKf:Ll :c- er^iorse upon 
it these voids: "I cm-zsLz^t ilr -Mt cf raj fri-rnd respect- 
ful, and vonld noi haxc bsr^ ibe "ttearer of ii. if I believed 
otherwise.'' 

4 If Ae partT called on. refuses lo receive ibe note tou 
bear, jou are eniiil^d to demand a re&son for snob lefusaL 
If be refoses to give yon any reskson. and persists in snob 
refusal, he treats not only year friend, but yourself, with 
indignity, imd you must then make yourself the actor by 
sending a re^)ectfnl note, requiring a proper explanation 
of the oonrse he has porsued towards you and your friend^ 
and if he still adheres to his determination, you are to 
challenge or post him. 

5. If the person to whom you deliver the note of your 
friend, declines meeting him on the ground of inequality, 
you are bound to tender yourself in bis stead, by a note di- 
rected to him from yourself, and if be refuse to meet you, 
you are to post him. 

6. In all cases of the substitution of the second for tbo 
principal, the second should interpose and adjust the mat- 
ter, if the party substituting avows he does not make tho 
quarrel of his principal his own. The true reason of sub- 
stitution is, the supposed insult of imputing to you tho 
like inequality which is charged upon your friond ; and 
when the contrary is declared, there should bo no llgbt, for 
individuals may well differ in their estimate of an inilivid- 
ual's character and standing in society. In mm of Hul)- 
stitution and a satisfactory arrangement, you art) 1 hen lo 
inform your friend of all the facts, whose duly it will bo 
to post in person . 

7. If the party, to whom you prc»cu\* w. uv^V.v\^ wv^xvXv^'i ^ 

11 
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S0D9 father, or brother, as a second, yon mnst decline act- 
ing with either, on the ground of consanguinity. 

8. If a minor wishes you to take a note to an adult, de- 
cline doing so on the ground of his minority. But if the 
adult complained of, had made a companion of the minor 
in society, you may bear the note. 

9. When an accommodation is tendered, never require 
too much ; and if the party offering the amende honorable 
wishes to give a reason for his conduct in the matter, do 
not, unless offensive to your friend, refuse to receive it; 
by so doing, you heal the breach the more effectually. 

10. If a stranger wish you to bear a note for him, be well 
satisfied, before you do so, that he is on an equality with 
you ; and in presenting the note, state to the party the re- 
lationship you stand towards him, and what you know 
and believe about him ; for strangers are entitled to re- 
dress for wrongs as well as others, and the rules of honor 
and hospitality should protect them. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE PARTY RECEIVING A NOTE BEFORE CHALLENGE. 

1. When a note is presented to you by an equal, receive 
it, and read it, although you may suppose it to be from 
one you do not intend to meet, because its requisites may 
be of a character which may be readily complied with. 
But if the requirements of the note cannot be acceded to, 
return it through the medium of your friend to the person 
who handed it to you, with your reason for returning it 

2. If the note received be in abusive terms, object to its 
reception, and return it for that reason, but if it be respect- 

fnl, return an answer of the same character, in which re- 
spond correctly and openly to a\\\Tit^\\o^^\«t\^'s.i'K«.Vx ^ro- 
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pounded, and bandit to your friend, whom, it is presumed, 
you have consulted, and who has advised the answer, di- 
rected to the opposite party, and let it be delivered to his 
friend. 

3. You may refuse to receive a note from a minor, if 
you have not made an associate of him ; one that has been 
posted ; one that has been publicly disgraced without re- 
senting it ; one whose occupation is unlawful ; a man in his 
dotage and a lunatic. There may be other cases, but the 
character of those enumerated will lead to a correct decis- 
ion upon those aomitted. 

If you receive a note from a stranger, you have a right 
to a reasonable time to ascertain his standing in society, 
unless he be fully vouched for by his friend. 

4. If a party delays calling on you for a week or more 
after the supposed insult, and assigns no cause for the 
delay, if you require it, you may double the time before 
you respond to him ; for the wrong cannot be considered 
aggravated if borne patiently for some days, and the time 
may have been used in preparation and practice. 

second's duty of the party receiving a note before 

challenge sent. 

1. When consulted by your friend who has received a 
note, requiring explanation, inform him distinctly that he 
must be governed wholly by you in the progress of the dis- 
pute. If he refuses, decline to act on that ground. 

2. Use your utmost eJSbrts to allay all excitement which 
your principal may labor under ; search diligently into the 
origin of the misunderstanding, for gentlemen seldom in- 
sult each other, unless they labor under some misappre- 
liension or mistake ; and when you have discovered the 
original ground of error, follow each movement to the tixftA 
of sending the note, and harmony will \ie Te%\.atft^* 
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3. When your principal refuses to do what you require 
of him, decline further acting, on that ground, and inform 
the opposing second of your withdrawal from the negotia- 
tion. 



CHAPTER III. 

DITTY OF CHALLENGEE AND HIS SECOND BEFORE FIGHTING. 

1. After all efforts for a reconciliation are over, the 
party aggrieved sends a challenge to his adversary, which 
is delivered to his second. 

2. Upon the acceptance of the challenge, the seconds 
make the necessary arrangements for the meeting, in which 
each party is entitled to a perfect equality. The old notion 
that the party challenged was authorized to name the 
time, place, distance and weapon, has been long since ex- 
ploded, nor would a man of chivalric honor use such a 
right if he possessed it. The time must be as soon as 
practicable, the place such as had ordinarily been used 
where the parties are, the distance usual, and the weapon 
that which is most generally used, which in this State is 
the pistol. 

3. If the challengee insist upon what is not usual in 
time, place, distance and weapon, do not yield the point, 
and tender in writing what is usual in each, and if he re- 
fuse to give satisfaction, then your friend may post him. 

4. If your friend be determined to fight and not post, 
you have the right to withdraw. But if you continue to 
act, and the challengee name a distance and weapon not 
usual, and more fatal than the ordinary distance and wen,- 
pon, jou have the right to tender a still more deadly dis- 
tance and weapon, and \ie nvwst ^.ccept, 

5. The usual distance i^ iiom \,^\i \.q> Xt^^^H.^ >^^^^^ as 
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may be agreed on, and the seconds in measuring the 
ground usually step three feet. 

6. After all the arrangements are made, the seconds 
determine the giving of the word and position by lot, and 
he who gains has the choice of the one or the other, selects 
whether it be the word or position, but he cannot have 
both. 



CHAPTER IV. 

DUTY OP CHALLENQEE AND SECOND AFTEE CHALLENGE 

SENT. ./ 

1. The challengee has no option when negotiation has 
ceased but to accept the challenge. 

2. The second makes the necessary arrangements with 
the second of the person challenging. The arrangements 
are detailed in the preceding chapter. 



CHAPTER V. 

DUTIES OF PEINCIPALS AND SECONDS ON THE GROUIH). 

1. The principals are to be respectful in meeting, and 
neither by look nor expression irritate each other. They 
are to be wholly passive, being entirely under the guidance 
of the seconds. 

. 2. When once posted they are not to quit their positions 
under any circumstances, without the leave or direction of 
their second. 

3. When the principals are posted, the second giving the 
word must tell them to stand firm until he repeats the 
giving of the word, in the manner it will be given, when 
the parties are at liberty to fire. 

4 Sacb second baa a loaded piatoV, m oicQiet \^ ^-oSsst^sfti 
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fair combat according to the rules agreed on ; and if a 
principal fires before the word or time agreed on, he is at 
liberty to fire at him, and if such second's principal fall, it 
is his duty to do so. 

5. If, after a fire, either party be touched, the duel is to 
end, and no second is excusable who permits a wounded 
friend to fight ; nor no second who knows his duty will 
permit his friend to fight a man already hit. I am aware 
there have been many instances where a contest has con- 
tinued, not only after sliglit, but severe wounds had been 
received. In all such cages I think the seconds are blam- 
able. 

6. If, after an exchange of shots, neither party is hit, it 
is the duty of the second of the challengee to approach the 
second of the challenger and say : "Our friends have ex- 
changed shots, are you satisfied, or is there any cause why 
the contest should be continued ? *' If the meeting be of 
no serious cause of complaint, where the party complain- 
ing had in no way been deeply injured, or grossly insulted, 
the second of the party challenging should reply : " The 
point of honor being settled, there can, I conceive, be no 
objection to a reconciliation, and I propose that our prin- 
cipal^ meet on middle ground, shake hands, and be 
friends." If this be acceded to by the second of the chal- 
lengee, the second of the party challenging will say, " We 
have agreed that the present duel shall cease, the honor 
of each of you is preserved, and you will meet on middle 
ground, shake hands, and be reconciled." 

7. If the insult be of a serious character, it will be the 
duty of the second of the challenger to say, in reply to the 
second of the challengee, " We have been deeply wronged, 
and if you are not disposed to repair the injury, the con- 
test must continue." And if the second of the challengee 

offers nothing by way of reparation, the fight continues 
until one or the other of the TpYmd^^^\^\i\\., 
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8. If, in cases where the contest is ended by the seconds, 
as mentioned in the sixth rule of this chapter, the parties 
refuse to meet and be reconciled, it is the duty of the sec- 
onds to withdraw from the field, informing their principals 
that the contest must be continued under the superintend- 
ence of other friends. But if one agrees to this arrange- 
ment of the seconds, and the other does not, the second of 
the disagreeing principal only withdraws. 

9. If either principal on the ground, refuse to fight, or 
continue the fight when required, it is the duty of his 
second to say to the other second, " I have come upon the 
ground with a coward, and have to tender you my apology 
for an ignorance of his character ; you are at liberty to 
post him." The second by such conduct stands excused 
to the opposite party. 

10. When the duel is ended by a party being hit, it is 
the duty of the second to the party so hit, to announce the 
fact to the second of the party hitting, who will forthwith 
tender any assistance he can command to the disabled 
principal. If the party challenging hit the challengee, it 
is his duty to say he is satisfied, and will leave the ground. 
If the challenger be hit, upon the challengee being in- 
formed of it, he should ask, through his second, whether he 
was at liberty to leave the ground, which should be as- 
sented to. 



CHAPTEE VI. 

WHO SHOULD BE ON THE GROUND. 

1. The principals, seconds, and one surgeon and one 
assistant surgeon to each principal ; but the assistant sur- 
geon may be dispensed with. 

2. Any number of friends that the secoxiOi'a «l^^^ otLxaas^ 
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oe present, provided they do not come within the degrees 
of consanguinity mentioned in the seventh rule of Chap- 
ter I. 

3. Persons admitted on the ground are carefully to ab- 
stain, by word or behavior, from any ^t that might be the 
least exceptionable ; nor should they stand near the princi- 
pals or seconds, or hold conversations with them. 



CHAPTER VII. 

ARMS, AKD MANNEE OF LOADING AND PRESEKTING THEM. 

1. The arms used should be smooth-bore pistols, not ex- 
ceeding nine inches in length, with flint and steeL Per- 
cussion pistols may be mutually used if agreed on, but to 
object on that account is lawful. 

2. Each second informs the other when he is about to 
load, and invites his presence, but the second rarely attends 
on such invitation, as gentlemen may be safely trusted in 
the matter. 

3. The second in presenting the pistol to his friend 
should never put it in the pistol hand, but should place it 
in the other, which is grasped midway the barrel, with the 
muzzle pointing in*the contrary way to that which he is 
to fire, informing him that his pistol is loaded and ready 
for use. Before the word is given the principal grasps the 
butt firmly in his pistol hand, and brings it round, with 
the muzzle downward, to the fighting position. 

4. The fighting position is with the muzzle down, and 
the barrel from you ; for although it may be agreed that 
you may hold your pistols with the muzzle up, it may be 
objected to, as you can fire sooner from that position, and 

consequently have a decided advantage, which ought not 
to be claimed, and should not \ie gta\it^^» 
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CHAPTEE VIIL 

THE DEGREES OF INSULT, AND HOW COMPROMISED. 

1. The prevailing rule is that words used in retort, 
although more violent and disrespectful than those first 
used, will not satisfy, words being no satisfaction for 
words. 

2. When words are used, and a blow given in return, 
the insult is avenged, and if redress is sought, it must be 
from the person receiving the blow. 

3. When blows are given in the first instance and re- 
turned, and the person first striking be badly beaten or 
otherwise, the party first struck is to make the demand, 
for blows do not satisfy a blow. 

4. Insults at the wine-table, when the company are over- 
excited, must be answered for ; and, if the party insnlting 
have no recollection of the insult, it is his duty to say so 
in writing and negative the insult. For instance, if a man 
say, " You are a liar and no gentleman," he must, in ad- 
dition to the plea of want of recollection, say, " I believe 
the party insulted to be a man of the strictest veracity and 
a gentleman." 

5. Intoxication is not a full excuse for insult, but it will 
greatly palliate. If it was a full excuse, it might well be 
counterfeited to wound feelings, or destroy character. 

6. In all cases of intoxication the seconds must use a 
sound discretion under the above general rules. 

7. Can every insult be compromised, is a moot and vexed 
question. On this subject no rules can be given that 
will be satisfactory. The old opinion, that a blow must 

'require blood, is not of force. Blows may be compromised 
in many cases. What those cases are, must depend on the 
seconds. 

11* 
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CODE OF DUELING ESTABLISHED IK FEANOE. 

COPIED FEOM MILLIKGEK'S **HIST0EY OF DUELIKG." 

The French admit three sorts of offences : 

First. A simple offence. 

Second. An offence of an insulting nature. 

Third. An offence with personal acts of violence. In 
these cases they have established the following rules, which, 
indeed, so long as dueling is tolerated, may be considered 
most judicious, and such as should regulate the arrange- 
ment of all quarrels. 

Jiule 1. If, in the course of a discussion, an offence is 
offered, the person who has been offended is the injured 
party. If this injury is followed by a blow, unquestionably 
the party that has been struck is the injured one. To 
return one blow by another of a more serious nature— 
severely wounding, for instance, after a slap in the face — 
does not constitute the person who received the second 
blow, however severe it may have been, the party originally 
insulted. In this case, satisfaction may be demanded by 
the party that was first struck. Such a case must be re- 
ferred to the chances of a meeting. 

Bule 2, If an insult follows an unpolite expression — if 
the aggressor considers himself offended, or if the peraon 
who has received the insult, considers himself insulted — 
the case must also be referred to a meeting. 

Bule 3. If, in the course of a discussion, during which 

the rules of politeness have not been transgressed, but in 

consequence of which, expressions have been made use of 

iFhicb induce one of the party to coxL^\^^x\i\m^^l<i'Sl<«vd.^^ 
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the man who demands satisfaction cannot be considered 
the aggressor, or the person who gives it the offender. 
This case must be submitted to the trial of chance. 

Rule 4. But if a man sends a message without a sufficient 
cause, in this case he becomes the aggressor; and the 
seconds, before they allow a meeting to take place, must 
insist upon a sufficient reason being manifestly shown. 

Rule 5. A son may espouse the cause of his father, if he 
is too aged to resent an insult, or if the age of the aggressor 
is of great disparity ; but a son cannot espouse the quarrel 
of his father if he has been the aggressor. 

Rule 6. There are offences of such a galling nature, that 
they may lead the insulted party to have recourse to acts 
of violence. Such acts ought invariably to be avoided, as 
they can only tend to mortal combat. 

Rule 7. The offended party has the choice of arms.* 

Rule 8. When the offence has been of a degrading na- 
ture, the offended has the right to name both the arms and 
the dueLf 

Rule 9. When the offence has been attended by acts of 
violence, the offended party has the right to name his duel, 
his arms, the distance, and may insist upon the aggressor 
not using his own arms, to which he may have become ac- 
customed by practice ; but in this case the offended party 
must also use weapons in which he is not practised. 

Rule 10. There are only three legal arms ; the sword, 
the saber, the pistol. The saber may be refused even by 
the aggressor, especially if he is a retired officer ; but it 
may be always objected to by a civilian. 

Rule 11. When a challenge is sent, or a meeting de- 
manded, the parties have a mutual right to the name and 
address of each other. 

* This is a point of stich vital importance, that it is impossible to 
be too careful in ascertaining, coolly and deliberately, from. ^HTlvkJcL ^1 
the parties the mBvtlt originated. 

/ To name a duel, reterB to time and place. 
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Rule 12. The parties should immediately after seek 
their seconds, sending to each other the names and ad- 
dresses of their seconds.* 

Rule 13. Honor can never be compromised by the 
offending party admitting that they were in the wrong. 

If the apology of the offending party is deemed suffi- 
cient by the seconds of the offended; if the seconds ex- 
press their satisfaction, and are ready to affirm this opinion 
in writing ; or if the offender has tendered a written apol- 
ogy, considered of a satisfactory nature ; in such a case 
the party that offers to apologize ceases to be the offender ; 
and if his adversary persists, the arms must be decided by 
drawing lots. However, no apology can be received after a 
blow. An amicable arrangement of a quarrel should take 
place before the parties meet on the ground, unless circum- 
stances prevent a prior interview. Howbeit, if when upon 
the ground, and even when armed, one of the parties 
thinks proper to apologize, and the seconds of the offended 
party are satisfied, it is only the party that tenders the 
apology upon whom any future unfavorable reflections can 
be cast. 

Rule 14. If the seconds of the offending party come to 
the ground with an apology, instead of bringing forward 
their principal, it is only .to them that blame can be at- 
tached, as the honor of their principal was placed in their 
hands. 

Rule 15. No challenge can be sent by collective parties. 
If any body or society of men have received an insult, they 
can only send an individual belonging to it, to demand 

^1 ■-■ ■-..■■■I ■ ■■■ii.ii ■—■■■-■ ■■■■ _ ^ 

* This is a point of great importance. It sometimes happens that 

a man who has insulted another will select as his second some 

notorious ruflBan, who will, to use the common expression, " fix a 

quarrel " on him, and endeavor to fight for his principal. Not long* 

ag-o a fellow advertised himBeVl m U\e public papers to fight for any 

person who might require his aeivVc^^. — MUlmgeu. 
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satisfaction. A message collectively sent may be refused ; 
but the challenged party may select an antagonist, or leave 
the nomination to chance. 

Rule 16. All duels should take place during the forty- 
eight hours that have succeeded the offence, unless it is 
otherwise stipulated by the seconds.* 

Rule 17. In a duel with pistol or saber, two seconds to 
each combatant are indispensable ; one will suffice when 
the sword is used. 

Rule 18. It is the duty of the seconds to decide upon the 
necessity of the duel, and to state their opinions to their 
principals. After having consulted with them in such a 
manner as not to allow any chance of avoiding a duel to 
escape, they must again meet, and exert their best en- 
deavors to settle the business amicably. If they fail in 
this attempt, they must then decide upon arms, time, place, 
distance, and mode of fighting ; and at the same time they 
must endeavor to come to some arrangement regarding 
any difficulties that might arise, when the parties are on 
the ground. 

Rule 19, Seconds are not witnesses; and each second 
should have a witness. 

Rule 20. No second or witness shall become a principal 
on the spot. Any insult received by them constitutes a 
fresh offence. 

Rule 21. The seconds should not remain more than ten 
minutes on the ground without a combat. 

Rule 22. The seconds in a duel with swords, may request 
that the offended party shall be allowed to ward off a lunge 
with the left hand. This, however, may be refused by the 
seconds of the aggressor. 

* This rule is of importance. Forty-eiglit hours may be con- 
Bidered a fair time to reflect upon the painful necessity of a hostile 
meeting; and there is, in general, reason to suppose that a chall^w^^^, 
sent long after a provocation, has been the leauW. ol \\i^ YCL\.«tl«t«iiR» 
of buBjr friends, — MiUingen, 
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Rule 23. The seconds of the aggressor may, if they think 
proper, refuse to fire by signal, if the aggressor had not 
struck his antagonist. 

Rule 24. The seconds must determine whether the com- 
batants in sword duels shall be allowed to take breath. 

Rule 25. The seconds will also decide (without acquaint- 
ing their principals of this decision), whether the parties 
are to be separated after the first wound. In this arrange- 
ment they will be guided by the nature of the quarrel. 

Rule 26. They will also decide whether a fencing-glove, 
or any other article to wrap round the hand, is to be allowed ; 
a string,* or common glove, are always allowed. 

Rule 27. The seconds are never to let their principals 
know that they are of opinion that the nature of the insult 
received is such as to render a mortal combat necessary. 

Rule 28. The seconds may refuse the sword, if the prin- 
cipal is unable to use it from any infirmity, unless the 
offended party has received a personal injury. 

Rule 29. The second of a person blind of one eye, may 
object to the pistol, unless the aggressor has struck him. 

Rule 30. The sword or saber may be declined by the 
seconds of a person with only one leg or arm. 

Rule 31. The seconds of a young man shall not allow 
him to fight an adversary above sixty years of age, unless 
this adversary had struck him ; and in this case his chal- 
lenge must be accepted in writing. His refusal to comply 
with this rule is tantamount to a refusal to give satisfec- 
tion, and the young man's honor is thereby satisfied. 

Rule 32. If any unfair occurrence takes place in a duel, 
it is the duty of the seconds to commit the circumstance 
to paper, and follow it up before the competent tribunals, 
wheri they are bound in honor to give true evidetice. 

Rule 33. It is the duty of seconds to separate the com- 



* Sword-knot. 
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batants'the very moment that the stipulated rules are 
transgressed. 

Bule 34 A father, a brother, a son, or any relative in 
the first degree, cannot serve as a second for or against his 
relativie. 

Bule 35. In sword duels the seconds will mark the 
standing-spot of each combatant, leaving a distance of two 
feet between the points of their weapons. The standing- 
ground to be drawn for by lots. 

Bule 36. The swords must be measured to ascertain that 
they are of equal length ; in no instance must a sword 
with a sharp edge or a notch be allowed. 

Bule 37. The combatants will be requested to throw off 
their coats, and to lay bare their breasts, to show that they 
do not wear any defence that could ward off a thrust. A 
refhsal to submit to this proposal is to be considered a re- 
fusal to fight. 

Bule 38. The offended party can always use his own 
weapons, if they are considered of a description fitting the 
combat. If, on comparing arms, the swords should be 
found to differ, the choice must be decided by chance, un- 
less the disproportion is of a material nature. 

Bule 39. When the hand is wrapped up in a hand- 
kerchief, an end of it is not allowed to hang down. Should 
the party refuse to draw it up, the seconds may insist that 
he throws it off altogether, and is only allowed a sword- 
knot. If fencing-gloves are allowed, and one party de- 
clines their use, the other is not to be deprived of them ; 
but if only one glove has been brought to the ground, it 
cannot be used. 

Bule 40. When the combatants are on the ground, the 
Beconds are to explain to them all the stipulated arrange- 
jnents, that they may not deviate from them on plea of 
Ignorance. This being done, the signal of attack is given 
in the word " Go " {allez) ; but if before this signal the 
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jMuties have alreadj crosaed swords, the signal is not 
necessary ; bat the first who advanced without it is liable 
to censure. 

Rule 41. The seconds shall hold a sword or a cane, bear- 
ing the point downward, and, standing close to each com- 
batant, be prepared to stop the combat the moment that 
the rules agreed upon are transgressed. 

Rule 42. Unless previously stipulated, neither of the 
combatants shall be allowed to turn off the sword of his 
adversary with the left hand ; should a combatant persist 
in thns using his left hand, the seconds of his adversary 
may insist that the hand shall be confined behind his back. 

Rule 43. In a sword duel the combatants are allowed to 
raise themselves, to stoop, to vault to the right or to the 
left, and turn round each other. 

Rule 44. When one of the combatants exclaims that he 
is wounded, or a wound is perceived by his second, the 
combat is to be stopped. With the consent of the wounded 
man the combat may be renewed. • 

Rule 45. If the wounded man, although the combat is 
ordered to be stopped, shall continue to press upon his ad- 
versary with precipitation ; this act is tantamount to his 
desire to continue the conflict, but he must be stopped 
and reprimanded. If, under similar circumstances, the 
combatant that is not wounded continues to press on his 
antagonist, although ordered to stop by the seconds, he 
must be immediately checked by them, and considered as 
having infringed the stipulated rules. 

Rule 46. When a second raises his sword or cane, it 
must be considered as the signal to stop ; in such cases, the 
other second shall cry out " stop," when the parties must 
recede one step, still remaining in guard. 

Rule 47. In pistol duels, the nearest distance should be 

Gftoon prices. The sight of the pistol should be fixed, and 

not more than fifteen. Wiiea da^^x^Txc^ \i^ allowed in the 
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length of the barrel. It is also desirable that the barrel 
should not be rifled, and that the pistols should be of a 
similar description. 

Bule 48. The stand of each combatant to be decided by 
lot 

Rule 49. It is desirable that the same pair of pistols be 
used by both parties. 

Rule 50. The seconds shall load the pistol with most 
scrupulous care, and in the presence of each other. If one 
pair of pistols is used, each second will use a similar 
charge, by allowing the other to try the charge with a 
ramrod, or by loading in the presence of four witnesses.* 

Rule 51. The combatants must be placed on the ground 
by their respective seconds ; if thirty-five paces have been 
fixed upon, the offended party has the right to the first 
fire; if only fifteen paces are marked, the first fire must be 
decided by drawing lots. 

Rule 63. The seconds have a right to ascertain that the 
principals do not carry any defense about their persons. 
A refusal to submit to this examination is to be consid- 
ered as a refusal to fight. 

Rule 53. The seconds of both parties shall stand to- 
gether ; having taken their ground, they first command, 
*^ Make ready,'' which is followed by the word " Fire." 

Rule 54. A miss-fire is considered a shot, unless stipula- 
tion to the contrary has been made. 

Rule 55. If one of the parfcy is wounded, he may fire 
upon his antagonist, but not after the expiration of two 
minutes. 

Rule 56. When both parties have fired without efTect, 
the pistols are to be re-loaded, in the same manner as be- 
fore. 

* " Tlie trial by ramrod is an uncertain mode, as the depth of the 
charge wiU vary according to the wadding ; a reg\ilo.t "^^^ssl 
measure is the only metJiod that canse cute a. l^vc -^xo^i^i^^xi'^V ^i^^»* — 
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Rule 57. In the pistol duel d volonti, the seconds are to 
mark out the ground, at a distance of thirty-fiye to forty 
paces ; two lines are then to be traced between these two 
distances, leaving an interval of from twenty to fifteen 
paces, thus each combatant can advance ten paces. 
' Rule 58. The ground being taken, one of the seconds, 
drawn by lot, gives the word, *^ March.*' 

Rule 59. The combatants then advance upon each other, 
if they think proper, holding their pistols vertically while 
advancing ; but they may level the weapons and take aim 
on halting, although they may not fire at the time, but 
continue to march on unto the line of separation, marked 
with a cane, or a handkerchief, where they must stop and 
fire. But, although one of the parties may thus advance 
to the limits, his antagonist is not obliged to move on, 
whether he has received the fire of his antagonist, or re- 
served his own. 

Rule 60. The moment one of the combatants has fired, 
he must halt upon the spot, and stand firmly, to receive 
the fire of his adversary, who is not, however, allowed 
more than one minute to advance and fire, or to fire from 
the ground he stands on. 

Rule 61. The wounded party is allowed one minute to 
fire upon his antagonist, from the moment he is hit ; but 
if he has fallen on the ground, he will be allowed two 
minutes to recover. 

Rule 62. In this form of duel, a pair of pistols may be^ 
allowed each combatant; but this is only allowed when^ 
one of the parties has received a blow. In these cases, »* 
pistol of a different pair is to be given to each combatant^ 
The affair cannot be considered terminated, unless th^^ 
four pistols have been discharged. 

Rule 63. When four pistols are used, if one of the part;^ 
18 wounded, the contest must cease, and the wounded ma»"i3 
not he allowed to fire, as it \a eVi^^w*^ Ni\\%X. Vx's. ^\!Li"a.^onisr^ 
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who might remain with a loaded pistol, would have an 
unfair advantage over him, in a cool, deliberate fire. 

Bute 64. When one of the parties is wounded, the affair 
must be considered ended, even though the wounded party 
should express his wish to proceed, unless the seconds con- 
sider him in a fit state to continue the combat. 

Rule 65. In the pistol duel called a marche interromprey 
a distance of forty-five or fifty paces is measured, and two 
lines are traced and marked between the distance of fifteen 
to twenty paces ; thus the combatants may advance fifteen 
paces. 

Rule QQ. On the word " Marchy^ the combatants may 
advance in a zigzag step, not exceeding two paces. They 
may take aim without firing, and, while advancing, stop 
when they choose, and advance again ; but once having 
fired, both parties must halt on the spot. 

Rule 67. The combatant who has not fired may now 
fire, but without advancing, and the party who has fired 
must firnily stand the fire of his antagonist, who for that 
purpose is allowed half a minute ; if he allows a longer 
time to elapse, he must be disarmed by the seconds. 

Rule 68. In the pistol duel called a ligne paralUUy two 
parallel lines are traced by the seconds, fifteen paces from 
each other, and from thirty-five to twenty-five paces in 
length. 

Rule 69. The combatants are placed at the extremity of 
each line, fronting each other. 

Rule 70. The seconds stand behind their principals, in 
B fiituation that may not expose them to the fire of the 
parties. The signal is given by the word " Marche 

Rule 71. The combatants then advance, not upon each 
other, but in the direction of the line that has been traced 
for them ; and therefore, whether one of the adversaries 
lias advanced or not, he will find himself placed fifteen, 
paces from the other. 
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Ryle 72. The champion who fires must stop ; but he may 
halt without firing, take aim, and continue to advance. 

Rule 73. In the pistol duel called au signal, the signal 
is to be given by the second of the ofTeuded party, by three 
claps on the hand, three seconds being counted between 
each clap, which will take up nine seconds; or two seconds 
which will take up six seconds. In other cases the sec- 
onds draw lots for giving the signal. 

Rule 74. The combatants, when they have received their 
arms, are to walk, but to keep the muzzles of their pistols 
pointing to the ground ; at the fii'st signal they will raise 
their arms, take aim at the second signal, and fire simul- 
taneously at the third. 

Rule 75. If one of the combatants fires before the third 
signal, or half a second after it, he is to be considered as a 
dishonorable man, and, if his antagonist is killed, fin assas- 
sin. And if he fires before the signal without eflfect, his 
opponent has a right to take as much time as he thinks 
proper, to level at him and slioot him. 

Rule 76. If one of the parties has fired agreeably to the 
stipulated signal, and his antagonist has dishonorably re- 
served his fire, it is the duty of the seconds, at all risk and 
peril, to rush upon him and disarm him. In this case, the 
party who has observed the rules, has a right to demand 
another duel of a different form. 

Rule 77. The second who is to give the signal, should 
warn the combatants of the nature of the signal, in a loud 
and audible voice, in the following words: "Recollect, 
gentlemen, that honor demands that you should only fire 
upon the third signal being given ; that you are not to raise 
your arm until the first signal, and not to fire until the 
third. I am now going to give the signals, which will 
consist of three claps on the hand." 

J?ule 78. In the duel with sabers, the seconds should en- 
deavor to have it fought \viU\ ^\\oy\) ^i\\i^t^, t\\ftse arms be- 
ing less fatal than long ones. 
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Rule 79. The ground taken, the antagonists are to be 
placed opposite each other, at the distance of one foot from 
their saber points. 

Bule 80. In general these duels are fought with cuff- 
gloves; but, otherwise, the parties may wrap a handker- 
chief round their hand and wrist, provided that no end is 
allowed to hang down. 

Sule 81. In regiments, Hhe regimental saber is to be the 
one selected, provided that they are of the same length, 
and mounted in the same manner. The same precaution- 
ary steps are to be adopted as in the sword duel, to ascer- 
tain that no defence is worn by either party. 

Bule 82. The signal of '' AUez/' "Go," having been 
^ven, the combatants advance upon each other, and either 
give point or cut ; vaulting, advancing, or retreating at 
pleasure. 

Bule 83. To strike an adversary when disarmed, to seize 
his arm, his body, or his weapon, is a foul proceeding. A 
combatant is disarmed when his saber is either wrenched 
from him or dropped. 

Bule 84. In saber duels in which the point of the arm is 
not to be used, sabers without a point are to be chosen. 
To give point and kill an adversary by the infringement 
of this rule, is to be considered an assassination. These 
duels should always be considered as terminated on the 
first loss of blood. 

The preceding rules, which are founded upon long ex- 
perience, in this fatal practice, have been sanctioned by 
twenty-five general officers, eleven peers of France, and 
fifty officers of rank. The Minister of War, who could not, 
consistently with his public duties, affix his signature to 
the document, gave his approbation in an official letter, 
and the majority of the' prefects equally sanctioned the 
regulation. 
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lEISH CODE. 

AS GIVEK BY SIR JONAH BARRINGTOK, IN" PEESOKAL 

SKETCHES OF HIS OWN" TIME. 

RULES OF DUELING. 

The practice of dueling and points of honor settled at 
Clonmell Summer Assizes, 1877, by the gentlemen dele- 
gates of Tipperary, Galway, Mayo, Sligo, and Eoscom- 
mon, and prescribed for general adoption throughout 
Ireland* 

Rule 1. The first offence requires the first apology, though 
the retort may have been more offensive than the insult. 
Example : A tells B he is impertinent, etc. ; B retorts that 
he lies — ^yet, A must make the first apology, because he 
gave the first offence ; and then (after one fire) B may 
explain away the retort by subsequent apology. 

Rule 2. But if the parties would rather fight on, then, 
after two shots each (but in no case before), B may explain 
first, and A apologize afterwards. 

N. B. — The above rules apply to all cases of offences in 
retort, not of a stronger class than the example. 

Rule 3. If a doubt exist who gave the first offence, the 
decision rests with the seconds ; if they wonH decide, or 
can't agree, the matter must proceed to two shots, or to a 
hit, if the challenger require it. 

Rule 4. When the lie direct is the first offence, the 
aggressor must either beg pardon in express terms, ex- 
change two shots previous to apology, or three shots, fol- 
lowed by explanation ; or fire on until a severe hit be 
received by one party or tTcie oftv^T» 
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Rule 5. As a blow is strictly prohibited under any cir- 
cumstances amongst gentlemen, no verbal apology can be 
received for such an insult ; the alternatives therefore are — 
the offender handing a cane to the injured party, to be 
used on his own back, at the same time begging pardon ; 
firing on until one, or both, is disabled ; or exchanging 
three shots, and fchen asking pardon, without the proffer of 
the cane. 

If swords are used, the parties engage till one is well 
blooded, disabled, or disarmed ; or until, after receiving a 
wound, and blood being drawn, the aggressor begs pardon. 

N. B. — A disarm is considered the same as a disable; 
the disarmer may (strictly) break his adversary's sword ; 
but if it be the challenger who is disarmed, it is considered 
ungenerous to do so. 

In case the challenged be disarmed, and refuses to ask 
pardon, or atone, he must not be killed, as formerly, but 
the challenger may lay his own sword on the aggressor's 
shoulder, then break the aggressor's sword, and say, " I 
spare your life ! " The challenged can never revive that 
quarrel— the challenger may. 

Rule 6. If A gives B the lie, and B retorts by a blow 
(being the two greatest offences), no reconciliation can 
take place, till after two discharges each, or a severe hit, 
after which B may beg A's pardon humbly for the blow, 
and then A may explain simply for the lie ; because a blow 
is never allowable, and the offence of the lie, therefore, 
merges in it. (See preceding rule.) 

N. B. — Challenges for undivulged causes may be recon- 
ciled on the ground, after one shot. An explanation, or 
the slightest hit, should be sufficient in such cases, because 
no personal offence transpired. 

Rule 7. But no apology can be received in any case after 
the parties have actually taken their ground, without eiL- 
change of fires. 
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Ruh 8. In the aboye case, no challenger is obliged to 
divulge his cause of challenge (if private), unless required 
by the challenged so to do before their meetiug. 

Rule 9. All imputations of cheating at play, races, etc., 
to be considered equivalent to a blow, but may be recon- 
ciled after one shot, on admitting their falsehood, and beg- 
ging pardon publicly. 

Rule 10. Any insult to a lady under a gentleman's care 
or protection, to be considered as, by one degree, a greater 
offence than if given to the gentleman personally, and to 
be regulated accordingly. 

Rule 11. Offences originating or accruing from the sup- 
port of ladies' reputation, to be considered as less unjus- 
tifiable than any others of the same class, and as admitting 
of slighter apologies by the aggressor, this to be determined 
by the circumstances of the case, but always favorably to 
the lady. 

Rule 12. In simple unpremeditated rencontres with the 
small sword, or couteau-de-chasse, the rule is — first draw, 
first sheathe ; unless blood be drawn ; then both sheathe and 
proceed to investigation. 

Rule 13. No dumb shooting or firing in the air admis- 
sible in any case. The challenger ought not to have chal- 
lenged without receiving offence; and the challenged 
ought, if he gave offence, to have made an apology before 
he came on the ground ; therefore, children's play must be 
dishonorable on one side or the other, and is accordingly 
prohibited. 

Rule 14. Seconds to be of equal rank in society with the 
principals they attend, inasmuch as a second may either 
choose or chance to become a principal, and equality is 
indispensable. 

Rule 15. Challenges are never to be delivered at night, 
unless the party to be challenged intend leaving the place 
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of offence before morning ; for it is desirable to ayoid all 
hot-headed proceedings. 

Rule 16. The challenged has the right to choose his own 
weapon, nnless the challenger gives his honor he is no 
swordsman ; after which, however, he cannot decline any 
second species of weapon proposed by the challenger. 

Rule 17. The challenged chooses his ground; the chal- 
lenger chooses his distance ; the seconds fix the time and 
terms of firing. 

Rule 18. The seconds load in presence of each other, 
unless they give their mutual honors they have charged 
smooth and single, which should be held sufficient. 

Rule 19. Firing may be regulated — first, by signal ; sec- 
ondly, by word of command ; or, thirdly, at pleasure — as 
may be agreeable to the parties. In the latter case the 
parties may fire at their reasonable leisure, but second pre- 
sents and rests are strictly prohibited. 

Rule 20. In all cases, a miss-fire is equivalent to a shot, 
and a snap or a non-cock is to be considered as a miss- 
fire. 

Rule 21. Seconds are bound to attempt a reconciliation 
before the meeting takes place, or after sufficient firing or 
hits, as specified. 

Rule 22. Any wound sufficient to agitate the nerves, and 
necessarily ma^e the hand shake, must end the business 
for that day. 

Rule 23. If the cause of meeting be of such a nature that 
no apology or explanation can or will be received, the chal- 
lenged takes his ground, and calls on the challenger to 
proceed as he chooses ; in such cases, firing at pleasure is 
the usual practice, but may be varied by agreement. 

Rule 24. In slight cases the second hands his principal 
but one pistol; but in gross cases two, holding another 
case ready charged in reserve. 

Rule 25. Where seconds disagree auSi x^^oV^^ \» ^t-- 
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change shots themselves, it must be at the same time, and 
at right angles with their principals, thus : 

S. 



P. 



P. 



S. 

If with swords, side by side, with five paces interval. 

N. B. — ^AU matters and doubts not herein mentioned, 
will be explained and cleared up by application to the 
committee, who meet alternately at Clonmell and Galway, 
at the Quarter Sessions, for that purpose. 

Crow Etan, President. 
James Keogh, 
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ADDITIONAL GALWAY ARTICLES. 

Rule 1. No party can be allowed to bend his knee or 
cover his side with his left hand ; but may present at any 
level from the hip to the eye. 

Rule 2. None can either advance or retreat, if the 
ground be measured; if no ground be measured, either 
party may advance at his pleasure, even to touch muzzles ; 
but neither can advance on his adversary after the fire, un- 
less the adversary steps forward on him. 

N. B. — The seconds on both sides stand responsible for 
this last rule being strictly observed ; bad cases having 
accrued from neglecting of it. 
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When the above code was issued, it was directed that all 
gentlemen throughout the kingdom should observe it, and 
keep a copy always in their pistol-cases, that ignorance 
might never be pleaded. 



CEBTIFIOATES. 



No. 1. 

Oath of Caroline Myers, charging paternity of her ille- 
gitimate child to Thomas K. Smith. Sworn to before 
Peter CaKSon, Justice of the Peace, 7th of October, 1871. 
Certified to by R H. Buford, Clerk Circuit Court, Bibb 
County, Alabama. 

No. 2. 

Major Woodson" : — At your request, I silite what I know 
of the Smith-Myers bastardy case. I was an attorney en- 
gaged to prosecute Thomas K. Smith, an.d had in my pos- 
session several fetters written by him to her, advising the 
taking the life of the child, and the swearing of it first to 
one and then to another gentleman in the city. Upon the 
settlement of the case, Mr. Smith admitted to me his crim- 
inal intimacy with prosecutrix, and that the letters afore- 
said had been written by him. 

Charles Ford. 

No. 3. 

I was formerly a partner of Thomas K. Smith, and he 
frequently mentioned to me his criminal intimacy with 
Caroline Myers, detailing circumstances. 

William Hart. 

No. 4. 

I certify that three months before the birth of the child, 
Thomas K. Smith came to me and stated that he had fre- 
quent criminal connection with Miss Caroline Myers, and 
that he expected a prosecution, and employed me to defend 
him; that he had advised her to swear the paternity of the 
child to a gentleman living in the city, but she had refused 

to do BO. 

^^Q^Qt^ M. Gulp, 

AttoTue,'ij-a\,-Xia'\» « 
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pftSiMi. JMMJtenMT and K. Marhg^a^TfiM dtr- 
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TIm A^wlpg oonwipoodeaQB win b« foand iiift^; J 
XMting. Itooiuiftf of iCr. Bmefu euM to U. 
Bartigeibi^thoFionohHiiiiitei; aad «Iio.a oopj of 
Xr. BL Vy'B ItMer to Frinov JTeronu Ni^oloon Bo- 
iwpute, iciTing an ozplMiBtioii of the dilBoiiltiea 
viOi M. Sartigefl. It cumot bo denial that IL 
Bartiges* eofune thionghoBt the whole of thia mat- 
ter has not been blamelosa. HoTing in the same 
•iidei aa Mr. Baney, he had no right to inaolt that 
gBntleman, and then deny him either an apology or 
eatisfiiction. If he was not prepared to do so he 
ehonld havq avoided the neoessity, and not shielded 
himaelf behind his diplomatic eloak. 

It Is stated oh sufBoient authority, that H. Sar- 

tiges declares if Mr. Barney attacks him he win 
shoot him down. Of oonrse, Mr. Barney never contem- 
plated attaeking him. in any other way than at a 
distance often paces, where there was to be no mo- 
nopoly of the shooting, as it wonld be equally 

divided. 

As for Mr. Barney, his character as a quiet aad 
ooortoons gentleman, is well known; ana nothing 
but mdeness and inaut oould have provoked him tu 
tike coireetion of M. Sartlgel' manners. 

Baltimokk, Blay 3, 1852 
10 Mobs. BAarioxs, MininmB dc FmANCK >- 
: 8iit— I enelote, ftxr yonr iafonBatloii, a copy of a letter 
this day adMiDflsed to • farmer frien^ Prince Jerome tf&- 
pdeoa Boumnute, now President of the Senate of rianee. 
1^ in shadowing fbrtk a fUnt outUae of the infimy of 
Jour eharaoicr, I have siven yon oanse for effonoe, my 
■Mend, General , 1b anthorised by me to receive 

sind iMpoBd to any eonmnuleatlons yon may dedre to 
make. 

Tlie person of an itohassador Is saend, or I shoold lone 
Aioe have oonreeted your impcrttnenee by wholeeome 
dbasUsement. 

The fltstngcnoy of thelaweof the INstilet of Odombla 

to regard to perBOnalittfs,hBS and wUl prevent my nofelc- 

^ yon there In anyway. I StkaU-iemain here unfeU 

ffitfkday,4P.M.,to loan and eonfbnn to your wlsheo. 

* Ihave the honor to be, JOHN BABNEr. 

Voi having feeelTBd any zeplj flram Mens. Sartlfes en 
the llth, I flbrwarded a eoixeeted copy to the Prinee Pr»: 
rfdelBt of Prance, Louis Napoleon Boai^axte, thiovih our 
minister, the Hon. Vm. O. Bivee. 

BALTncoBB. Kay S, 186S. 

Bm-^ deriie to reeaB to your memoiy the period when 
fiiat IlMd the bonor to meet you in my fttlMr<shonse;. In 
Baltimore. Ai an oOeer of the zerolation in Anuriea, 
and dkf A diridai^ In the serriee of the repuhUe of 
Trmnee, he datmed, andhadthe honor to rceelTe, Ten aad 
yourtnito. 
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